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Al-Falih Lauds
Steineke, Meets
Daughter
Marian Steineke, right, holds
tightly to her sister Maxine in
this photo taken after they and
their mother Florence arrived
in Dhahran in 1937 to rejoin
Chief Geologist Max Steineke.
Saudi Aramco President and CEO
Khalid Al-Falih greeted Marian
on a visit to Stanford University in
June. He said he’d been inspired
by Steineke’s “resilience and

optimism,” which paid off when the California Arabian Standard Oil Company made
the first commercial oil strike in the kingdom in March 1938.
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The Picture in
the Desert
Margot Abbott always wondered who
took one special photo in her father’s
collection. Now, she’s traced it to
the celebrated photographer David
Douglas Duncan, who shot her family
for a Life magazine story about the
company that appeared in 1949—
the year she was born. Duncan,
now 96, told Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah
he’d be pleased if we published
“anything you want” from that
assignment, alongside Margot’s
“favorite” image of Fred Abbott
standing proudly beside Tapline.

Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah

Cover photo: Three cheers! Participants gave the 28th biennial Annuitants Reunion in Tucson a big thumbs up. Photograph by Arthur Clark.
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Karachi SAEEA
Holds Fifth
Get-Together
Little Armeen Khan, grand-
daughter of retiree Shafiq
Khan, appeared in full
finery at a fête held
by the Saudi Aramco
Ex-Employees Asso-
ciation in Karachi to
mark the ‘Id and the
group’s fifth reunion.
One-hundred-eighty
guests turned out
for the celebration.

20

Annuitants
Reunite in
Tucson
Some 350 members of members of
the company “family” turned out
for the 28th biennial Annuitants
Reunion at a mountainside resort
in Tucson, Ariz., for four fine days
in October. The years with Aramco
in the kingdom “changed our
lives and the lives of our children
and grandchildren,” host Rick
Chimblo told attendees. “It’s a
great relationship.”

R E U N I O N S  I N 
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Retiree Spearheads
Sindh Projects
Iqbal Khan recently helped launch a
trust that is building schools, providing
medical care and promoting the develop-
ment of sustainable energy sources
in a district northeast of Karachi that
lacks all three. He’s the first to admit
that the work has only begun.
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UKAramcons have ‘Wonderful
Welsh Weekend’
Around 100 retirees reveled in memories of times past and caught up on recent events
with old friends at the Fourth UKAramcons Reunion in Cardiff, Wales, in June. Along
with telling stories old and new, attendees heard about developments in the kingdom
from guests
of honor Ali
Baluchi and
Jamal Omar,
and enjoyed
a barbecue,
golf and a
special dinner.

34

Geezers Light Up
Arizona, too
The sons and daughters of Aramco
pioneers, with spouses and friends,
linked up again to celebrate old times,
creating “sparks of light” that outshone
a brilliant Arizona sunset.
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Gemstones
Are Forever
“There’s no gemstone like a diamond,”
says Imran Shareef, whose interest in
gems was sparked when he visited
his grandmother in Hyderabad, India,
on trips home from Dhahran, where
he grew up. “The sparkle in my eyes
matched that of the trinkets that came
out of her jewelry box.” Now he’s a
gemologist dealing daily with diamonds
like this one—backed up by his father,
retiree Mohammed Shareef.
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‘Those Were 
Special Days’
April 10, 2012

I saw an article and photo of Estelle 
Arroyo, which included her children, 
in Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah [Fall 2009] ....
My mom often took care of Estelle and 
Carlos’s daughter Margaret when she 
was small and they were on a trip. I am 
happy for Estelle. Those were special 
days.

I myself am still very close friends 
with Sheila Harrison Dougherty. We try 
to stay in touch via telephone. I don’t 
know addresses for Jean and Bill Cremi-
das’s children, and there were others….

[My mother] the former Corinne 
Cannon worked for the Standard Oil 
Company in San Francisco from 1947-
’49, transferring to Aramco in January 
of 1950. She worked in Dhahran’s 
Accounting Department. It was in 
Dhahran she met her future husband, 
Henry Alisch, of the Aviation Depart-
ment…. He went to Dhahran in January 
of 1947.

Judy Webster

3301 Neamar Dr.

Grants Pass, OR 97527

NOTE: Judy sent her message along with 

information about her mother, Corinne 

Alisch, that appears in “In Memoriam.” She 

would like to get in touch with the children 

of Jean and Bill Cremidas. Can anyone help?

Hodge Recalls 
‘Wonderful’ Years
April 18, 2012

My wife Melina and I had a wonder-
ful experience in Aramco/Dhahran from 
December 1979 through December 
1985. I was in the Exploration Dept. 
way down the line from Dr. John 
Covey, John Hoke, John Bradshaw, 
Tom Ullo.m (my supervisor), Chuck 
Ellison and others whose names escape 
my ancient memory. I was a geophysi-
cist from Mobil Research Dept. in Dallas 
with expertise in computer graphics 
and databases so had great enjoy-
ment working on the systems to provide 
digital databases for Aramco’s explora-
tion data. I also had wonderful contact 
with “Moosh” Husseini and Dr. Hal 
McClure.

After two years of playing tennis and 
attending the women’s luncheons at 
the local hotels, Melina went to work as 
a typist for Jim Cushing in Drilling and 
Workover in the EXPEC Building.

We managed to see as much of 
Saudi Arabia as we could: Madain 
Salih, Abha, Tayif, Hofuf, Qatif. We 
had the honor and privilege to be in 
the first group from Dhahran to visit 
Oman—what a wonderful trip—where 
I purchased my khanjar in the ancient 
town of Bhala. Also Istanbul (another 
highlight of my life!), Damascus, Petra 
(wow), Amman, Egypt, Dead Sea, 
Greek Islands, Spain (our first trip … 
and another place I always wanted to 
visit). Dhow trip to Bahrain. Trip to the 
Emirates. That’s enough for now!

My wife and I moved into the 
Erickson Retirement Community named 
Highland Springs here in Dallas. It is 
chock full of interesting and talented 
people who are willing to share their life 
experiences—especially over dinner 
each evening. We exposed a number of 
people to our experiences in Saudi 

Arabia and the current head of the 
Men’s Club asked me to speak at a 
breakfast meeting in January.

It was very well received and the 
success was passed on to the lady who 
“books” lectures, entertainment, etc., so 
she booked me for an hour lecture last 
month. Very well received and numerous 
people who could not attend have been 
asking when I would do it again.

John Hodge

8040 Frankford Road #222

Dallas, Texas, 75252

AHBooks77@aol.com

Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah
Strikes Chord
May 19, 2012

Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah … is always a 
great read and I look for names and 
faces of those I might know from way 

Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah

M A I L  C E N T E R

John Hodge, front row, third from right, 
played catcher on the Exploration 
Department’s slo-pitch team in the spring 
of 1982. “The team was listed as ‘The 
Freebasers’ and we had a great time!” 
he wrote. “Front row, from left: Chuck 
Preston (red cap), Steve Mann, Bob 
Steen, Rod Caddick, John Hodge, Don 
Gibson (pitcher) and Jim O’Donnell. Back 
row: Kent Norton (Aramco brat aka ‘boy 
geologist’), Layton Hooper, Joe Gathman, 
Tom Keith, Bob Broomhall (the shy one), 
Jim Blackwell and Doug McArther.”
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back when. I was in Ras Tanura in the
1950s. I did recognize a name [Walter
Juszczak] on the “In Memoriam” page,
a friend of my parents who retired here
in New Jersey. I will try to contact the
family.

I always enjoy the Mail Center and
comments from annuitants/brats, etc.

My parents were May and Walter
Lorentzen. My mom, sister and I went
over to Saudi Arabia in 1948, arriving
in Dhahran in the heat of the summer.
My dad went over about a year before
us (only guessing). We returned to New
York in September of 1959. That was
a cultural shock to me, going to high
school in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Tina Winters

23 Lilly Drive

Little Egg Harbor, NJ 08087

tantina59@aol.com

NOTE: Tina said in June she had contacted

her parents’ friend, Mary (Mish) Juszczak,

whose husband Walter died in 2011. “It’s

amazing how our time in Saudi Arabia

always stays with us, and our memories

are so good,” she wrote. “I have some vivid

memories of time spent with [the Juszczaks]

when I lived in Ras Tanura in the early 1950s.

They cared for me when my parents and

sister took a short leave. In fact Walter saved

my life ... another story.”

Old-timers’ Tales
Appreciated
June 1, 2012

I just got my mail. Wow! Instant
fame and fortune…. Sally Duncan looks
absolutely exuberant [on the cover].
I really like the new look and layout;
it’s refreshing. I’m delighted that you
found Nestor “Sandy” Sander’s “Des-
ert Encounter.” I had never read it
before and it is classic Nestor, full of
information with a taste of nostal-
gia. He was a memorable man and
I had great affection for him. I also
saw that Rick Vidal passed on. He
was another fascinating character and
I presume that he was able to see his
article before his passing.

Tim Barger

1101 Portola

 Vista, CA 92084

1945 to January 1947, being the first
child in Ras Tanura, originally living at
the Terminal, moving to Najmah around
September 1946. Then, in January
1947, we moved to Dhahran and I
graduated from ninth grade in 1951.

Fahmi Basrawi supervises recitation by a
Saudi student at the Jabal School in 1947.
He not only excelled as a classroom teacher
in the 1940s, but he “threw himself into
the organization of baseball and volleyball
teams, trips to oases and photography
classes [and] in his spare time tutored
Americans in Arabic, launched the first
Aramco taxi service and took photographs
for company identification cards,” according
to Saudi Aramco and Its People, A History
of Training (1998).Left: Away to school in 1955: May and

Walter Lorentzen pose with daughters
Tina (left) and Judy at the Dhahran
Airport as they prepare to see Judy off to
the American Community School in
Beirut. Above: Tina, five, and Judy, nine,
enjoy the holidays at their home in Ras
Tanura in 1949.

Tim Barger and Sally
Duncan stroll at Madain Salih,
a stop on a trip to the kingdom
in February honoring
antiquities donors.

Remembering
Fahmi Basrawi
June 14, 2012

I received Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah
magazine this week and saw the
obituary for Fahmi Basrawi. I thought
it was interesting that there was no
mention of him teaching Arabic to the
American schoolchildren around 1947
or so. I was a student of his and maybe
the only one, but I’m not sure. I can’t
remember how many years I studied
Arabic with him, but I think it was
several years, at least.

I was in Ras Tanura from November
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I am one of those little girls with their
backs to the camera in the picture with
King Ibn Saud when he visited in 1947
and I recall I gave a speech to him in
Arabic which Fahmi helped me prepare.
He was an excellent teacher and I
learned a great deal, but, unfortunately,
I remember very little.

As an adult, I had to learn Spanish
for living in Argentina from 1966 to
1971 with my husband who was work-
ing for Ford Motor Co. I became fluent
and then moved to France in 1974 to
1978, also with a Ford subsidiary, and
became fluent in French. At least mov-
ing to Australia in 1978 to 1981 didn’t
involve another language!—just the
difficulty sometimes in understanding
the accent. Now I can’t remember any
of the languages well!!

Sorry to hear of Fahmi’s death.
Nan Cooper Healy

(daughter of Bill and Daisy Cooper)

P.O. Box 4932

Incline Village, NV 89450

Palestinian
Dress Story
Brings Smile
June 14, 2012

I am very pleased
and truly grateful for
the article covering
my interest in Palestin-
ian wedding dresses,
along with a photo
of one of the dresses
from Bayt Dajan
(ca. 1940).

The new magazine
format is quite impres-
sive, new size, page
design, quality of printing
and the well-written arti-
cles covering a broad spec-
trum of retiree personalities
and topics of interest.

Thank you again for
the wonderful Al-Ayyam
Al-Jamilah article.

Joan Bunting

14715 Barryknoll No. 137

Houston, Texas 77079

Fun to See Friends
June 18, 2012

A good friend of mine recently
showed me a copy of the previous edi-
tion of your fine magazine. How won-
derful to see that the cover featured
him, Tim Barger, and my dear friend
Sally Onnen Duncan….

I was raised in Saudi Arabia, among
other places, while my dad, John
Schnautz, built his career with Aramco.
I feel exceedingly fortunate to have
been exposed to the culture and envi-
ronment of the kingdom, and still retain
some memory of the basic Arabic I
learned as a child. It would be an honor
to be connected with ongoing activities
in the expat community, as well as be
informed of the recent developments in
tourism and archeology for the region.
The subject is fascinating!

Patricia Schnautz

McLaughlin

1307 Laurel Glen Blvd.

Leander, TX 78641

Railroad Brat Seeks
Dad’s Colleagues
July 12, 2012

If anyone remembers Vince Murphy,
I would be honored to hear from you.
Mom and I joined him in Dhahran in
1952. We were down at 305 Third St.,
and in Dammam after they set up
family housing. Because Dad was
management/senior staff, we still
had Aramco Dining Hall, Canteen,
Laundry and Commissary privileges.
I went to second grade in Dhahran
(Ms. Underwood) and returned to
Dhahran in 1960 and went to the
eighth and then ninth grades….

Dad was originally in Transportation
with Aramco and I tried, unsuccess-
fully, to find his old badge number; all
Dad’s stuff went up in a horrible fire

M A I L  C E N T E R

Top left: Bert Seal shot this photo of the
Saudi Government Railroad’s Dammam
Port trestle on a visit there with Vince
Murphy in 1956, five years after the
railroad opened for business. Above: Third
graders including Davey Murphy, second
row, left, smile for the photographer
around 1953. The photo of Dhahran and
Dammam students was taken at the play-
ing fields off King’s Road, with an Aramco
school bus at the rear, according to
Murphy. Left: Saudi Arabian Government
Railroad Assistant Manager Vince Murphy
works in his Dammam office in 1952, the
year his family joined him in Dhahran. He
retired in 1962.
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in 1984. Mom and Dad were friends 
with Tom and Mrs. Barger and a bunch 
of other Aramcons. I would love to hear 
from anyone who knew or remembers 
my dad. 

Davey Murphy

riskbiz@bellsouth.net

NOTE: Bert Seal, an Aramco photographer 

from 1955-’60, contacted Davey after read-

ing his original request to hear from anyone 

remembering his dad, assistant manager and 

later manager of the Saudi Arabian Govern-

ment Railroad, on the AramcoExpats.com 

website. “I met your father a few times,” 

Seal said in a message that included several 

photos of the railhead at Dammam Port  

that he shot on a visit with Vince Murphy  

56 years ago.

Mandaville Addresses 
M.E. Developments
July 17, 2012

The enclosed article [“Egypt’s Power 
Seesaw has U.S. in a Quandary”] is 
from my local morning newspaper and 
mentions Peter Mandaville. This could 
only be the youngest son of Aramco 
annuitant Jim, 
and Lotte, 
Mandaville. 

The photo 
[top right] 
is from our 
November 
1978 camping 
trip with the 
Mandavilles to 
the border of 
Qatar when that 
territory was 
relinquished to 
Saudi Arabia, 
and Jim wanted 
us to be the first 
people to be 

there. We camped on the beach and it 
was gorgeous scenery and weather.

Bev Swartz

dunecart@comcast.net

NOTE: Jim Mandaville confirmed that his 

son Peter was quoted critiquing U.S. policy 

toward Egypt in the New York Times story 

that Bev sent from her Sarasota, Fla., news-

paper. Peter Mandaville grew up in Dhahran 

and is director of the Ali Vural Ak Center 

for Global Islamic Studies at George Mason 

University in Fairfax, Va. He was recently an 

advisor at the U.S. State Dept. He was also 

featured in the Summer 2012 issue of Middle 

East Policy magazine, among four scholars 

who took part in a Capitol Hill conference 

convened in April by the Middle East Policy 

Council to discuss “Political Islam in the Arab 

Awakening: Who are the Major Players?”A 

story about Mandaville appeared in the Fall 

2007 issue of Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah.

Link-Ups in Lahore
August 21, 2012

Thank you very much for sending the 
spring issue (my first copy of Al-Ayyam 
Al-Jamilah)! My father Abdulrahim 
Qureshi (Abo Jamal) spent 36 years 
and six months of his life with Saudi 
Aramco, retiring in 2010 as a senior 
industrial-skills trainer. My siblings and I 
were born and raised in Saudi Arabia. I 
absolutely loved living there!!!! 

The Spring 2012 issue got my father 
reconnected with his old friends in 
Lahore, Pakistan. Thank you again, and 
my father and I look forward to many 
more issues!

Najeeb Qureshi

qureshi_najeeb@hotmail.com

A young Peter Mandaville handles camp 
chores on a 1978 trip to the Saudi-Qatari 
border with his parents Jim and Lotte 
Mandaville, and Bev and Carter Swartz. 

Prof. Peter 
Mandaville spoke 
to the Houston 
Foreign Affairs 
Council in 2007 
on “Beyond 
Islamism: The 
Growth and 
Impact of the 
New Islamic 
Media.” 
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Desert Divas Celebrate

The Desert Divas held their 12th reunion 
at the home of Nancy and Buddy Vance 

at Telllico Lake in Loudon, Tenn., April 26-
May 5, celebrating friendships among 
members of the Sewing Group in Dhahran 
dating back to 1973. Hedy Orkney started 
the Sewing Group when she and her hus-
band Rob arrived in Dhahran that year.

The ladies began holding reunions in 

2002 when Vance and Orkney hosted a 
gathering of former Sewing Group mem-
bers in their homes at Tellico Lake.

“Over a period of 30 years there were 
quite a few ladies who were members,” 
said Kathy Klingman, a reunion regular. 
“Some overlapped in years and others did 
not. But we all share the common back-
ground of having lived in Dhahran.”  

Klingman 
recalled that she, 
Athena Herrin and 
Donna Jones “drove 
from Texas with 
nine 18-inch-tall 
camels—one for 
each attendee to 
decorate” for the 
first reunion. They 
dubbed the 
dromedaries “the 
Camel Caravan.”

“Along the 
way, some of the 
husbands began 
going in a group to 
play golf at Myrtle 
Beach, S.C. As some 
of the ‘golf widows’ 
joined us, we 

decided to change 
our name to one 
that referenced our 
days in Saudi Ara-
bia … and a name 
which encouraged 
us to have fun.”

At their 2004 
reunion at Gulf 
Shores, Ala., hosted 
by Carolyn Smith, 
they became the 
Desert Divas. 

This reunion, 
the Divas visited the 
Titanic Museum and took in a production 
at the Smoky Mountain Opry in Pigeon 
Forge, Tenn., and had an outing to Bald 
River Falls and climbed to the top of the 
falls. They made tile coasters decoupaged 
with family photos and origami flowers for 
centerpieces for a wedding. 

Four Divas arrived early and drove to 
Ripley and Halls in western Tennessee to 
meet some of Nancy Vance’s family and 
friends. Among other activities, they picked 
strawberries for the reunion.

The next reunion is planned in the 
spring at the home of Pat and Bob Fleming 
in West Covina, Calif.

M O S A I C

6 F A L L  2012 Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah

Desert Divas pictured at their 2012 reunion are, front row, from left: 
Donna Jones, Montgomery, Texas; Patty Fleming, West Covina, Calif.; 
Stephanie Jones, Spring, Texas; Diane Burgoyne, Stowe, Vt.; Sharon 
O’Brien, Sarasota, Fla.; Rita Steininger, Oakton, Va. Back row: Host 
Nancy Vance, Loudon, Tenn; Carolyn Smith, Jackson, Miss.; Lee Thiel, 
Rapid City, S.D.; Becky Sigmon, Mathews, N.C.; Hedy Orkney, Loudon, 
Tenn.; Sue Foster, Lake Toxaway, N.C. 

Patel Wins Top Safety Engineers Award

The American Society of Safety Engineers 
(ASSE) awarded Jitendra (Jitu) C. Patel 

the 2012 Diversity in the Safety, Health 
and Environmental Profession Award at its 
Professional Development Conference in 
Denver, Colo., on June 3. 

Patel completed a 21-year career with 
the Loss Prevention Dept. in 2001, retiring 
as a supervisor in the Ras Tanura Loss Pre-
vention Division. He has remained active in 
the field since then.

Patel said the achievements for which 
he was honored “truly belong to so many 
others who support me with great team 
spirit that allows us to work together to 
prevent workplace injuries all over the 
world.”

The Diversity Award is given annu-
ally to an ASSE member “for outstanding 
accomplishments, leadership and service” 
in the safety, health and environmental 
(SH&E) profession, ASSE said. The awardee 
is selected by a vote of ASSE peers.

“Jitu has continuously promoted 
ASSE and the value of being a mem-
ber of ASSE, regardless of career level 
or geography,” said ASSE President 
Terri Norris.

Patel championed the launch of 
ASSE’s first chapter in India in March. 
The chapter has around 70 members 
and membership is expected to grow 
as news of its inauguration “contin-
ues to spread throughout the coun-
try,” ASSE said. 

Patel, who lives in Glendale, 
Ariz., with his wife Panna, helped 
found ASSE’s Middle East Chapter—
its first foreign chapter—in 1982 and 
was its president in 1987 and 2000. In 
addition, he “spread ASSE’s message 
around the world by sharing his vast 
knowledge of the SH&E profession by 
teaching seminars organized by ASSE’s 
Middle East Chapter that took place 
around the region on topics that included 

process and safety inspections and opera-
tions and maintenance,” ASSE said.

Jitu Patel receives the Safety, Health and Environ-
mental Profession Award from Terri Norris, president 
of the American Society of Safety Engineers, at the 
group’s Professional Development Conference in 
Denver, Colo.
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Sewing Group veter-
ans accoutered this 
Camel Caravan at their 
first reunion at the 
homes of Nancy Vance 
and Hedy Orkney in 
Louden, Tenn., in 2002.



Daughter Opens Window On Middle East

Fran Turner, daughter of early employee
George Fobes, turned her experiences

teaching in Saudi Arabia, Jordan and the
U.A.E. into a communications platform
through Senior University Georgetown in
Georgetown, Texas, in June. Her father
joined the company in Dhahran in 1938
and her mother arrived in 1945; Turner was
born in California early in 1947, less than a
year after the couple left the kingdom.

Approximately 70 people attended her
lecture, entitled “The People of the Middle
East,” at Southwestern University.

Turner said she accepted an invita-
tion to speak after noticing that questions

people asked her locally about the region,
such as what she wore and whether she
could drive, indicated that their perceptions
of the area were based on what they knew
about just one or two countries, often
through unbalanced media coverage.

“I had a very positive experience there
and I wanted others to know about it and
that the people are wonderful,” she said.
She said her talk focused on the fact that
the people of the region “are not all the
same, but have their own identity and cul-
ture. Middle Easterners are diverse and no
one group represents the entire region.”

She spoke about the countries where
she lived, as
well as Syria
and Yemen,
and touched
on Egypt,
Lebanon,
Oman and
Turkey.

Turner
earned a
master’s
degree in
teaching
English to
speakers

of other languages in 1999, after seeing
her last daughter off to university, and
landed a job at Dar al-Hekma, a private
college for women in Jiddah. She said
“family connections” helped her in transi-
tioning there, according to a story in Sun
Rays magazine in Sun City, Texas, where
Turner lives.

“My father went to work [in Dhahran]
in the late ‘30s,” Turner said, “so I grew
up hearing stories of Arabia and looking
at pictures.” Her brother was working in
Jiddah when she moved there.

She taught for a year at Dar al-Hekma,
two years in Jordan and six years at Shaikh
Zayed University in the U.A.E. She taught
women everywhere but in Jordan.

‘When you educate girls, they can
become participants in society,” she told
the magazine. “They can even direct how
societies go.”

English is a “vehicle to learn about
the world,” she said, noting that along
with the travel opportunities her degree
provided, “I wanted to teach for peace
and global understanding. I feel that in the
world today one of the reasons that peace
has eluded us is that people don’t have an
understanding of each other. You get that
understanding by communicating.”

7

Fran Turner addresses a Senior University Georgetown class in Georgetown,
Texas. The daughter of George Fobes, who worked for the company from
1938-‘46, she taught English in Saudi Arabia, Jordan and the U.A.E. between
1999 and 2008.

Mays Touch Kingdom’s Culture

Former teacher and school
administrator Norman May

and his wife Lois, who lived in
Dhahran from 1956-’61, offered
glimpses into the kingdom and
the Middle East at events in
Denton, Texas, this summer.

In July, Norman delivered
a talk entitled “My Middle East
Experience” to 25-30 residents
of the Good Samaritan Society-
Denton Village community
where he and his wife live. In
August, Lois gave community
residents a peek at her extensive
doll collection that includes several from
the kingdom.

Norman joined Aramco as Industrial
Training Center instructor and then moved
to the Dhahran School. He discussed topics
ranging including the locations and impact
of oil production in the region and its
importance in the world economy, to Islam
and life and customs in the Middle East.

Attendees were curious about the
influence of Islam on business and daily
life in the region and May explained that
religious practices dictated work schedules,
said Marcia Keough, Life Enrichment coor-
dinator at Denton Village.

Lois May invited women from Denton
Village into the couple’s home to see “a
doll collection so extensive guests had to

navigate several rooms” to appreciate it all,
Keough said.

She showed off four new dolls
acquired at the annual Doll Convention in
New Orleans, La., this summer—an event
she attended with her cousin and fellow
doll collector Marian Ferguson, who lived
in Dhahran with her husband Ken from the
1950s to 1970.

Lois May shows off her Arab
dolls, part of an enormous col-
lection that fills several rooms of
her home in Denton, Texas. Left:
Norman May speaks to residents
of Denton Village about “My
Middle East Experience.”
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Cinderella, Prince 
Reunite in Scotland

Thespians Ann (Barlow) Klepper and Bill 
Tracy reunited in Edinburgh, Scotland, 

this spring, reminiscing, with their spouses 
Nick and Marjorie, about their roles in 
Cinderella 34 years ago. He played Prince 
Charming and she was Cinderella in the 
annual Dhahran pantomime, performed in 
January 1978. 

The show was the first for the bud-
ding Dhahran Theatre Group, which that 
February adopted a constitution and offi-
cially moved into the shoes—and onto the 
stage—of its predecessor, Dramaramco.

Cinderella’s “players found the right 
mix of humor and song to keep all the 
children (young and old) amused and 
happy” in the later-than-usual holiday 
tickler, The Arabian Sun reported. 

John Ivinson directed the show and 
the cast included Anne Hutchinson (the 
Baroness), Richard Thom and John Webb 
(her ugly daughters), Bob Reece (the 
Baron), Barry Hampshire (Lord Stoneleigh), 
Sharon Adams (the fairy godmother), Bruce 
and Brenda Burgner, Elissa Adams and 
Sarah Martin (Cinderella’s friends), and 
Kristin McIntosh, Debbie Morgan and Jenny 
Montgomery (the rats and mice). Anne 
Staal provided piano accompaniment.

Adams and Hampshire worked hard 

to make sure Cinderella “could fall into 
the arms of her ‘beautiful dream,’ Prince 
Charming,” the Sun said.

Tracy and the then-Ann Barlow were 
together on stage and during business 
hours, for they both worked in the Public 
Relations Dept. in Dhahran. Tracy and his 
wife live in Spokane, Wash. Barlow married 
Nick Klepper in 1988.

“Ah! the good old days,” she wrote. 
“What a joy and privilege to have worked 
in Saudi Arabia—they were the happiest 
years of my life.

“I was also in a couple of other plays 
in Dhahran—Hay Fever by Noel Coward 
and Barney the Easter Bunny. Great 
camaraderie and a lot of fun!”

M O S A I C

8 F A L L  2012 Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah

Above: Cinderella—Ann (Barlow) Klepper—and 
Prince Charming—Bill Tracy—posed for these 
photos 34 years apart, in Dhahran in 1978 and at 
Ann’s home in Edinburgh, Scotland, this spring. 
Right: Bill Tracy and Ann Barlow are finally 
united at the climax of Cinderella.

Photo History

Left: Shaikh Amin, former Aramco chief photographer, visited Burnie Moody, former Photo Unit supervisor, his wife Pat, a former Dhahran 
elementary school teacher, and Moody family members at the Moody’s home in Hilton Head Island, S.C., in June. Pictured from left are Kent 
and Burnie Moody, Shaikh Amin, Charlyn (Moody) Page and Scott and Pat Moody. Amin joined the company in 1948 and started his career 
as a company photographer 16 years later, retiring in 1987. Moody joined the Photo Lab in 1960 and retired in 1985. In a 2010 interview, 
Amin recalled that he joined Moody and six Saudi photographers there. Right: Burnie Moody (kneeling front center) and his Photo Unit 
staff posed at Well No. 7, the kingdom’s discovery well, in 1962—a couple of years before Shaikh Amin joined the crew. From left, 
they are: V.K. Anthony, Sa‘id al-Ghamdi, Ali Mohammed Khalifa, Ali Abdullah Khalifa, Ahmed Mentakh and Abdul Latif Yousif.
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Weddings Celebrated

T anaz Khory, daughter of retirees Farouk and
Yasmin Khory, wed Alim Jivraj on April 6
in Toronto, Canada. Her sister Navaz was

the maid of honor and her bridesmaids included Saudi
Aramco friends Theresa Chan, Natasha Marwah and
Maria Carvalho.

Among the wedding guests were relatives from
India and Calgary, along with more than 50 current
and former company employees and family members
who travelled from as far as Dhahran, Dubai and the
United Kingdom.

The bride graduated from the Dhahran School
in 1999 and holds a bachelor’s degree from Queens
University in Kingston, Ontario, and an MBA from
McMaster University in Hamilton.

Farouk Khory worked in Project Management
from 1991-2012 and Yasmin Khory was registrar at
the Dhahran School. They reside in Toronto and can be
contacted at faryas@hotmail.com.

Khurram “Maaz” Zahid, son of retiree Zahid
Shah and his wife Maryum, married Sophia
Motlani, daughter of Yaseen and Tasneem

Motlani, in Palatine, Ill., a Chicago suburb, on July 5.
More than 200 friends and relatives attended the nikah
wedding reception arranged by the bride’s parents.

The next day the couple attended a valima
reception held by the groom’s parents at well-known
Chicago restaurant. The groom arrived on horseback,
a tradition in his family’s native Punjab, India, to the
accompaniment of an orchestra playing a popular
folksong.

The groom’s father joined Aramco in 1974 and
retired in 2010 as a member of the Northern Area
Technical Support Engineering Dept. Four of the
couple’s six children, including Maaz, were born in
the kingdom.

Maaz Zahid attended Rahima Academy until the
eighth grade and completed high school and college in
the United States. He operates three “As Seen on TV”
shops in malls in Illinois, and his father joined him in
the enterprise when he retired.

TANAZ KHORY WEDS IN TORONTO

GROOM RIDES HORSE TO WEDDING FÊTE

Newlyweds Tanaz and Alim Jivraj, seated center, pose with Tanaz’s parents Farouk and
Yasmin Khory and Tanaz’s sister Navaz, her maid of honor.

Maaz Zahid and his wife Sophia pose with their parents, from left, Yaseen Motlani and
Zahid Shah and Maryum Zahid and Tasneem Motlani.



10 Al~Ayyam Al~JamilahF A L L  2012

Al-Falih  
Lauds  
Steineke,  
Meets  
Daughter  

Max and Florence Steineke flank their daughter Marian, with sister Maxine at the left, in a late-1930s photo
that was probably shot at Half Moon Bay.



Marian Taafe, the younger daughter of pioneer geologist Max Steineke, poses with President and CEO
Khalid Al-Falih, left, and Donald Lowe, a geology professor at Stanford University, at a dinner in Palo
Alto, Calif., on June 1.

11

the theory and practice of leadership in his
remarks.

“Saudi Aramco’s story is one of success
by multiple measures,” he said. He also
explained that the company had embarked

He said the company has national, as
well as global, responsibilities. “To that
end, we act as the engine of the kingdom’s
economy—not only as the predominant
source of revenue and the sole provider of
energy to the nation, but also by helping
to build national capacity and grow the
Saudi economy.”

Just a day before, Al-Falih took
part in the inauguration of a $10 billion
refinery-expansion project by Motiva, a
joint venture between affiliates of Saudi
Aramco and Shell, in Port Arthur, Texas.
That work doubled the plant’s capacity
to 600,000 barrels per day, making it the
largest refinery in North America.

In Palo Alto, Al-Falih also met with
faculty members from Stanford’s School of
Earth Sciences to discuss the partnership
launched in 2011 by Saudi Aramco, King
Fahd University of Petroleum and Miner-
als in Dhahran and Stanford to collaborate

Al-Falih greeted Marian Taafe, the
younger of Steineke’s two daughters,
at a dinner she attended with her son
at the home of Stanford Provost John
Etchemendy.

Steineke earned his bachelor’s degree
from Stanford in 1921. He joined the
California Arabian Standard Oil Company
(Casoc), a predecessor to Saudi Aramco, in
1934, a year after exploration kicked off in
the kingdom.

Steineke’s wife Florence arrived in
Dhahran with Marian and her sister
Maxine in the fall of 1937. In March
1938, Casoc struck oil at Dammam Well
No. 7 in Dhahran after five years of nearly
dry holes, turning the kingdom into an
oil exporter.

Al-Falih said Steineke’s “resilience
and optimism” turned despair into tri-
umph when, as chief geologist, as he urged
skeptical executives in California to stay
the course and “drill a little deeper” at
Well No. 7.

Steineke left Saudi Arabia in 1946 but
continued as chief geologist until 1950. He
died in 1952 at age 54 at his home in Los
Altos, Calif.

Fred Davies, Aramco CEO during
most of the 1950s, credited Steineke with
“having at least a finger in the develop-
ment of every Saudi Arabian oil field” until
his death.

Steineke’s daughter Maxine visited
the kingdom with her son and daughter in
1986. An Arabian Sun story at that time
showed pictures of the Steineke sisters
seated double on a camel and sitting with
their parents at the foot of a dune in the
late ‘30s.

Al-Falih told his “View from the
Top” audience he was following Steineke’s
advice to “drill a little deeper” in exploring

audi Aramco President and CEO Khalid Al-Falih made 

a new link with the company’s past—and tied it to the 

future—when he met a daughter of pioneer geologist  

Max Steineke during a visit to Stanford University in 

Palo Alto, Calif., on June 1. He spoke at the “View from 

the Top” lecture series sponsored by Stanford’s Graduate School of 

Business, telling some 300 attendees that Steineke’s perseverance 

in the face of adversity had been an inspiration to him.

on research and education in subsurface
science and engineering.

A dinner celebrating Max Steineke’s
contribution to the company and to world
energy capped the day’s activities. Stan-
ford’s provost presented Al-Falih with a
framed photo of Stanford’s Braun Hall,
where Steineke attended classes to earn his
bachelor’s degree in geology.

on a program of rapid transformation to
“unleash its full power and potential.”

“I have often compared Saudi Aramco
to a high-performance racing car,” he
noted. “If you drive it downtown through
traffic and encounter lots of stoplights and
intersections, it will never reach top speed.
Instead, you have to get it out on the super
speedway, rev the engine and unleash the
vehicle’s true potential.”
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Top: Jeanne and Fred Abbott and their
daughter Carol watch young Fred Abbott
chalk the recently laid sidewalk in front
of their new home (#1124) in Dhahran
in 1948. Above: The Abbotts pose with
a commemorative tray given to them
by Frank Jungers, probably around the
time Abbott retired as general manager,
Producing and Exploration, in 1972. In
a later oral-history interview, Jungers
recalled that he and his wife occupied
#1124 when they moved to Dhahran. Left:
Life photographer David Douglas Duncan
studies Dammam Well No. 7 in Dhahran in
this photo from the Fred Abbott collection.
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It’s been an ongoing project.
My favorite find has been a metal box of slides from the 1940’s and ‘50s and

my favorite slide is a picture of my father Fred, taken in the desert. Wearing khaki
slacks and a long-sleeved shirt, he poses with one arm against a huge pipe, grinning
from under the bill of his khaki baseball-style cap. He looks very happy.

His writing on the slide identifies the pipeline as part of Tapline, the Trans-
Arabian Pipeline, but not the year. Tapline wasn’t begun until ‘48 which is a clue, but
there is no hint as to whom the photographer was.

Born in Nebraska, my father graduated from Stanford University in 1935 with
a degree in petroleum engineering and worked for several small oil companies in
California. He and my mother Jeanne married in 1937 and had my sister Carol and my
brother Fred.

Hired by Aramco during WWII, my dad traveled to Dhahran immediately after the
German surrender. The rest of the family arrived in 1946. I came along in 1949 and we
moved to Abqaiq in 1951. After a promotion to general manager of Operations, my parents
moved back to Dhahran before retiring in 1972.

My dad loved the job, especially going out into the desert. He took each of us in turn
on trips to oil rigs, drilling platforms and other sites. I liked spending time with him, but
I didn’t much care for the huge machinery. It smelled bad, was really noisy and very, very
dirty. In fact, I’d say it scared me.

I never talked to him about his job; it was just what he did and it wasn’t until decades
later that I ever asked him how he came to be in Saudi Arabia—how we all came to
be there.

So the picture of him in the desert, new to his career with Aramco, is precious for the
sense it gives of a young man who is exactly where he wants to be. The question is: Who
captured Fred E. Abbott, Jr. so perfectly that day in the desert?

The March 28, 1949, issue of Life magazine has a photograph of my family—Fred and
Jeanne, Carol and Freddie—that I think may help answer that question. They’re in front of

How and why I became the Abbott family archivist,
I don’t know. But, somehow, a couple of footlockers
and several boxes from my family’s time in the
kingdom wound up in my garage in Walnut Creek,
Calif. After moving into a small apartment, I decided
the only way I could manage was to fit everything into
my dad’s Kuwait chest.

By Margot Abbott

in the Desert

Fred Abbot stands next to Tapline—the Trans-
Arabian Pipeline—in this photo, perhaps shot
by David Douglas Duncan on an assignment
with Life magazine in the kingdom in 1948.
The story about Aramco appeared in the
March 28, 1949, issue of Life and included
a several photos of the Abbott family. The
Dhahran community was featured in the
part of the story titled “Life in Arabia has
its Points.”
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a brick house on a raw new street in Dhah-
ran. That picture and all the others in the
article, which is about the postwar growth
of Aramco, were taken by photojournalist
David Douglas Duncan.

In the late 1940s, Duncan was on
assignment for Life in the Middle East and
visited Saudi Arabia several times. He had
started his career before war, enlisted in the
Marines after Pearl Harbor and become
famous as a combat photographer. He has
had a long, distinguished career; perhaps
he is most famous for pictures of Marines
taken during the Korean War and several
books of photographs of Pablo Picasso.

Of course, I knew the Life pictures
from childhood and I know about when
they were taken. According to my mother,
Duncan kept telling her to “suck in her
gut,” which she was unable to do because
she was already pregnant with me! I was

born in May of 1949, so he had to
have been in Arabia in the fall
of 1948.

Did I mention that among the
slides in my father’s metal case was
one of Duncan himself, with his
camera, next to the era, next to the
wellhead of what appears to be
Dammam Well No. 7, the kingdom’s
discovery well in Dhahran? Or that
my father was wearing almost the
same khakis in the desert slide and
the Life photo of my family?

But it was the full-page photo
of the golfers that made me think
I was on the right track. Three
men and a woman are, suppos-
edly, playing between two rows of
pipeline. One golfer is caught in
mid-swing, his club aimed at the
bright red golf ball nestled right
up against the pipe.

My father was never happy
about this picture. He admired Duncan and
I’m sure deeply respected his combat experi-
ence, but swinging a golf club at a pipeline
was potentially a dangerous stunt.

Maybe that day, Duncan took one of my
dad next to Tapline.

 He did take portraits of other men,
including my dad’s best friend Red Tindall.
I think it very likely, after becoming friends
with my parents—my mother is featured
in three other pictures in the Life article—
Duncan would have also taken a portrait of
my dad.

I asked my brother and sister what they

remembered about Duncan. Not a whole
lot, but Carol recalled that there was a
famous photograph of him in Korea wear-
ing a watch my parents had given him.

My folks both talked about him,
excited by their brush with history, but actu-
ally it was Duncan who witnessed history in
Arabia and recorded what he saw for pos-
terity. He is now 96, he has a website and,
yes, I e-mailed him asking if he remembered
my parents, but there has been no answer.

The caption of this David Douglas Duncan photo, shot in 1948, reads,“Golf in Arabia is replete with
majesty and hazards. Aramco Americans’ 18-hole desert course is crossed by a subsidiary pipeline
which carries oil 34 miles from Dhahran to a Bahrain refinery. Here a red ball, gleaming against sand,
is well trapped between double pipes. Arabs think all Aramco golfers are mad.”

‘I think it’s very likely, after
becoming friends with my
parents, Duncan would
have also taken a portrait
of my father.’
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Above: Tom and Kathleen Barger smile broadly at right in this impromptu majlis.
Jeanne Abbott is seated top left. Life captioned the photo: “Bedouin hosts delight
Arab Relations Director Thomas Barger, his wife and friends on a desert picnic.”
Left: Expectant mother Jeanne Abbott eyes wallpaper samples, perhaps with the
nursery walls of her coming child (Margot, author of this story) in mind.

was reviewed in the Spring 1992 issue of

Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah. She donated memo-

rabilia from her father’s “archive” that

would not fit into his Kuwait chest to the

King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture

in Dhahran. If you have items of historical

value to the company that you would like to

donate, please contact The Editor, Al-Ayyam

Al-Jamilah, at arthur.clark@aramcoservices.

com, with no URLs or attachments.

I do wish I could
thank him for the Life
pictures and ask him if
he took the picture of
my dad in the desert
with his pipeline.

Margot Abbott is working for Contra Costa

County in California while completing her

next book. Her first book, The Last Innocent

Hour, was set in Germany in 1934-’46 and
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It’s a different pipeline than the picture
showing my father, but he and Duncan
were out in the desert taking photographs.
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GemstonesFor Imran Shareef

By Ruqaiyah Iftekhar



I

Gemologist Imran Shareef inspects a diamond in his office in Hyderabad, where he founded the
Golconda Institute of Diamonds in 2006. His father, retiree Mohammed Shareef, also holds
gemology credentials and backs up Imran when he’s traveling.
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each other in the street, a salesman sweeps
his shop front for the second time that day
and a flower lady chats animatedly with
a pair of elderly customers as cars, buses

and motorbikes whizz by in this city of
6.3 million.

A rainbow of gemstones glistens on
Shareef’s table: corundums, sapphires,
spinals, emeralds, tourmalines, jadeites,

tanzanites, ambers, rubies and garnets,
to name a few. They lie on trays draped
in red cloth, a backdrop that makes them
stand out.

“Every gem-
stone is unique,”
says Shareef,
picking up a tiny
piece of topaz
with tweezers.
“Their origins lie
in exotic places

like Sri Lanka, Africa, Vietnam, Austria
and Brazil—places most people only dream
about.”

He is alone in his sun-kissed, crisply
air-conditioned office, utterly luxurious in

Imran Shareef bends over his worktable examining a naak ki daal,

or diamond nose ring, a must for all Indian women, with a 10X

magnifying loupe. “There’s no gemstone quite like a diamond—it

forms in the most remote places on earth and the fact that it

forms is something of a miracle,” he says, maintaining his intense

concentration all the while.

Shareef was born in Hyderabad in south-central India in 1976

and grew up in Dhahran, where he lived until 1986. That’s when

his father Mohammed retired from Aramco as chief accountant,

Crude Oil Sales, after a 16-year career and returned to Hyderabad

with his wife Farisa Sultana. 

Imran Shareef is chairman and man-
aging director of the Golconda Institute
of Diamonds (GID), which he established
in Hyderabad in 2006 and named after
the nearby ancient city that was once a
diamond-marketing center. He’s now carv-
ing a niche in the field through determina-
tion and hard work.

GID offers jewelry design, gemstone
examination and courses in lab services
and lapidary skills (cutting and polishing
gemstones) according to international stan-
dards. Spread out over 4,000 square feet
in the heart of the City of the Nawabs, or
Muslim nobles, it is the first business of its
kind in the state of Andhra Pradesh.

GID’s staff of around 20 is interna-
tionally qualified, trained and experienced.
Shareef received certification as a diamond
and pearl grader from the Gemological
Institute of America (GIA) in New York,
NY., and he holds a certificate in rough-
diamond sorting from HRD in Antwerp,
Belgium.

He is chairman of the Diamond Grad-
ing Association in
South India and lead
faculty member in
the Development
Institute, operated
by India’s Ministry
of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
(MSME). He is also a diamond consultant
for Sha Jewelers in Chicago, Ill., and New
Deccan jewelers in Hyderabad.

It’s now 3 p.m. and everyone is back
from lunch. Near GID premises, men greet

‘Every gemstone is unique. Their
origins lie in exotic places ... that

most people only dream about.’
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this part of India. Hunched in a deep-
burgundy leather chair, he’s surrounded
by jewelry boxes and gemstone-inspection
equipment, plus lots of paperwork
arranged neatly on his cherry-wood desk.

A row of certificates and mementos
hang in glittering frames, reflecting his
achievements, as Shareef inspects a white
opal with his jeweler’s loupe.

“Jewelry is a word each girl grows
up with, but as a child I remember how
my sisters and I would crowd around
Grandma and pester her to let us peep into
the jewelry box that was hidden in the
chest,” he recalls of annual family visits to
Hyderabad with his siblings Humera and
Sameera. “The sparkle in my eyes would
match that of the trinkets that came
out of there.
I guess it
was from
those days
that anything
that glit-
tered began
to make my
heart miss a
beat.”

Next
door, sunlight
trickles through
a window in
the far corner
of his father‘s
office, spilling
under his desk
and over framed
black-and-white
photographs on
the wall. Mohammed Shareef has also
earned GIA professional credentials.

Gemology “is a relatively new science
that traces its roots back to mankind’s
earliest attempts to create ornamental
objects,” he says. “The rise of democra-
cies led to the decline of monarchies and
powerful tycoons
replaced rulers as the
buyers of priceless
jewels. The era of
Hyderabad’s last
dynastic rulers, the
Nizams, was famous
for its extravagance,
luxury and fabulous
gemstones.”

GID whispers of that time. Rows of
gemstones sit atop glass shelves, exuding a
charm that is rare in this ever-more mall-
crazed city. The company trains students
in diamond grading in 24 hours (four

hours daily for six
days), the only such
course in India. Other
courses range from
gold appraisal to gem
identification, and
GID offers a retail-
jewelry diploma.

 Shareef spends time screening cus-
tomers’ gemstones. Silence prevails as he
examines a diamond in controlled lighting
to assess its “Four Cs”: color, clarity,
cut and carat weight. When finished, he
will issue a diamond-grading report to
the client.

Customers also arrive with custom-
jewelry ideas. They work with Shareef to
put them on paper and return to see their
designs brought to life, ready to wear.

When Shareef is globetrotting to keep
up with business commitments, his father

backs him up in Hyderabad. When he’s in
town and not inspecting gems or deal-
ing with customers, Shareef is conducting
hands-on courses and seminars. He is a
qualified GIA instructor and works with-
out notes.

“You might be just starting out in the
gems and jewelry business or you might be
an industry veteran who enrolled in this
course to increase your knowledge—either
way, your newly acquired skills and knowl-
edge will be the keys to your success in the
rapidly changing jewelry environment,” he
tells a typical group of students.

In class, students venture from GIA
mines in East
Africa to the
buzzing diamond
districts of New
York and Mum-
bai, watching
gemstones travel
from source
to market to

the retail counter—eventually becoming
heirlooms.

“We take pride in preparing students
to become the leaders who will guide the
industry into the future with a high degree
of integrity, ethics and trust, meeting the

His jeweler’s loupe dangling from his neck, Imran Shareef consults with his
father Mohammed at the Golconda Institute of Diamonds, or GID. The firm
takes its name from a nearby ancient city that was a center for marketing
diamonds. Left: This notice, published in local newspapers, advertises a six-day
government-backed diamond course at GID.

‘The era of Hyderabad’s last dynastic
rulers, the Nizams, was famous
for its extravagance, luxury and

fabulous gemstones.’
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Imran Shareef and Seung-Hae Moon, managing director, Asia-Pacific, Gemological Institute of 
America, sit in front of a diamond-grading class at the Golconda Institute of Diamonds.

demands of the global gem and jewelry 
industry,” says Shareef. “Students are 
taught every magnificent step across the 
timeless phenomenon we call gemology.”

Participants must pass a number of 
practical tests to graduate. Overall, they 
gain “the skills to become a vigilant buyer, 
appraiser, retailer and manufacturer across 
the industry,” he says.

Trainees are pleased.
“Students get a micro as well as a 

macro outlook into the world of diamonds 
and colored stones and get to know their 
gemstones better overall,” says a young 
man named Yusuf. “The faculty here is 
experienced, disciplined and helpful.”

“GID offered a bird’s-eye view of 
the global gems and jewelry industry,” 
says a student called Asiya. “The teach-
ing methods are great and the instructor is 
extremely helpful.”

Speaking from behind a veil, only her 
kohl-rimmed eyes visible, another student 
says, “Learning the clarity-grading skill, 
one of the most important aspects of 
diamond grading, felt amazing.” That skill 
helps in deciding whether to purchase a 
stone at given price, and “in selling, we are 
able to influence a buyer’s decision since a 

This dazzling assortment of gemstones, 
including opals, tanzanites, ametrines, 
spinels, tourmalines and chersoberyls, reflects 
the beauty of Imran Shareef’s avocation.

diamond’s clarity is the major component 
of its value.”

Graduates receive certificates from the 
MSME Development Institute. An MSME 
official delivers a talk and explains that 
the government of India is willing to help 
entrepreneurs succeed by providing techni-
cal and managerial consultancy services, 
economic and market information and 
further training in various areas. 

They couldn’t have a better model than 
Imran Shareef, who stands smiling nearby.

The author completed the 10th grade 
at Manarat al-Sharkiah International 
School in al-Khobar in 2010 and is pursu-
ing a bachelor’s degree in social work at the 
Roda Mistry College of Social Work and 
Research Center in Hyderabad. She is the 
daughter of Mohammed Ifteqaruddin and 
Akbari Begum. Her father retired as a tech-
nical advisor at the Ras Tanura Refinery 
in 2010 after a 33-year career. She can be 
reached at ruqaiyah.13@gmail.com.
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early 350 retirees and family members
from the United States and around the
world turned out to get back in touch at

the 28th Annuitants Reunion in Tucson, Ariz., Oct.
5-8. In the words of former Aramco photographer
Bert Seal, who signed on in 1955, it was a gathering of
“one big happy family.”

“We didn’t have our parents or our grandparents
at Aramco, so we relied on each other,” added Mary
Bratt, who went to the kingdom with her husband
John in 1965 and stayed until 1976, when he trans-
ferred to Aramco Services Company (ASC) in Houston
for 11 more years. “I just love the memories. We’re very
grateful for those years.”

The couple brought their two children, Glen and
Merrilee, ages 2 1/2 and five, with them to Saudi Arabia. “We say we have ‘real’ Brats,” Mary noted with a chuckle.

“Family” members traded tales of old times and recent happenings nearly nonstop during the reunion, on the
patio of their hotel in the cactus-dotted Tucson Mountains, in hospitality rooms with attendees’ exhibits, and at
meals including the Gala Banquet sponsored by ASC on Oct. 6.

That night, the group heard from Prince Sultan ibn Salman, president of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and
Antiquities (SCTA), and keynote speaker Abdulla Al Naim, Saudi Aramco’s vice president of Exploration.

Prince Sultan’s video message was the first address ever by a member of the royal family at an Annuitants
Reunion. He congratulated attendees on their biennial gathering, calling it “a wonderful event,” and thanked Rick
and Rianne Chimblo of Tucson for hosting the affair.

He also thanked those who have returned artifacts to the kingdom as part of the effort mounted by the company
to support the SCTA’s antiquities-repatriation program. He said he hoped former employees would “have the chance
in the very near future to bring your families and come back to our very wonderful country and share your wonder-
ful memories.”

Abdulla Al Naim extended greetings from President and CEO Khalid Al-Falih and praised attendees for their
contributions to the enterprise, saying the company looked upon retirees as “the ambassadors of Saudi Aramco in the
United States.”
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L.‘ One Big Happy Family’ 
 Reunites in Tucson

By Arthur Clark

Rick and Rianne Chimblo, hosts of the 28th Annuitants
Reunion, welcome attendees on Evening 1 of the four-day
gathering. Rick joined the Exploration Organization in
1980 and Rianne worked there, too.

tucson ‘hafla’  2012
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Clockwise from top left: Keynote Speaker
Abdulla Al Naim, vice president of
Exploration, opens a gift book from Phil
Salstrom, former chief geologist, Reservoir
Geology, with whom he worked as a
young man; Ellen and Jack Meyer, left,
Preston Lamp and Wendy Mouat, seated
right, and Adele Tavares, behind, await
an outdoor snack before evening festivi-
ties begin; volunteers Sandra Mauldin
and Ginny Griffith show off their wares at
the Reception Desk; Ann Kennedy (right
front) and Joan Williams inspect a jewelry
exhibit by Linda Gunter-Goodman and her
husband Warren.

Above: Gary and Nancy Williams Howell relax beside one of
several pools at the reunion hotel. Right: Prince Sultan ibn
Salman, president of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and
Antiquities, extended a special welcome to reunion attendees
and expressed his condolences to family of three-time reunion
host Curt Wideman, who died in September. He also said he
hoped retirees would have the chance to return to the kingdom
with their families “in the very near future.”
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Al Naim discussed Saudi Aramco’s extensive oil and gas explo-
ration program, noting that the company had just completed its first
offshore well in the Red Sea region. He said the “hard work, innova-
tion and creativity … of husbands, wives and many children” had
paved the way for today’s Saudi Aramco.

“I heard a couple of guys talking about them being the history
of Saudi Aramco,” Al Naim said, adding, “Ladies and gentlemen,
you are not the history of Saudi Aramco. You made the history of
Saudi Aramco. More importantly, you actually designed and you put
us on track for the future of Saudi Aramco.

“When you left, you left a great company. It’s even greater
today because of your hard work…. Saudi Aramco is its people and
you are the people of Saudi Aramco. We love you deeply with all
our hearts.

“We have worked together and we have enjoyed all our success
together, and that’s what counts for us, so thank you very much.”

Rick Chimblo spoke for many when he said the years spent in
the kingdom “really changed our lives and certainly the lives of our
children and our grandchildren. It’s a great relationship.”

True to Al Naim’s address, husbands, wives and a number of
children, along with several parents, attended the gathering.

The oldest attendee was Mary Herring, 99. She came with her
daughter and son-in-law Nancy and Bob Taylor, who joined Aramco
in 1985. She visited the kingdom 11 times during the Taylors’ 17
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Above: Dancing was the order of the evening after the Gala Banquet on Oct. 6. Couples left,
center and right, are: Brian and Mary Lou Gilroy, Bob and Janice Allen and Chester and Connie
Campbell. Top right: Hugh Renfro and Julie Doody, old Aramco hands several decades apart,
pose in front of a poster for Arabia, the IMAX film about the kingdom for which Renfro served
as executive producer. He gave each attendee a copy. Right: Bob and Nancy Taylor take the
evening air with Nancy’s mother Mary Herring, who visited them 11 times during their 17-year
stay in Saudi Arabia.

years there and in 2000, at age 87, took a Dhahran Outing Group trip
to Kenya. She said the hospitality of Saudis and expatriates alike had
highlighted her visits, and that the reunion was a repeat experience.

Lucy Templer and Betty Muench, 86 and 85, respectively,
arrived in Tucson courtesy of Colette Philip, daughter of Malcolm
and Charlotte Philip. Her dad was among the group of Ras Tanura
Refinery personnel that arrived in the late 1940s. All three families
had been friends in Ras Tanura and then Dhahran, and Templer and
Muench had become “surrogate mothers” since her own mom passed
away three years ago, Philip said.

So when Muench needed a lift to the reunion from her home near
Phoenix, Philip made the two-and-a-half-hour drive from Tucson.
She also collected Templer (who flew in from Austin, Texas) at the
Phoenix airport and then drove them both to Tucson for the reunion,
along with Muench’s daughter, Teresa. “It’s a family reunion,”
Templer said, sharing anecdotes with those around her.

Al Porto, 85, attended with his son Jim, and played in the golf
tournament with Phil Salstrom, another old-timer. Porto joined
Aramco at age 24 in 1951.

Hugh Renfro, who went to work marketing refined products for
Aramco in 1952, also attended. He introduced and showed the 2010
IMAX film Arabia, for which he served as executive producer, talking
about the challenges and joys of filmmaking in places like Makkah
and Madinah.
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Ali Baluchi and Bert Seal shared memories of the third
Annuitants Reunion—held in Santa Rosa, Calif., in 1962, and the
first for each—across the table at one breakfast. Baluchi joined the
company in Dhahran in 1949 and retired as general manager of
Community Services 41 years later. He
is best known these days as organizer of
two Expatriates Reunions in the king-
dom, in 2000 and 2009, and has another
in the works for March 2015.

Other attendees from the kingdom
included Abdulaziz Al Ajaji, who retired
as vice president of Project Management
in 2001, and Fawzia Aloumi-Lide, a
primary-care doctor at the Dhahran
Health Center from 1991-2010.

Janny Slotboom, of Hipplytushoef,
Holland, and her daughter Monique, of
Haarlem, were among repeat reunion-
goers. Janny and her late husband Hans
were on Tapline from 1966-’80 and in
Ras Tanura for a decade after that. The couple’s two daughters,
Monique and Arleen, grew up in the kingdom.

“I come to the reunions because I like to see my friends,” she
said. “In Holland, I don’t find them. I spent the best years of my

life—from age 30 to 60—in the desert in Saudi Arabia.”
Linda Gerhardt, of Calgary, Canada, was one of several dozen

guests who hiked in the hills just behind the hotel. She attended with
her husband John, who worked at the EXPEC Computer Center
from 1991-2001.

The reunion was the couple’s second, and a perfect way to
celebrate their 40th-anniversary year. “Everybody’s so friendly,”
Linda said as she paused on the trail to watch a herd of deer.

A tired but happy group of guests dispersed from their moun-
tainside retreat after four sunny days and pleasant nights.

Helen Streaker may have summed up the spirit of the event
best. She joined Aramco at age 24 in 1959 to teach in Ras Tanura,
“expecting to stay two years and return to grad school,” she said.
But she met and married Al Streaker in 1960 and ended up in the
kingdom for a quarter century.

 “I thought the reunion was great,” she said. “It was wonderful
seeing so many old friends and making some new ones.”

Her most vivid memory of her time in the kingdom? Living in
Nariyah, at the beginning of Tapline, “200 kilometers into the des-
ert,” she said. “The commissary was the size of a very small closet
and to get fresh things you had to fly to Dhahran. I could write a
book called Don’t Put Onions in Your Suitcase.”

It’s safe to say that any tears in Tucson flowed for much happier
reasons than that.

Above: Kathy and Les Barnes
left, and Angela and Jim
Fleming take time off serving
as volunteer committee
members to relax with fellow
reunion-goer Cyndi Spice on
Day 1 of the reunion—the
28th in a series dating back
to 1958. Left: Attendees
continued to trade stories well
past the event’s conclusion
Oct. 8, as shown in this lively
conversation among departees
Helen Streaker, center, and
Stan and Peggy McGinley at
Tucson International Aport as
they awaited their flight to
Houston, Texas.

‘Ladies and 
gentlemen,  
you are not  
the history of  
Saudi Aramco. 
You made  
the history of  
Saudi Aramco.’

Volunteers ‘made reunion possible’
Rick and Rianne Chimblo lauded their volunteer committee

chairpersons and members at the Gala Banquet on Oct. 6,
thanking them for their contributions in planning, organizing and
conducting the gathering. “Most of all, we want to thank you for
your great suggestions, friendship and moral support,” they said.
“Without you, this Hafla would not have been possible.”

Committee chairpersons were: Anita and Tom Flickner,
door prizes; Charlie Holland, tennis; Gary Howell, bridge; Kristin
Hudson, exhibits; Jim Maher, simulated sports; Bob and Christy Maxwell,
golf; and Bill and Judy Walker, registration.

Committee members were: Hal and Marcia Barham, Kathy and Les Barnes, Bill and
Val Devoe, Julie Doody, Dick and Jeanne Ebner, Al and Karen Fallon, Angela and Jim
Fleming, Byron and Sarah Garretson, Carole Henderson, Carol Hudson, Duane and Mary
Huetter, Marge Johansson, Theresa Kelly, Ann Kennedy, Linda Ksiazek, Sandra Mauldin,
Gary and Stella Propernick, Helen Streaker, Carol and Ken Swanson, Donalda Taylor, Lucy
Templer, Kathy Thompson, Chris and Jim Wallace, and Wilma Wilcox.
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Bridgehiking

Tennis

Shaking hands at the end of their match are (l-r): Dale Brock, Charlie
Holland, Gary Ingraham and Byron Garretson.

Niel Nielsen and Diane Acevedo, left, greet opponents Adele Tevares and
Dwight Brixey.

Bridge players (l-r) Hank Ziegler, Peggy McGinley, Van Ziegler and George
Kramer take time out for a photo.

Linda Gerhardt was among reunion-goers who rose at sunrise to hike in
the hills just behind their hotel. She called her walk “the perfect start of
the day.”

Bridge
Duplicate

NORTH-SOUTH

1. Adri Bormans-Rianne Chimblo
2. Mike Chichakli-Richard Crum
3. Don Hixson-Virginia Hixson
4. Bill Dobyns-John Meyer

EAST-WEST

1. Ellen Meyer-Mary Lou Gilroy
2. Van Ziegler-Hank Ziegler
3. Jim Fleming-Inge Holland
4. Marge Fate-Dee Dobyns

Social
1. Frank Callom
2. Romy Bruinsma
3. Suki Swepston

Golf
1. Doug Melton, Carlon Parks,

Don Reilly, Chris Glenister
2. Joe Bormans, Adri Bormans,

Christy Maxwell, Bob Maxwell
3.  Hank Ziegler, Neil Horton,

Les Barnes, Jerry Korf

Tennis
1. Gary Ingraham
2. Dale Brock
3. Diane Acevedo

Simulated Sports
1. Bill Pinkston-Jim Wallace (53)
2. Al Griffith-Tom McElroy (21)

competition results
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golf

simulated sports

Don Nims points to his partner Gary Propernick starting the back nine on
Day 2 of the reunion.

Seth Sharr strokes for a par as Jim Peace looks on. Wiley McMinn and
Lorne Stefan finished out their foursome.

Linda Ksiazek, left, and Marcia Barham eye the scenic but tough-to-play
reunion golf course, carved out of the brush- and cactus-covered foothills
of the Tucson Mountains. Ellie Franklin completed their threesome.

Al Griffith, left, and Tom McElroy celebrate success in statistics-rich
simulated sports. The pair finished second to the team of Bill Pinkston
and Jim Wallace, 53-21.

Bil Pinkston points to opponent Al Griffith as fellow players (l-r) Tom
McElroy, Tim Reddick, Jim Maher (coordinator) and Jim Wallace look on.
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Albert & James Porto Jim & Chris Wallace, Francina & Bill Pinkston

Charlotte Javier, John LeSage & Emily Morgan Charlie & Helene Rowlette, Lorne Stefan, Judy & Wiley McMinn

Ken & Elaine Trousdell, Jr. Charlie & Inge HollandDoug & Levon Melton Ron & Rowie Welch

Reunion Portrait Gallery
tucson ‘hafla’  2012
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Victoria Fernando & Ed Dymicki Donalda Taylor & Carole
Henderson

Dave Giles Rick & Rianne Chimblo

Gunter & Trudi Kaldschmidt, Anneliese & Dave Tedeschi, Judy &
Mike Butler

Diane Acevedo, Ken & Tippy Hummel Tom & Anita Flickner

George & Penny Spaid Stephen & Judith Schleicher David & Vicki Jessich Fawzia Aloumi-Lide & Brooks Lide

Lucy Templer, Art Moehlenbruck, Betty Muench, Al Porto & Colette Philip

John & Mary Bratt
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Fred & Julie Ann MerkleLinda & Jim Gerhardt, Bob &
Nancy Taylor & Nancy Herring

Bob & Margaret Ackerman John & Sam Meyer

Isaac & Cathy Lewis Bob & Jocie Kaufeler Justina & Otilia Ferreira

Abdallah & Agnes Amr, Becky & Randy Elde, Polly & Frank Christopher

Terry & Carol Hamblin

Charlie & Kristin HudsonBob & Bethann Brown Tom & Sandy Allen Charles & Pamela Burns

Richard & Juana JohnsonDave & Ellie Franklin
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Adele Tavares & Dee McLellan Jerry & Janet Voigtman Korf Hank & Van Ziegler, Bob & Dianne Steen, Don & Cherry Nims

Byron & Sarah Garretson Dolores Marshall Bob & Mary Dill John & Violeta Powell

Bob & Elle Shea Dave & Jan Lincoln, Darice & Bob Tiffany

A Passel of Brats Carol Hudson, Sandra Mauldin, George & Karen Huggins, Jeanne Ebner

Ron & Maria Clark
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George & Martha Grover John & Lydia Fitzmaurice

Sol & Gillian Asekun

Paul & Gwen Soane, Mike & Marie Degnan, Art & Peggy Folli Front: Gary Ingraham, Karen Shepard, Edie Offield, Trish Jenkins.
Back: Dale Offield, Glynn Jenkins, Priscilla & George Kramer

Gary & Theresa KellyNiel & Anne Nielson, Mary Kay Melton

Tom & Holly McElroy, Margaret & Al Griffith

Linda Gunter-Goodman & Warren
Goodman

Frank & Laraine Callom Front: Donna Pugh, Val Devoe, Monique Slotboom, Nancy Howell, Janny
Slotboom. Back: Jim Pugh, Bill Devoe, Helen & Curtis King, Gary Howell
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Dean & Mary Barber, Wilma Wilcox, Ali Baluchi Bill Dobyns, Marge Fate, Christine & Albert Neroni, Dee Dobyns

Stan & Peggy McGinley

Chester & Connie Campbell

Bill & Judy Walker, Hal & Marcia
Barham

David Lanhardt

Front: Sandy Liida, Alice Jarvis. Back:
Bill & Romy Bruinsma, Ed Zurawel

Armineh Bezdikian

Tom & Suki Swepston

Brian & Mary Lou Gilroy, Don & Cherry Nims, Mike & Pat Chichakli, Gary &
Stella Propernick, Richard & Linda Crumb

Carol Howell, Marjorie Dexter Bruce & Cathy Broussalian

Preston Lamp & Wendy Mouat
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Don McArthur, Carol Chamblee Jim & Angela Fleming Dave & Jenny Griffith, Carol & Ken Swanson

Jack & Ellen Meyer

Carlon & Ruby Parks

Don & Ginny Hixson

Les & Kathy Barnes

Mike & Kathryn Waneka

Bob & Janice Allen

Clifford & Sandra Porter

Albert & Karen Fallon

Richard & Nancy Gardner Michelle & Dori FinkMike & Melanie Jurlando Duane & Mary Huetter
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Bob & Christy Maxwell, Adri & Joe Bormans

Cassie Treadway, Nell Bess, Kathy Thompson. Back: Walt & Linda
Owen, Bob Bess

Joe & Anh Serna, Bart & Pom Hendricks, Tom & Chalong Riley

John & Cyndi Spice Laura & Jeanne Compton

Andy Battenbough

Marge Johansson, Julie & Tom Doody, Lucy Templer, Gen Sullivan

Adri Bormans, Seth Sharr

Front: Adele Tavares, Darice Tiffany. Back: Dolores Marshall, Helene
Rowlette, Rowie Welch

Shirley Jost, Susan Mayernik Vincent & Sandy Homer



R E U N I O N S  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E

Geezers found plenty
of places to talk at
their Tucson reunion
headquarters. Above,
clockwise from left:
Dean Landis, Kay
Landis (DH’54), Beth
Hennessey—spouse
of John Galleazzi
(DH’62), Bob Hardy
(DH’53), Ann Galleazzi
Peart (DH’55), and
Linda Killian Walsh
(DH’54) and her
husband Jay. Left:
Linda Killian Walsh,
Dean Landis and Rich
Howard (RT’61).
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Some dozen American resi-
dents of eastern Saudi Arabia,
children during the age of the
Aramco pioneers, now no less
mysterious and rare than the
very elements of matter, gathered
with a similar number of spouses
and friends for their biannual
celebration Sept. 7-8. A collision
ensued, hardly less rapid in its
sudden impact than the discover-
ers of the Higgs boson recently
witnessed. And like those
theoretical men who longed for
a vision of the unseen, the sparks
thrown off by the occupants of
Coleridge’s unfinished dream
were no less surprising and won-
derful to view. The wish to come
together, if only momentarily,
threw off bright sparks of light among
these self-dubbed Geezers.

It is a psychological truth that in some
domes of chance in America it is never
nighttime, never time to go home, and
the subtle light blues of afternoon wear
on forever. But among the children of
Aramco’s early years, there is the inevitable
passage, the hour glass slowly drains, and
we all face the lengthening shadows, each
in our own way.

Somehow, these rare and special
gatherings make our lifetimes more pre-
cious and wonderful. We have now kept
close, and often met with friends of our

WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY
CLARK MAGRUDER

In Tucson, under an ethereal dome, those of a special
turn of mind, linked through exceptional spin of the wheel,
did briefly, all too briefly, once more meet.

them and how we now still cherish the
sight of each other.

Does Arabia still remember us? Do
small children there call out our names?
It is not necessary that they do, for we,
before night falls, embrace and call out
each others’ names one more time and
think that the gold of an Arizona sunset in
all its magnificence is not comparable to
the smiling eye, the hearty hug, the sweet
handhold of long-remembered friends.
Our deepest gratitude to David and Eileen
Hayes, who made this memorable occasion
happen for all of us.

childhood, for well over half a century.
Dinesen once wondered if Africa still

knew her name. It undoubtedly does in the
names of suburbs and tourist guides. But
I can no longer name all the friends of my
childhood in Dhahran, can no longer name
all the members of my graduating class.
Nor can any of us now, even with fellow
members aiding us. We wear bifocals and
hearing aids and our hair, what there is of
it, has turned gray and white. But part of
us ticks on with relentless vigor and still
remembers ... if not every name, at least
every face, as it once was, and our friends,
as they once were, and how we cherished

Geezers Savor Days Gone By

And Time Together



Above left and right: Former employees
Ahsan Raza Naqvi, left, and Mohammed
Waseem linked up at ‘Id, as did retirees
Syed Wiqar Fakhri and Habib Nabi Khan.
The four men amassed a total of 83 years
of service with the company. Left (seated
l-r): Ghulam Qutubuddin (SAEEA general
secretary), Hooria Reza (web designer),
Kamal A. Farooqi (president), Mohammad
Abdulmatin (coordinator), Shafiq Ahmed
(joint secretary) and Sher Ali (treasurer).
Standing are Azizur Rehman Khan and
M. Younus Shaikh.

Retiree Shafiq A. Khan holds his granddaughter Armeen,
one of the youngest ‘Id celebrants.
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The Saudi Aramco Ex-Employees Association (SAEEA)  
in Karachi celebrated ‘Id and held its fifth reunion 
Aug. 29. One-hundred-eighty guests turned out in their 
finery for the holiday marking the end of the month  
of Ramadan.

Ninety-seven men, 72 ladies and 11 children attended, a turnout 30 percent higher
than the previous ‘Id. Ten guests won door prizes.

The function, which began after the sundown prayer, was deftly managed by Syed
Shahid Ali. Kamal Ahmed Farooqi provided an overview of the SAEEA, noting that
the group was formed in October 2010 and launched its website www.saeea.com.pk
Aug. 23 this year.

SAEEA
Vice President
Iqbal Khan said
the group had
worked hard to
recruit members
and invited other
former employ-
ees to join “to
share their sweet
memories of the
past with their
friends.” The
SAEEA meets
monthly.

Karachi SAEEA Holds 5th Reunion;

Launches Website
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A colorful crowd turned out for an evening reception photo at the Fourth UKAramcons Reunion, held June 22-24 in Cardiff.
Attendees came from across the United Kingdom and as far afield as Australia and Saudi Arabia.

U K A R A M C O N S  H A V E

‘Wonderful’  
Welsh Weekend

Hosts Tom and Eileen Henderson,
formerly of Abqaiq, relax for a minute
in the midst of their fourth successful
reunion. “It’s been a wonderful
weekend,” Eileen said.



Iconic Cardiff Castle
was among the sites
guests could see during
a reunion that included,
along with lots of good
fellowship, events such
as a golf tournament,
a barbecue and the
reunion dinner June 23.
The reunion was
sponsored by Aramco
Overseas Company.
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Saudi Aramco, through the King
Abdulaziz Center for World Culture in
Dhahran, is supporting SCTA’s effort to
encourage the return of the kingdom’s
antiquities in a program that commenced
late in 2011. Thirteen former Aramcons
who donated artifacts to the kingdom were
honored in person or through family mem-
bers at ceremonies in Riyadh in February.

Baluchi told guests about the huge
advances and developments in Saudi Arabia
and the joy he has experienced in attending
reunions and organizing reunions since he
retired in 1990 after a 41-year career.

Martin Wingrove spoke on behalf
of AOC management. “Whether from
England, Ireland, Scotland or Wales and
whether we lived in Abqaiq, Dhahran, Ras
Tanura or ‘Udhailiyah, we are all members

of the U.K. Aramco family,” he
said, paying special tribute to the
Hendersons.

“From a personal perspective,
I’m meeting people I haven’t seen
for years—such as those I worked
with in the labs in Abqaiq and
Qurayyah back when I arrived
there in 1982. This reunion, which
started just five years ago as a few
old friends from Abqaiq meeting
up, has evolved into the fantastic
gathering we see here today.”

 “It has been a wonderful
weekend for both Tom and I,”
said Eileen Henderson, adding
that she is looking forward to the
next reunion in 2014, “hopefully
somewhere in the northeast of
England.”

Abqaiq retiree George Carruthers said
highlights of the Cardiff gathering included
“seeing old friends and appreciating those
friends you never knew you had! Our
thoughts and best wishes go to those who
couldn’t make it.”

The first UKAramcons Reunion was
held in Nottinghamshire 2007, followed by
reunions in 2008 at Windsor and Maiden-
head and in 2010 in Edinburgh.

Attendees embraced old friends and
shared stories of past times amid Cardiff’s
beautiful historic surroundings. They traded
laughs and tales of friendships and talked
about how their lives had been enriched
and shaped by being part of Saudi Aramco.
They also participated in events including a
tour of Cardiff, a golf tournament, a barbe-
cue and the reunion dinner June 23.

The gathering was hosted by Tom and
Eileen Henderson, who have played a key
role in all four UKAramcon reunions, and
sponsored by AOC.

Attendees arrived from across the
United Kingdom and as far afield as Aus-
tralia and Saudi Arabia. Guests of honor
were Jamal Omar, director general of the
Archeological Research Center at the Saudi
Commission for Tourism and Antiquities

(SCTA) in Riyadh, and Ali Baluchi, who
has organized two Expatriates Reunions in
Saudi Arabia and is planning the third for
March 9-18, 2015.

Omar expressed delight at the oppor-
tunity to speak about the SCTA’s program
to repatriate Saudi cultural objects, noting
that several attendees had offered to donate
archeological artifacts they had collected
in the kingdom. “They are confident that
the time has come for these pieces of Saudi
cultural history to return to their origins,”
he said.

R E U N I O N S  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E

B Y  C A T H E R I N E  C A R O L A N

Around 100 enthusiastic 
retirees and family members 
reunited for “wonderful 
weekend” June 22-24 in 
Cardiff, Wales, site of 
the Fourth UKAramcons 
Reunion. There they took 
the opportunity to catch 
up with one another and 
to keep in touch with 
Saudi Aramco through its 
representatives at Aramco 
Overseas Company (AOC).
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Pupils line up at their new school in a village in the Tando Allahyar district northeast of Karachi,
built through the efforts of engineering-college classmates including retiree Iqbal Khan.

The trust has placed a mobile clinic
into service in three villages in Tando
Allahyar district, 130 miles northeast of
Karachi. It has proved “very popular
and effective,” says Khan, noting that
patients who cannot pay a minimal fee
are treated free.

When the clinic arrives in a village,
it sounds a siren to alert those who need
medical assistance. Residents in a village
being visited for the first time are informed
a day before arrival through mosque loud
speakers or local grocery shops. Doctors
treat patients in the clinic “or in a school
or shop or under a tree in the village,”
according to arrangements made by resi-
dents, Khan says.

Much work remains to be done.
“The area covered by the mobile clinic is
less than 0.5 percent of the villages in the
district,” Khan says.

NED-SET plans to start a project
to enable mothers to deliver C-section
babies safely by establishing clinics and
transporting patients to a well-equipped,
well-staffed hospital. Approximately
$500,000 is needed to buy mobile clinics
and other equipment and fund operations
for three years.

Another NED-SET initiative is to build
schools. “In most of the villages of Sindh
there are no schools,” Khan says. “Our
mission is to establish as many schools in
this area as possible.”

Two primary schools began operating
in two villages this year. The local com-
munities donated land for the schools and
NED-SET paid 90 percent of the construc-
tion costs.

One school has three classrooms for
around 100 children. NED-SET pays two
private teachers and the government pays

qbal Khan, who retired in

2006 as a supervisor in the

Ras Tanura Producing Dept. after

a 30-year career, and is a founding

member of the Saudi Aramco

Ex-Employees Association in

Karachi, has teamed up with fellow

engineering graduates to improve

the conditions of people in a district

in the Sindh area of Pakistan.

Khan, four other graduates of NED
Engineering College in Karachi (now NED
University of Engineering and Technology
Karachi) and a retired Air Force commo-
dore have established NED Social Engi-
neers Trust, or NED-SET. Khan earned a
degree in mechanical engineering in 1969.

I

RETIREE SPEARHEADS  
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
IN SINDH



Above: Badruddin
Ahmed Khan stands
next to two techni-
cians in front of the
mobile clinic provided
by the NED Social
Engineers Trust to the
Tando Allahyar district.
He joined hands with a
group of engineering-
school graduates
including retiree Iqbal
Khan (right) to found
the trust.

Giving village youngsters like these girls opportunities to learn is a goal of the NED Social
Engineers Trust.
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drinking water, adequate sewerage and shel-
ter; accessing technical expertise to launch
agricultural industries, including cattle and
dairy farming; and establishing engineering-
research facilities through NED University
of Engineering and Technology and other
institutions of higher education.

 The NED-SET e-mail address is
nedoldboysset@yahoo.com. A YouTube link

a part-time teacher. The second school has
two classrooms for 50 children; two teach-
ers are paid by NED-SET and one by the
community.

“The schools were built with the
explicit philosophy of making them
sustainable,” Khan says. To qualify their
village for a school, residents must agree to
undertake full school administration and
financing in two to three years.

NED-SET plans to build 10 more
schools in the district and to operate a facil-
ity to train teachers for them. That project
has a price tag of $250,000, Khan says.

NED-SET also plans to introduce
solar equipment and build a workshop to
manufacture it. Villagers will be trained to
fabricate and maintain the equipment.

Other NED-SET objectives include:
establishing water-management projects,
particularly in arid zones; promoting clean

 ‘MOST SINDH VILLAGES HAVE NO SCHOOLS.  
OUR MISSION IS TO ESTABLISH AS MANY AS POSSIBLE.’

to mobile-clinic operations is http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=c1SWVsySaNI.
A link to the inauguration of the first
NED-SET primary school is http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=dT8rcjuFNFs.
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CORINNE ALISCH

March 26, 2012

Predeceased by her husband, retiree 
Henry Alisch. Survived by her daughter 
Judy Webster and son Kendall. Corre-
spondence may be sent to Judy at 3301 
Neamar Dr., Grants Pass, OR 97527.

DR. OLIVER BRITTO

May 26, 2012

Survived by his wife Maria, and children 
Ana Britto Gerew, Dev Britto and Karl 
Britto. He joined Aramco as a general 
practitioner in 1950 and retired as a 
radiologist in 1983. Correspondence 
may be sent to Maria at 1814, 148-A 
St., White Rock, B.C. V4A 6R4, Canada.

KATHLEEN P. CARLETON

August 27, 2012

Predeceased by her husband, retiree 
Patrick T. Carleton, and son Paddy. 
Survived by her daughters Rebecca and 
Kacey. Correspondence may be sent 
to Kacey Carleton at 701 N. Seminole 
Ave., Tucson, AZ 85745.

CARMEN ECHEZURIA

May 30, 2012

Survived by her husband, retiree Ralph 
Echezuria, and daughters Judy Anne, 
Patricia Louise and Maryellen. Corre-
spondence may be sent to Ralph 
at 27135 Boerne Forest, Boerne, 
TX 78006.

STEPHEN FOTOS

June 16, 2012

Survived by his wife Carolyn and 
children Joseph and Jennifer. He 
joined Aramco in 1970 and worked 
as a Ju‘aymah Gas Plant planning and 
programs analyst in Ras Tanura, retiring 
in 1985. Correspondence may be sent 
to Carolyn at 33 La Villa Way, Ft. Pierce, 
FL 34951.

ROBERT E. HAMAN

April 27, 2012

Survived by his daughters Adele, 
Charlotte and Karen, and sons Robert, 
Raymond and Bruce. He joined Aramco 
in 1974 and retired as an ‘Uthmaniyah 
utilities foreman in 1985. Correspon-
dence may be sent to Adele Brajdich at 
361 Charles Dr., North Huntington, PA 
15642-1966.

WILLIAM HOMER

June 10, 2012

Survived by his wife Jean and daughters 
Kathleen and Elizabeth. He joined the 
Accounting Policy Methods Systems 
Dept. in Dhahran in 1965 and retired in 
1993. Correspondence may be sent to 
Jean, c/o Kathleen Homer, 11565 North-
gate Way, Roswell, GA 30075.

MARINA E. JOHNSON

June 7, 2012

Survived by her sons Johnny and Jesse, 
sisters Marisa Micio and Romana John-
son and her mother Emanuelita John-
son. She worked as a casual employee 
for the Power Systems Dept. Correspon-
dence may be sent to Emanuelita at 
46-450 Hololio St., Kaneohe, HI 96744.

DELL KEENE

August 11, 2012

Survived by his wife Joann and daugh-
ters Kathy, Sherri and Lynn. He joined 
Aramco in 1986 as an EDP systems 
analyst and retired in 2000. Correspon-
dence may be sent to Joann at 4311 
Mustang Crossing Ct., Missouri City, TX 
77459-4602

GERALD KINSLEY

April 24, 2012

Survived by his wife Janet and sons 
Richard and Daniel. He joined Aramco 
in 1980 and worked as a maintenance 
engineer in Ras Tanura, retiring in 2000. 
Correspondence may be sent to Janet at 
4515 Foxtail Dr., Nazareth, PA 18064.

F. M. LONG

May 5, 2012

Survived by his son David and daugh-
ter Grace. He joined the company in 
1990 and worked as a drilling foreman, 
retiring in 2003. Correspondence may 
be sent to David at 2486 Country Rd. 
2322, Sulphur Springs, TX 75482-8781.

JOYCE PARTHEW

August 1, 2012

Predeceased by her husband, Dr. C.T. 
Parthew. Survived by her daughters 
Wendy Niass and Dawn Adams, to 
whom correspondence may be sent, 
respectively, at: 25 Russell Ave., Valley 
Heights, NSW 2777, Australia; and 
4 Ashley Rd., Waverley, NSW 2024, 
Australia.

ROBERT B. PRESCOTT

April 14, 2012

Survived by his wife Pamela and daugh-
ter Danika. He joined Aramco in 1984 
as a teacher at Ras Tanura and retired 
in 2001. Correspondence may be sent 
to Pamela at 250 S. Donlee Dr. #3, 
St. George, UT 84770.

ABDUL RAUF

September 6, 2012

Survived by his wife Azra and sons 
Abdul Ahad, Ibad-ur-Rehman, Hamad-
ur-Rehman, Fawad-ur-Rehman and 
Mohammad Abdullah. He worked for 
Medical Services from 1979-1990. 
Correspondence may be sent to 
Ibad-ur-Rehman at ibad43@gmail.com.

EDWIN READ

July 29, 2012

Survived by his wife Joy and daughters 
Leslie and Sondra. He joined Aramco as 
director of the new Education Dept. in 
1976 and retired in 1986. Correspon-
dence may be sent to Joy at 3030 E. 
4550 S., Salt Lake City, UT 84117.

JANET RIGLER

May 22, 2012

Survived by her husband Hank, to 
whom correspondence may be sent at 
hankrigler@yahoo.com.

PATRICIA O. SCOTT

May 15, 2010

Predeceased by her husband, retiree 
John Scott, and survived by daughters 
Kathy and Suzanne, and sons Mark 
and Tim. Correspondence may be sent 
to Kathy Scott, 1407 NE 90th Ave., 
Vancouver, WA 98664.

LILLIAN ULISSEY

August 12, 2012

Predeceased by her husband Ted 
and survived by daughters Rebecca 
Gardner-Brown, Elinor Bartlett, 
Catherine Ulissey and Stacia Wagner, 
and sons Michael and Laurence. She 
wrote and produced AIME shows with 
the help of others in the community, 
organized Beachcomber Balls, directed 
Summer Student programs and 
operated a nursery school and story 
hour. A memorial service will be held 
for her at Arlington National Cemetery 
in Arlington, VA, on Dec. 6. Friends 
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wishing to attend should contact Elinor 
at 9306 Sibelius Dr., Vienna, VA 22182; 
tel: 703-994-0547.

JOHN VANDERSLICE

April 17, 2012

Survived by his wife Annette and six 
children. He joined Aramco in 1981 as a 
Professional Development and Training 
advisor with the Saudi Technical Devel-
opment Program in Dhahran, retiring in 
1990. Correspondence may be sent to 
Annette at 937 Northfield Dr., Hayward, 
CA 94544-6457.

HILLMAN CURTIS “CURT”
WIDEMAN, JR.
September 16, 2012

Survived by his wife Merle and children 
Linda Chandler, Curtis Wideman, Kay 
Moore, Keith Wideman, Cindy Wem-
hoff and Michael Brooks. He joined 
Aramco in 1956 and retired in 1986 as 
manager, Projects, Industrial Projects 
Dept. He hosted three Annuitants Re-
unions, at Pinehurst, NC, with his wife 
in 1992 and 2004, and with Barbara 
Predmore in San Diego, CA, in 2002.

ROBERTA WOOD

April 23, 2012

Predeceased by her husband, retiree 
Thomas Wood, and survived by daugh-
ters Susan Todd, Elaine Armstrong and 
Elizabeth “Liz” Wood. She lived in Ras 
Tanura from 1951-‘60 and Dhahran un-
til 1970, starting nursery schools in both 
communities. Correspondence may be 
sent to Liz at 3849 Petaluma Ave., Long 
Beach, CA 90808.

OLD FRIENDS LEAVE EXEMPLARY LEGACIES

Two retirees, one American and one 
Saudi, whose families lived side by side 

in Dhahran for many years and who were 
close friends, died in September, just 12 
days apart.

Howard “Howie” V. Norton died 
Sept. 3. He joined the company in 1958 
as a math and science teacher preparing 
Saudi students for college abroad and 
retired in 1988 as a business systems 
analyst, but he always felt his most 
important and rewarding contribution 
was teaching his students, several of 
whom rose to positions in executive 
management. His upbringing in rural 
Texas and Oklahoma gave him a deep 
appreciation of nature, which he loved to 
pass on to others.

He is survived by his wife Mary, his 
children Dan, Carrie and Sarah, and 
granddaughter Savannah. Correspondence 
may be sent to Mary at 2105 Baltusrol Dr., 
Austin, TX 78747.

Ismail I. Nawwab died Sept. 15. He was 
born and grew up in Makkah. He studied 
and taught at the University of Edinburgh 
in the United Kingdom, and taught at the 
University of Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia, 
before joining Government Affairs at 
Aramco in 1970. He was appointed 
manager of Public Relations in 1977, 
became general manager of Public Affairs 
in 1991 and retired in 1992.

Nawwab was the driving force behind 
the Saudi Aramco Exhibit and served as 
an editor of Aramco and its World,
published in 1980. He had a passion for 
Islamic heritage and scholarship, and con-
tributed to Aramco World. In retirement, 
Nawwab co-edited and contributed to The 

Foundations of Islam,
part of a six-volume se-
ries on Islamic civilization 
published by the United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. 

He is survived by his 
wife Wasimah, his son 
Muhammad, daughters 
Nimmah, Huda and 
Rahmah, and several 
grandchildren. Correspondence may be 
sent to Wasimah, c/o Saudi Aramco, Box 
1772, Dhahran 31311, Saudi Arabia.

Before he passed away, Nawwab penned 
a eulogy for his old friend. Much of what 
he wrote could apply to either man:

“[H]e left evergreen memories that 
cannot be effaced by the passage of time. 
He will be perennially remembered by kith 
and kin and friends galore, in the United 
States and around the world. 

“Many will bear testimony to his … 
generosity, warmth, kindnesses, serenity, 
selflessness … and radiant smile. Above 
all, he will be remembered for his 
compassionate embrace of all around him, 
regardless of race, gender, age, or creed. 

“Though his behavior was that of a 
man of deep faith, he personified the 
best of spiritual values not through 
empty moralizing, but by quietly and 
unpretentiously living his religious 
principles….”

The eulogy cited many kindnesses 
imparted.

Once, when relatives from Makkah 
flooded the Nawwabs’ house to celebrate 
the engagement of their eldest daughter, 

the Nortons, unasked, loaned them theirs. 
They “suggested that we use their house 
to host the large party and they also 
sent us extra blankets and pillows [and] 
stocked their refrigerator with plenty of 
delicious fare for our visitors,” Nawwab 
wrote. “This noble and rare gesture is still 
fresh in our memory.” 

Such kindnesses no doubt were returned 
over the years in many ways.

Both men knew the value of good 
literature. Nawwab devoted countless 
hours of work to The Foundations of Islam.
He believed a sounder understanding of 
the faith across the world would make it a 
better place for everyone.

To promote cross-cultural understanding, 
Norton donated books and other materials 
to the library in Atoka, Okla., where he 
spent part of his youth and later taught 
science. He first concentrated on the 
Middle East, and then expanded to include 
world cultures, donating more than 3,000 
items over 10 years.

The two friends had vastly different 
roots, but their spirituality and faith 
intertwined, and each man left an 
exemplary legacy.

Howard “Howie” Norton Ismail Nawwab
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So long till 2014! Groups of 

retirees and family members 

who gathered throughout the 

28th Annuitants Reunion in Tucson 

finally bid farewell Oct. 8 after four 

days of fun. Reunion venues usually 

shift from one part of the country 

to another, depending on the next 

hosts’ residence, and sites ranging 

from Texas to the east coast were in 

the air as happy attendees departed. 

Stay tuned to Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah

for news about the next reunion.


