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They included educational kits and study guides that introduced the kingdom to American schoolchildren. Photo by Owen Oxley

The Fallons urged

attendees to display their

crafts or hobbies in the

Sidelines show, noting that

an art exhibit and sales

booth have been lined up.

“If you have a craft or

book to share, let us know,” they said. “Preference will be

given to original works and homemade items.”

Golf, tennis and bridge tournaments are also on tap, and there

will be a Hospitality Center with displays and a rotating lineup of

international hosts to suit guests’ casual hours. “But the most

important feature of the reunion is the opportunity to see old

friends, compare stories about living in Saudi Arabia, and learning

how life is there today,” the Fallons said.

< The luxury Paris Hotel

sports a scaled replica of

the Arc de Triomphe, among

other features.

Jabal Las Vegas 2008 Sign-Ups Climbing

The Jabal Las Vegas 2008 Annuitants Reunion, set for Sept. 29–

Oct. 1 at the luxury Paris Hotel, is already proving to be a very

popular affair.

“Registrations are coming and will soon match the 250 rooms

booked by the Reunion Committee,” hosts Karen and Albert Fallon

reported early in the year. “We may get as many as 800, 900 or 

1,000 guests.”

Attendees should plan to have the time of their lives, meeting

old colleagues and exploring the Las Vegas Strip “with its exciting

views, shopping and other fun,” they said. “Be sure. We’re going to

have a ball.”

To take advantage of the best room rate ($129), reunion regis-

trations must be received by

July 1. The Reunion Committee

will add rooms at the original

price for as long as the hotel

allows, but after that date the

rate is likely to increase.

The hotel reservation

phone number is 1-877-603-

4386. Attendees should men-

tion Saudi Aramco Annuitants

Reunion and reservation code

“SPSAJ8" when reserving 

a room.

Information about the

reunion, including entertainment

and event updates, is available at

jabal.lv2008@aramcoexpats.com

or at 702-592-0811.

The event kicks off with reg-

istration Sept. 29 at 10 a.m. (“early birds” can check in Sept. 28 from

4–6 p.m.), and there is a casual dinner that evening. A Viva Las Vegas

early supper reception is planned Sept. 30 to provide time for an

evening out, and the reunion climaxes with a semiformal gala Oct. 1.

The gala will feature Rob Zappulla and his big band. Zappulla

has been compared with Frank Sinatra, and his baritone voice and

trumpet-playing have drawn applause around the world.
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1950 Scout Jamboree 
Revisited
>>September 10, 2007

I am forwarding to you a message [about

the 1950 Scout Jamboree in Ras Tanura] that 

I sent to Bill Tracy…. Bill lived across the

walkway from me in Ras Tanura after my

family moved from the old “sheep sheds”

into the then I-G in Najmah. My dad arrived

in RT in 1944, my mom, sister, brother and 

I in 1946. Our family history with Aramco

goes on and on until 1987 when I left with

my own family. Two sisters 

married Clint Hern & Collins

Brooks and lived there for

years. Dad was badge 

number 125.

Katie Kennedy Dewey

San Antonio, Texas

September 4, 2007

Hi, Bill,

For what seems forever I’ve seen in my

mind’s eye pictures that were taken of you

and I and others in our scout uniforms down

on a pier, with some pearl divers. Could not

find them!! And I just did―”never say die!”

There is also a smaller shot of us in the

same Arabian Oil Headlines issue taken from

the Springfield, Mass., Sunday Union and

Republican, showing us on a loading pier

checking the lines for crude oil pumping into

a tanker.

With the pictures (several 8x10’s) is an

article from the 

Arabian Oil Headlines (June 1950). The

article is from a Tulsa Sunday World article

“Arabian Days.” It features Patty Cutter and

Joel Brehm―age 10. It shows us listening to 

a pearl diver explain his trade, and we are

shown on the pier and on a dhow. Do you

remember that day? I think I do. Since you

are in the pictures too, you may also have

this set. If not, and you’d like them, let me

know. I hope I won’t forget where I put them

this time!

October 7, 2007

I have the photos of we representatives

of the four RT scout branches on pier and

The Mail Center

< Scouts Bill Tracy (l), Patty Cutter, unknown

and Joel Brehm listen intently as a pearl diver

talks about an ancient trade that was about

to disappear.

> Back row standing, 

l–r: Bill Tracy, Jerry Stan-

ton, Jack Smith, Nancy

Bradfield (Rice), Dottie

Mayfield, Mitzie Henry

(Rohr), Jane Fraser, Judy

Mandaville (Lipman),

Rosemary Wakefield, Bobbie Fleharty, Jim

Mandaville, Joe Studholme, Larry Bradfield,

Joe Brassfield. Middle row kneeling: unknown,

Joel Brehm, unknown, Pete Studholme,

unknown, Norton Bunyan, three unknowns,

Jack Mandaville, Dale Gray, Gary Russell (with

glasses), two unknowns. Front row, sitting:

Brenda Feltman (Dayhuff ), two unknowns,

Patty Cutter, remaining unknowns.

Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah

dhow, but at age 11 or so I don’t remember

much more than that it was a ball going out

and watching the divers. The introduction 

of the Japanese cultured pearl (that is,

“farmed” pearls) brought an end to much of

the Arabian Gulf fleet in the years thereafter.

The Gulf divers did not use industrial

age equipment and indeed were prohibited

from doing so (by local governments?) to

preserve the integrity of the oyster beds.

The divers not only brought up pearls, but

could actually bring up skins of fresh water

from seabed springs. (Some think the word

Bahrain (two seas) may refer to the freshwa-

ter springs beneath the salt water surround-

ing the island.)

Bill Tracy

Eugene, Ore.

Bill attended the jamboree, but Katie, it

turns out, did not. “I went back to the group

shot and realized I wasn’t in it,” she wrote

later. “Could well be that my family was on

Long Leave at that time and I missed the

jamboree.” Katie is the daughter of Gervase

Seaton Kennedy and Dolores Bohn Kennedy

(known as Dol); Bill’s parents were Frank

and Margaret Tracy.

Personal Stories Appreciated
>>October 16, 2007

My father Frank Bobrowski, an Aramco

annuitant, passed away last month and 

I would be grateful if you would include 

[his obituary] in the next issue of Al-Ayyam

Al-Jamilah.

I would also like to request a subscrip-

tion to your publication… as I have always

loved reading it and have learned so much

from it. I have many years worth of Aramco

World magazines…. They are wonderful, 

but Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah contains personal

stories that are directly relevant to my own

experiences and so often features familiar

names, places and photographs, that I

would read and save each one as well.

Betty McNiel

175 Bella Vista Way

San Francisco, CA 94127



3

> Joseph Hayes in the

1940s and at age 94.

>

Spring 2008

Can any reader identify this medal? 

Send your letters to: The Editor, Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah, Aramco Services Company, 

P.O. Box 2106, Houston, TX 77252-2106. E-mail: arthur.clark@aramcoservices.com.

Machu Picchu Dreamin’ in 
an MG

After reading about the work of former

employees Ken and Ruth Wright in Machu

Picchu, Peru, in the Spring 2007 Al-Ayyam

Al-Jamilah, Joe LeBlanc wrote about his own

adventure in the region. LeBlanc worked at

the Exploration and Petroleum Engineering

Center, and Oil Supply

Planning and Schedul-

ing in Dhahran from

1981–91 (where he

and his wife Betty

were avid square

dancers), and prior

to that at Aramco 

Services Com-

pany in Houston.

Forty-eight years

ago, the 21-year-old electronics technician 

at a NASA satellite-tracking station decided

to take a drive….

>>November 15, 2007

In 1960, I was working in Quito,

Ecuador, and took an adventurous auto-

mobile trip the entire length of Peru on the

PanAmerican Highway in an MG sports car….

I almost didn’t make it to the Peruvian 

border because of the very bad roads in

southern Ecuador.

When I reached the southern end of the

PanAmerican Highway in Peru I decided to

drive [southeast] to La Paz, Bolivia, instead

of going on to Chile. I was told that the

roads in northern Chile were very bad. Little

did I know how many bridges were down

from earthquakes in southern Peru. One of

the bridges close to Cuzco had been blocked

to heavy traffic.

I know that someone had to be looking

over me as … I could feel the bridge vibrating

from the rushing water hitting the poles sup-

porting the bridge. The only light was from

my headlights.

After visiting La Paz, I returned to 

Puno, Peru, on the shore of Lake Titicaca

and headed toward Cuzco. I was questioned

at a check-point south of Cuzco. They couldn’t

Joe and Betty Leblanc

reason. He would be so pleased to be

reminded of the circumstances.

Since your magazine has an interest in

the “good ol’ days,” perhaps there is some-

one available from those days who might

recall these types of awards.

Susan Hayes Affholter

726 Creekside Dr.

Lansing, MI 48917

Affholter added later that her father,

who went to work at Aramco as a fire fighter,

was an “outstanding swimmer” as a youth 

in New York, N.Y. When he arrived in Saudi

Arabia, he produced a number of aquatics

programs and was instrumental in getting

the DRAMARAMCO community theater

group up and running.

>

Annuitant List Available
>>October 17, 2007

I wish you had an e-mail address 

listed in the magazine. I predict that 

before long, the USPS will practically go 

out of business, except to deliver packages….

Are there any plans for ASC to put out 

a listing of annuitants? I would even settle

for having it on the web where I could either

print it out or look it up. The Brats just put

out a very slick book of their people…. I don’t

want to brag (actually, I do), but the Brats’

directory was produced by my son Dean….

This December I will reach a milestone.

I will have been retired for as long as I

worked for Aramco: 30 years and three

months. I say Aramco, not Saudi Aramco,

because I never worked a day for Saudi

Aramco. Some people say I didn’t work a lot

of days for Aramco, either, but that’s just

sour grapes.

Lawrence “Larry” Barnes

744 West Swanzey Rd., Apt. C202

Swanzey, NH 03446

LBARNES1@ne.rr.com

Retirees who wish to access the

Address Book for old friends retirees should

contact The Editor, Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah, at

arthur.clark@aramcoservices.com, or by mail

at Public Affairs, Aramco Services Company,

P. O. Box 2106, Houston, TX 77252-2106.

Merit Medalist Seeks Info
>>October 19, 2007

My father Joseph A. Hayes worked for

Aramco from June 1944 through about June

or July 1958. Working for Aramco was one 

of the definite highlights of his career.

At some point … he received a lovely

silver Award of Merit medal-

lion. He cannot remember 

(at 94!) why he received 

the award, and I would 

like to … find out the 
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believe that I had crossed a bridge that had

been blocked. I heard one of the guards say,

“Loco Gringo!”

As I was checking into the Cuzco Hotel 

I noticed a rather large group of Americans

waiting in the lobby…. I was informed that

they were taking a bus to the train station

and then a train ride to Machu Picchu! 

I found out there was one more seat left 

in the bus.

The bus ride up the side of the moun-

tain was “breathtaking.” The small bus was

literally hanging out over the side of the

road and if you were afraid of heights you

closed your eyes until we arrived

at the top.

I had to dig out my slides 

of Machu Picchu and relive that

fantastic “side” trip…. The beauty

and excitement of the Andes

Mountains of Peru kept me from

falling asleep as I continued to take

pictures on our return to Cuzco….

The following day, I resumed

my travels via the Pampas of Peru,

some 14,000 feet above sea level,

and my return to Quito. That’s 

another story!

Joe LeBlanc

235 Dug Hill Road

Amherst, VA 24521-3843

Wedding Spurs Memories
>>January 30, 2007

What a fortunate

teacher I am! I recently

returned from a trip to

Houston where I was

able to see 12 of my Ras

Tanura ex-students. I

went for the wedding 

of former student Ami

Mehta (daughter of Bert

and Paula) to Nihar Patel

on Dec. 29. A Hindu 

wedding celebration

includes several days 

of traditional events in

addition to the wedding

itself. How interesting

and beautiful every

minute we shared was. 

Also at the festivi-

ties were ex-students

Samar and Amar Mehta

(brothers of the bride),

Sneha and Rachna Sheth,

Amit Mathew, Archana

(Vargese) Raghavan,

Lulwa (Kullab) Ghuneim

and Tania Shabani.

… Ami was very active in the Student

Council I directed. In 1994, she was one of

the students who represented our school 

on a humanitarian trip to Vietnam. Ami, 

now an architect, is a talented artist and

designed many things for the Student Coun-

cil, as well as the cover for our class year-

book. I couldn’t be prouder of her, especially

for the school she was responsible for build-

ing in India, from architectural plans to fin-

ished school, an 18-month personal project.

In Houston, I had dinner with former

student Tiffany Sumner Boggan and her 

two sons and spent time with Petra Pilgrim

and her parents, Peter and Missy. Andrew

Chen and his wife Anita insisted I stay at

their home and I was so happy that their

daughter Joy (a former student), was home

for the holidays. 

None of us found enough time to totally

catch up on each other’s lives, but were

thrilled with the opportunity to just see (and

hug) one another. How rewarding it is for a

teacher to see her/his students as success-

ful and productive adults!

Sue Koenig

11895 W. 35th Ave.

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

Suekoenig@aol.com

Pictured at the marriage of 

Ami Mehta and Nihar Patel are (l–r): Lulwa

(Kullab) Ghuneim, Sneha Sheth, Rachna

Sheth, Ami (Mehta) Patel, Sue Koenig, Samar

Mehta, Amar Mehta and Amit Mathew. Photo
by Kalapi Sheth

Joe LeBlanc’s MG draws local attention at

an Ecuadoran Customs station in Huaquilla on

the border with Peru. “The girl beside my MG

wanted to travel with me,” he recalls.

>

Joe LeBlanc poses with a Peruvian friend 

at the pre-Incan ruins of Pachamac on Peru’s

Pacific coast.

>

The Mail Center

>



Abqaiq Educator Honored 
in W. Virginia 

A.J. “Pete” Ballard, who taught at the

Industrial Training Center in Abqaiq from

1959–67, was honored as a Distinguished

West Virginian by Governor Joe Manchin III

last year. Irene Hendricks, one of those

whom Ballard costumed in his “other

career” as an artist with fabric and other

media, sent a story about his award Oct. 9.

“Pete taught English to Arab students

in the Abqaiq….,” wrote Hendricks, who 

lives in Ojai, Calif. “He contributed so much

toward keeping all of us enter-

tained with his beautiful club-

house decorations, costumes for

our little theater group and many

other delightful projects. He has

excelled in both teaching and

the arts.”

Ballard lives in Peterstown,

W. Va. He said he was “sur-

prised” when he received the

award Aug. 20. “The governor

invited me up for lunch at the

mansion. I just thought he was being

polite,” he said. “And then he started a 

formal speech.”

Ballard also taught in Vietnam, China

and the United States―most recently at the

North Carolina School of the Arts in Winston-

Salem. He retired to his home state in 1995

after a 42-year career.

In 1972, he was named an Outstanding

Educator in America. He later won the Award

of Merit for costume design from the North

Carolina Historic Preservation Society. He

also received a Golden Globe Award from

National Retail Merchants Associates for 

a costume exhibition he organized for the

Louisville (Kentucky) Museum of Science

and Industry. In 2006, he received the Order

of Arts and Historical Letters from the West

Virginia Division of Culture and History. 

In January 2007, he was honored at the West

Virginia Cultural Center with a gala and exhi-

bition of his 36- to 40-inch fashion dolls and

his paintings.

“I loved every minute of my time in

Saudi Arabia,” Ballard said. “My proudest

achievement while there was that I taught the

first class of 13 students who went out of the

kingdom to American universities. This was a

tough job for the students, but at the end of

their first semester, they maintained a B aver-

age in English … tough for American students

and unheard of for foreigners.”

In his free time, Ballard organ-

ized children in the fifth through the

eighth grades to decorate the Abqaiq

clubhouse for Christmas. Once, “we hand-

made 30,000 silver

leaves from

Reynolds Wrap,”

he recalled. “As the proj-

ect grew in the workroom,

people, including Saudis,

dropped in to look. By October,

everyone who saw it joined in and

it was one whale of a result….

Abqaiq had become the place to see Christ-

mas décor.”

He got involved in costume-and doll-

making while helping on the Abqaiq stage.

“I did a lot of theater, costume plays … and

the suq had fantastic materials,” he said.

Later, in the United States, he had a “great

career” as a museum costume curator, he

noted, working for many years with the cura-

tor of costume at New York’s Metropolitan

Museum of Art.

The 78-year-old has once again taken

up painting—his first love—while continuing

to make dolls costumed in 18th-

through early 20th-century fash-

ions. “Everything I do in my

various careers in the arts is free

and donated,” he said. “Currently,

I’m making fashion dolls for

museums and historic houses.

These dolls appraise at $6,000 to

$14,000 each and one collection

has 56 decorated dolls, so we’re

talking serious work.”

He started making dolls for

Christmas décor at the Abqaiq

Clubhouse using The Nutcracker

theme. Crafted of papier-mâché

with a pipe frame, they stood five

feet tall. His latest work was fea-

tured in a five-page spread in the

November 2007 Contemporary Doll

Collector magazine.

Miller Exhibition 
Wows Georgetown

An exhibition of 80 photos

drawn from 400 “fantastic” pic-

tures given by former Aramcon

Dorothy Miller to the George-

town University Library in

Washington, D.C., completed

an extended run in the library’s Special

Collections Research Center at the

end of October. The show, which

opened in May, was originally 

slated to close in August.

Manuscripts Librarian

Nicholas Scheetz said the

> Pete Ballard receives the Dis-

tinguished West Virginian award

from Governor Joe Manchin III.

> Irene Hendricks appeared

as Aunt Alicia in an ornate

Pete Ballard-designed

gown in Gigi on the

Abqaiq stage.

Mosaic
Stories to tell? Contact: The Editor, Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah, 

Aramco Services Company, P.O. Box 2106, Houston, TX 77252-2106. 

E-mail: arthur.clark@aramcoservices.com.
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Sam Whipple looks over some of the best

ties in a collection of nearly 1,000. “I’ve got

boxes and boxes of lovely, lovely ties,” he told

Mail Tribune in his hometown of Ashland, Ore.

Photo by Bill Tracy

Mosaic

the people and their language was, and is,

captivating to many of us and, for me, also

photographically challenging.”

Saudi Aramco has a collection of

Miller’s photographs in 14 volumes. A story

about her work entitled “Arabia in Black and

White” by Jane Grutz appeared in the Fall

1992 issue of Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah, and Miller

said she and Grutz had explored the idea of

publishing her photographs in a book.

Miller credits the company for launch-

ing her as a photographer. “I really was an

Aramco production myself in many ways,”

she said. “How else could I have spent that

much time in Arabia? How else could I have

done and seen and met the people and other

employees that were part of all of this?”

First Teacher Spotlighted 
Sam Whipple, the first teacher hired by

Aramco to educate expatriate children, has

been discovered by the media. In January, he

was featured in his hometown newspaper,

the Ashland, Ore., Mail Tribune, after a story

< Dorothy Miller is pictured in

1950 with “relator” Sa‘id ibn

Nasir al-Sinafi, who shared his

knowledge of the kingdom’s ter-

rain and its nomenclature with

the Arabian Research experts in

the Government Relations office,

and who was the subject of

Miller’s own photography. He was

a member of the Bani Hajir tribe,

a group ranging from Qatar into

the southern part of the Eastern

Province, including the neighbor-

hoods of Dhahran and Abqaiq.

An oil tank in Dhahran caught the photog-

rapher’s eye in 1951.

Associates summer 2007

newsletter, and an article 

about the exhibition appeared

in Arts and Antiques magazine

in August.

Miller’s photos were

arranged in categories such as Aramco

installations, Aramco personnel and native

peoples. The display included images from

her travels outside the kingdom. Black-and-

white photography was Miller’s forte, but

she shot a good deal of color in her later

years, as shown in her pictures of Petra in

southern Jordan.

There was even a case of sand photos

in the exhibition. Around 60 of pictures Miller

gave to the library were views of sand dunes.

Miller initially worked in the Law

Department and served three stints with the

company: 1947–51, 1952–58 (after which she

took a six-month photography course 

in California) and 1967–77. When she

retired from her job with Government

Relations, she had 10,000 negatives.

Miller said her photography began

to take off when she moved from

Abqaiq back to Dhahran in 1949, met

professionals like chief photographer

Tommy Walters and started processing

her own film.

“By that time, I started to realize

that I was in a world completely differ-

ent from anything I had known before

and it became almost unreal and magi-

cal that I was even there,” she said. 

“I guess you could say the desert, the sand,

exhibition, “The Photographs of Dorothy R.

Miller: Visions of Arabia 1947–1979,” was

well received. The photos Miller donated to

the library were “just quite fantastic,” he said.

Miller, who is 92 and lives in Santa

Clara, Calif., said it was “almost … magical”

that she’d had the opportunity to photo-

graph in Saudi Arabia.

The show was curated by William F.

Stapp, former curator of photographs at the

National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C.

Georgetown graduate and annuitant Cal

Ham sent Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah a story about

the show published in Georgetown’s Library

Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah6
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about him celebrating his 91st birthday

appeared in Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah.

The Mail Tribune quoted him as saying

he had “one boy in my classroom on that

first day,” in October 1945. Steve Furman of

Houston, Texas, sent a link to the story and

included a note saying: “I am the one boy he

had in his classroom the day school opened

in Dhahran…. He is a dear man and we are

still in touch. This article is … a good tribute

to a wonderfully kind and good man.”

The article quoted Whipple as saying:

“In early 1945, no American women or chil-

dren were there and not many teachers 

were willing to go there either…. When the

company asked me about the job, I said

where in the hell is that? Nobody knew

where Saudi Arabia was then…. They were

just building up….”

Whipple “lived in a com-

pany bunkhouse, dragging 

his mattress to the roof at

night in hopes of catching 

a cool desert breeze,” the

story said.

During his time with

Aramco, he became the

principal of the Ras Tanura

school and “helped devel-

op several other satellite

schools.” He resigned in 1954

and, after a short sojourn in the United

States, “moved to Iran to teach school for

Esso Standard Oil bases” and then to Libya

“to teach in Tripoli, Libya, for 12 years….” 

He later traveled to Japan to teach conversa-

tional English.

“Vacations found Whipple boating

down the narrowest part of Africa’s Nile

River, studying history at the University of

Beirut, wintering in Morocco and crisscross-

ing Europe in a Volkswagen….”

Whipple has mementos adorning

“every surface in his modest home … a 

wall groans under black-and-white photo-

graphs of a now-famous rogue photogra-

pher named Ilo the Pirate [Ilo Battigelli]

whom Whipple hung out with in the deserts

of Saudi Arabia….”

exhibited the objects, including a bedouin

tent, in a museum they established in Lone

Jack, Mo.

In a speech, Nance expressed appre-

ciation to UCM for holding Saudi Arabia Day,

and for housing the Nance Collection and

using it as an educational tool.

UCM President Aaron Podolefsky called

the Nances “remarkably talented and gener-

ous people [who] facilitated countless educa-

tional tours and traveling exhibits.” He said

the Nance Collection “is all about educating

people about Middle Eastern cultures.”

Festivities concluded with a banquet of

traditional Middle Eastern dishes provided

by Saudi students, their families and friends.

Wrights Honored Anew 
in Peru 

Ken and Ruth Wright, who

worked for the company from

1951–55 and who have been

honored in Peru for their

efforts to reveal the secrets 

of Inca sites including Machu

Picchu, received several new

awards in Lima in October. 

They were also filmed by Der

Spiegel at Machu Picchu for a

Whipple sent home boxes of his finds,

each one with a story. They include a “gigan-

tic brass-dinner tray from Marrakesh, [a] 

Syrian messenger’s bag and hundreds of silk

ties he’s collected over 70 years….”

Now, he is wondering if, and how, he’ll

part with his collection. “I guess I’d like to

sell it all, but it would hurt me to lose it, 

you know,” Whipple told the Mail Tribune.

Nances Lauded at 
8th Saudi Arabia Day 

Annuitants Paul Nance and his wife

Colleen sampled good food and internation-

al good will at the eighth annual Saudi Ara-

bia Day at the University of Central Missouri

(UCM) in Warrensburg on Oct. 18. Around

100 Saudi students and family members

attended the gathering, which included an

exhibition of Middle Eastern artifacts from

the collection the Nances donated to the

university in 2001.

“We had a great day this year,” Paul

Nance said. “It was a wonderful afternoon

with Saudi students and their families.”

Nance said the exhibition of items 

from the Nance Collection “was an excellent

cross-section” of artifacts that the couple

collected during a 31-year Aramco career

that ended in 1983. The Nances originally

7

Paul Nance and his wife Colleen,

seated center left with University of Central

Missouri President Aaron Podolefsky, are sur-

rounded by Saudi students and their families

who attended Saudi Arabia Day.

Ken and Ruth Wright pose 

with Peru’s foreign minister after

receiving their medals at Torre Tagle Palace 

in Lima.
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documentary on Inca

water engineering. (The

couple’s work at ancient

occupation sites in Peru and in

the United States was featured in the 

Spring 2007 issue of Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah.)

On Oct. 10, they each received the

Order of Merit for Distinguished Service

from Foreign Minister Jose A. Garcia 

Belaunde for researching the technological

achievements of the pre-Hispanic civiliza-

tions of Peru. A press release praised them

for unlocking the technological secrets that

allowed Inca culture to flourish at Machu

Picchu, Tipon and Moray.

The same day, Ken received a “Profes-

sor Honorario” Medal of Ricardo Palma 

University for Inca research. On Oct. 11, 

the Wrights each received a diploma from

Bertolt Brecht College after Ken gave a

presentation on Prehistoric Engineering

Excellence at Tipon.

Ken is a consulting engineer and

hydrologist. Ruth is a lawyer and pho-

tographer.

Bobb Cuts Sharp Wake 
in Senior Games 

Fred Bobb, son of Dr. Arthur Bobb of

Stuart, Fla., and Doris Bobb of Houston,

Texas, won the silver medal in 50-yard breast-

stroke for the 50–54 age group at the Florida

Senior Games State Championship in Fort

Meyers on Dec. 1. Bobb, of Palm City, Fla.,

timed 34.03, two seconds behind the winner.

Bobb was cheered on by his dad, his

fiancée Barbara Bleuer and former Aramcons

Debbie and Pat Dorsch from Lakeland, Fla.

His second-place finish earned him a spot 

in the Senior Nationals in San Francisco,

Calif., in the spring of 2009.

Bobb, a 1972 Dhahran School gradu-

ate, held several records at the King’s Road

pool from 1970–72. He was head coach 

of the Dhahran Falcon Swim Team from

1981–85. The team was undefeated in

1980–’82 and won the All-Kingdom Swim

Meet in 1981 and ’82. In 1984, the Falcons

were among the top finishers in the Junior

Olympics in Jacksonville, Fla.

Amin Garners New Award 
Shaikh Amin, former chief Aramco pho-

tographer, added to his list of awards last

spring by winning a medal for a digital image

in the 12th International Wisconsin Circuit of

the Photographic Society of America (PSA).

Amin, who lives in Islam-

abad, Pakistan, 

was honored for an

image of a fern over 

rippled water entitled

“Green Reflection.”

Meanwhile, two 

of his color prints—a

mosque in Pakistan’s

Punjab province, and

three poppies—were

hung at the PSA’s annual

conference in Tucson,

Fred Bobb (in black cap) races into the turn

of the 50-yard breaststroke at the Florida Sen-

ior Games. He finished two seconds behind

the swimmer to his right, qualifying for the

Senior Nationals in San Francisco in 2009. 

> Fred Bobb poses

with former Aramcons

(l–r) Debbie and Pat

Dorsch and Dr. Arthur

Bobb Jr. after receiving

his Florida Senior Games

medal. Bobb wore his old

Dhahran Falcon Swim

Team warm-up jacket 

at the award ceremony.

Photo by Barbara Bleuer

> Ken Wright’s Order 

of Merit for Distinguished

Service, signed by Presi-

dent Alan Garcia Perez.

A crew from Der Spiegel filmed Ken and

Ruth Wright for a documentary about Inca 

hydrological technology. Ken is shown here.

Mosaic
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Amin, 80, shoots in Pakistan and the

United States for exhibitions and competi-

tion. “This profession keeps me moving 

and enjoying life,” he said. He retired in

1985 after a 37-year career, but returned to

Dhahran to shoot annually as a consultant

until 1994.

Texas Retiree in 
U.S. House Race 

Dwight Fullingim, who spent 15 years 

in Saudi Aramco’s Public Relations Depart-

ment, won the Democratic Party nomination

for the U.S. House seat for District 19 in

north-central Texas in the primary March 4.

Fullingim, 63, faces a two-term incum-

bent Republican in the general election 

Nov. 4. He lost a race for a seat in the Texas

Senate in 2006.

Fullingim retired in 2005. He started 

up Saudi Aramco’s quarterly Dimensions

magazine in the early 1990s.

Chimblo, Al-Saif 
Get Genoil Jobs 

Rick Chimblo and Mohammed al-Saif,

retired veterans of Saudi Aramco’s Explo-

ration organization, were named to manage-

ment posts in the Canadian company Genoil

Inc. in October.

Chimblo was named manager of Global

Business Development and is responsible

for promoting the firm’s heavy oil-upgrading

technology. Al-Saif was named manager of

Middle East Operations.

Chimblo, a director and CEO of GCC

Trading & Technology, Ltd., in Houston,

Texas, worked for 16 years for Aramco and

Saudi Aramco. Al-Saif, a director and CEO of

the same company in Saudi Arabia, retired

after a 25-year career.

Genoil CEO James Runyan said the

men’s skills and experience would be a

“great asset” in the company’s efforts to

expand in the oil and gas and petrochemical

markets worldwide.

Northam Fills 
U of Wyoming Energy Slot 

Mark Northam, a research scientist

consultant with Technology Management 

at Saudi Aramco from early 2006 through

mid-2007, has been named director of the

University of Wyoming’s School of Energy

Resources (SER), the university said in 

October. The university is in Laramie.

SER’s brief includes advancing

Wyoming’s energy-related science, tech-

nology and economics research. It will house

a multimillion-dollar wind-energy research

center funded by a gift from an oil company.

Moylan Named 
PMI Director 

William A. Moylan, a projects specialist

for Aramco from 1974–85, was elected to a

three-year term as a director of the Project

Management Institute in October. Moylan, 

a professor of construction management 

at Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti,

Mich., was among five new directors elected

to the 15-person board.
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Shaikh Amin poses beside his photograph

“Poppy Flowers in Trio,” which was chosen 

to hang at the Photographic Society of Amer-

ica’s annual conference in Tucson, Ariz., in

September. Shaikh Amin’s “Artistic Mosque,”

shot in Chakwal in Punjab Province in 2006,

was also selected for hanging at the show. It

has appeared in 11 international exhibitions. 

Ariz., in September. Amin attended the 

conference for the 14th consecutive year, 

a record highlighted by the PSA president.

In November, he helped judge the PSA

Cascade International small-prints exhibi-

tion in King City, Ore., the fifth time he has

served in that capacity.

> Dwight 

Fullingim
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Big Crowd Warms Austin Gathering
By Ray Stevens and Judy Walker

It was chilly outside, but a big crowd warmed up the annual Texas

Hill Country Annuitants Christmas Party at Vintage Villas overlooking

Lake Travis in Austin, Texas, on Dec. 13. Attendance topped out at

approximately 130 well-dressed people.

Attendees represented many eras of company life—from early

times to some who still reside in Saudi Aramco communities. Although

most of the guests were retired Aramcons, the welcome mat was out for

shareholders, contractors and anyone would could smile with under-

standing upon hearing words like shokrun and shamal.

The true laughter continued to be sparked by the stories of the

guests’ great times in Saudi Arabia. The tales can only be appreciated

by those who were there and who can laugh along with the storyteller.

The Aramco community was not Utopia, but it had characteristics that

need to be studied by community planners today.

Fred and Martha Goff, Jack and Ellen Meyer and Judy and Bill Walker

again teamed up to organize the event. Bob Loeb once more put up

signs to guide quests to the party.

Top: Santa, aka Mike Sawran, appeared with his wife Linda, left, and
Jan and Scott Conner at the Austin gathering.       Bottom: Carol and
Leonard Gonzales, left, share a laugh with Cassie and Phil Wilkinson.
Photos by Ray Stevens

Houston Fête Draw 56

Fifty-six guests, including nine first-timers, turned out for the Annual

Holiday Luncheon Banquet held by the ASC-Aramco Retirees Luncheon

Group at Houston’s Raveneaux Country Club on Dec. 11. Annuitants

Verne Stueber and Ken

Leggett reprised their roles

as co-hosts.

Among the newcomers

was Aramco Services Com-

pany photographer and infor-

mation-technology specialist

David Lugo, who attended

for Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah. 

“I expected old friends who

were happy to see each

other, but what I did not

expect was to meet a group

of folks who had seen and

lived through some extraordi-

nary times,” he said.

“What I experienced was

a sense of family and commu-

nity that is multigenerational.

The annuitants at my table

asked me who I knew at

Aramco. I didn’t know how 

to answer since I have only

worked at Aramco Services

Company for two years. After

some mutual name dropping,

I was surprised how easy it was to find coworkers we have in common.

This type of connection doesn’t really happen at other companies.”

Conversations quickly turned to the “old days” in Saudi Arabia,

Houston and elsewhere. Sally Leggett and Helen Streaker talked about

the October 1967 Arab-Israeli War, when the company evacuated depend-

ents who wished to leave the kingdom, Lugo noted.

“Sally mentioned to me that she went to Italy,” he said. “Her best

friend, Helen Streaker, said she chose not to leave because she had to

supervise the painting of her house…. Another friend of theirs, who has now

passed away, chose not to leave because she was having her hair done.”

“I never heard a negative word about their experiences or about

the company or the people. Every memory was a cherished treasure,”

Lugo said.

Holidays Bring
Friends Together

Top: Verne Stueber, left, reconnects
with ASC colleague Ella Mae Tyrkalo,
who attended with her husband Paul.
Bottom: Peggy McGinley, Pat 
Gallagher and Bob Bundschuh 
are all smiles. Photos by David Lugo

> >
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’50s Singles Trade Stories in Sonoma

Nine former employees who came to Dhahran as singles in the

early 1950s held a holiday-season reunion at the home of Bob and Fran

Mealey Grant in Sonoma, Calif., Jan. 13–14, treating themselves with

tales of yore.

Theo and Jopie DeVries, Verne Stueber, Carol Keyes-Rader, Ken 

and Ruth Wright, and the Grants enjoyed the Wrights’ movies and slides

from 1951–55, when they were all in their early 20s. A favorite image

showed Stueber on his first date with his future wife Becky, a nurse. 

The group also viewed Half-Moon Bay movies and slides focusing on 

the jointly owned Pour Lamour Lightning sailboat.

Keyes-Rader brought two photos from 1952 showing a KLM airliner

being lifted from the desert onto a flatbed truck by three giant Aramco

cranes. The plane had made a belly landing after running out of fuel en

route to Dhahran, without any injuries. Bob Grant, who visited the crash

site, reported that the airplane flew out of Dhahran a week later.

Ruth Wright recalled her first visit to the Dhahran barbershop as 

a curly headed newlywed in 1954. She asked the Indian barber to “cut

one inch off all around” before closing her eyes, only to open them

again and find “only one inch remaining all around!” she said.

Stueber recounted his optimistic and heralded departure from

Dhahran in a second-hand “power glide” Chevrolet sedan in July 1954.

He said the automatic transmission went out near Baghdad and it took

Spring 2008

Pictured at the 1950s Dhahran Singles Reunion are (l–r): Jopie 
DeVries, Fran Mealy-Grant, Theo DeVries, Ken Wright, Ruth Wright, 
Carol Keyes-Rader, Verne Stueber and Bob Grant.

him a week of diligent work in the Baghdad suq to acquire the parts to

rebuild it before heading on to The Hague.

Ken Wright teased ex-roommate Bob Grant about getting

marooned on a small island in the Gulf with champion swimmer Beverly

McCann and Bernie Austin in 1952. He’d beached the sailboat to explore

the island, and it had drifted back to the coast at al-Azziziya when the

tide rose. Grant made a fire that was spotted by an airplane from

Bahrain and a search boat from the Dhahran airbase rescued the trio

that night.

The group also talked about the company’s training program for

Saudis in the early 1950s that helped them transition from a pre-indus-

trial life into reliable oil industry craftsmen “in what seemed to be

overnight,” Wright said.

The most rewarding and enjoyable remembrances were of trips

south from Dhahran to the old port city of al-‘Uqayr, to Hofuf and many

visits to Qatif and Tarut Island, the group agreed. “It was then that our

respect and appreciation for the rich Arab culture was more fully devel-

oped and traditions better understood,” Wright said.

>



MAINLANDERS FIND
ST. THOMAS FRIEND

Enjoying the sunshine in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, are (l–r) 

Aramco retiree Dr. Arthur Bobb, Jr., former Aramco employee Tom Miller

and his wife Rebecca, Fred Bobb (DH 72) and Dean Barnes (DH 67).

Barnes, who has lived on St. Thomas since 1979, met the mainlanders

when they docked Dec. 19 during an eight-day sailing from Ft. Laud-

erdale, Fla. Photo by Barbara Bleuer

Henderson said the idea for a get-together originated at

the funeral near Glasgow for a friend who had worked in

Abqaiq. Retired Aramcons and employees “so enjoyed

meeting up even in such sad circumstances” that

they decided to meet again, he said.

A reunion was originally considered for

2006, but no date could be agreed. The idea

was raised again that November at a birth-

day/graduation party for ex-Abqaiq resident

Lynn Hampson, and Henderson took the reins

to help bring it to fruition.

Salah Al-Masoud, administrator of

AOC’s Industrial Relations Division, called the

reunion “the harbinger of many more reunions

to come.” He stressed the retirees’ essential

role in Saudi Aramco’s industry leadership, saying

that their contributions served as groundwork on

which the company’s new successes are built.

The reunion was intended to get the ball rolling for

biennial gatherings for all Saudi Aramco retirees in the United

Kingdom. Organizers would like to see Saudi Aramco retirees come from

all over Europe.

Henderson said holding another reunion this year will “be an enor-

mous challenge, but it will be worth it to see old colleagues and friends

gathered together to celebrate this milestone event for Saudi Aramco.”

Ex-Abqaiq employees and family members pose for a picture at the
first Saudi Aramco retirees’ reunion in the United Kingdom.

C O L L E A G U E S G A T H E R
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RETIREES HOLD FIRST U.K. REUNION
By Juvie de Koning, AOC, with input from ASC

England may never be the same—for company retirees at least.

In August, Thomas Henderson—aided by family and friends—orga-

nized the first official reunion for Saudi Aramco retirees from the United

Kingdom. Fifty-two former employees from Abqaiq, plus family members,

spent Aug. 24–26 sharing news and reminiscing in Nottinghamshire.

In another first, a Web site for Saudi Aramcons in Britain went live

in September. It’s www.ukaramcons.co.uk.

Henderson called the reunion a “test run” for a planned get-together

this August to mark the company’s 75th anniversary. It will be at the Holi-

day Inn at Maidenhead/Windsor in Surrey from Aug. 21–24. Details are 

on the Web site.

Henderson signed on as an electrician at the Qurayyah Seawater

Treatment Plant in 1979 and his wife Eileen joined him in Abqaiq in

1983; the couple retired in 2004. Their sons Darrin and Craig attended

the reunion, the former with his wife Tracey and their 20-month-old

daughter Amber, making it a three-generation affair.

Guests came from throughout the United Kingdom, and a few

arrived from farther afield: Alan Fox from Saudi Arabia; Ami and Maeve

Louli from Ireland; and Martin and Ann Wingrove from Holland.

There was a casual dinner Aug. 24, followed by an invitational golf

tournament at Broughton Heath Golf Club in Derbyshire and a sightsee-

ing-and-shopping trip for non-golfers Aug. 25. In the evening, guests met

for an informal dinner sponsored by Aramco Overseas Company (AOC) in

Leiden, the Netherlands. Two AOC representatives attended the reunion.

Before dinner, prizes were handed out to the winners of the golf

tournament. Commemorative gifts, also courtesy of AOC, were presented.

>
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NAEEM HONORED IN LAHORE
Muhammad Naeem, right, who joined Aramco in 1955 and then

became a Petromin employee, was honored by 87 members of the Saudi

Aramco Former Employees Association in Lahore, Pakistan, on Jan. 13. 

He and his wife Sarwar departed for California on Jan. 26 to live with their

son. Naeem received gifts from Muhammad Ashfaq, SAFEA secretary 

general, center left, and Abbas Hussein Malik, SAFEA president, left, 

in recognition of his long service to SAFEA. Looking on at center right 

is Abdul Rehman. Photo by Shaikh Amin

A R O U N D T H E G L O B E

Diet Office in the 1980s. The dietitians were based in Dhahran and trav-

eled to clinics at Abqaiq, Ras Tanura, ‘Udhailiyah and al-Hasa.

Knox said the Dhahran Health Center grew from 100 beds in 1977, 

to 250 in 1980, to 400 by 1987. The dietitians formed a top-notch team

and “not a single tray ever went to a patient without it being professionally

checked to meet the doctor’s orders,” she noted.

WASHINGTON ‘ODYSSEY’ DRAWS 300
By Kate Ivcevich

Aramco Service’s Company’s Washington office hosted a reunion for 300

area annuitants, retirees and Brats aboard the Odyssey yacht the evening of 

Oct. 13 in Washington, D.C. The weather was warm and breezy, lending to a perfect

moonlight cruise.

Former Aramcons, Brats and friends of the company enjoyed a buffet dinner, live

music, dancing and games. Guests from the old days included Edward Zinola (a former senior

vice president, 1947–78), Sayed Zamir Hassan (Dhahran, 1948–59) and Douglas Brice, a Brat

(1948–57) who in 1949 was one of five children enrolled in the Dhahran’s first ninth-grade class.

The Odyssey sailed along the Potomac River opposite scenic areas of the Washington and Virginia shore-

lines, treating guests to marvelous views of monuments.

> Rima Hassan (DH 80), left, outreach coordinator at the Saudi Embassy in Washington, D.C., her father Aramco
retiree Zayed Samir Hassan, and guest Suellen Foth pose at the reunion. Photo by Photogenic, Inc.

DIETITIANS FLOCK TO FLA. DINE-IN
Seven registered dietitians from the Dhahran Health Center

enjoyed mouthwatering dishes at a reunion in Florida on Oct. 19–21

that took most of them back more than 20 years. Along with a picnic

featuring hickory-smoked spareribs and peanut-butter ice cream,

they savored traditional Middle Eastern dishes like chicken kabsah,

tabbuli and stuffed grape leaves, and toured the state’s Panhandle

region from their base at Patsy Knox’s home in Mary Esther.

Marilou “Malou” Salazar Perez of Winnipeg, Canada, suggested

the reunion and Knox got the green light to organize and host the

event after a story about her new “Moorish house” appeared 

in Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah. Along with Knox and Perez, dietitians Ayse

Alpyoruk Becker, Fay Mason, Teresita “Tess” Tumamak Medina and

Phyllis Tacquard and Mary Al-Madani attended. Perez’s husband

Edilberto and the couple’s daughter Kim rounded out the

guest list.

Tacquard, from Houston, Texas, was the compa-

ny’s first registered dietitian and also the longest

serving (1977–87), followed by Knox (1981–1994)

and Mason (1989–2002), from Mobile, Ala. 

The most recent hire was Al-Madani (1992–

present), from al-Khobar. The rest worked at

Seated front row (l–r) are Phyllis Tacquard, Mary Al-Madani and host
Patsy Knox. Back row: Ayse Becker, Fay Mason, Kim Perez and her mother
Marilou Salazar Perez, and Teresita Tumamak Medina.

>
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Amy Ward Beir, who joined Aramco’s Public Relations Department 

in the company’s New York headquarters in 1948, holds a copy 

of her father’s book, Negotiations for Oil Concessions in Bahrain, 
El Hasa (Saudi Arabia), The Neutral Zone, Qatar and Kuwait, in her

home in Salisbury, Conn. Photo by Owen Oxley

>
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Above: Aramco headquarters at 505 Park Ave. looked like this when Amy Ward

went to work there in 1948. Top: Today, the building still has a Saudi connection.

Riyadh-based Olayan International, started by the late Suliman Olayan, a former

Aramco employee himself, has its U.S. office there. Photo by Richard Hobson,
Olayan International

>

Amy Ward Beir :
Back to the Beginning
By Owen Oxley

n late 1948, when young Amy

Ward was visiting her parents’

home in Short Hills, N.J., her

father suggested that she apply

for a job at Aramco, whose prede-

cessor Casoc (the California Ara-

bian Standard Oil Company) he’d

known many years before. Aram-

co had just moved its corporate headquarters from

San Francisco, Calif., to New York. Thomas E. Ward,

an oil man himself, thought it would make a good fit

for his daughter, a recent Smith College graduate.

I

In 1953, Amy Ward Beir, newly
wed and fresh from a job at the
Arabian American Oil Company’s
headquarters in New York, N.Y.,
stopped to tour Bahrain en
route to Iraq with her husband.
Ironically, although her father
Thomas E. Ward had been a key
player in events leading up to
the discovery of oil in Bahrain
more than 20 years before,
she was not fully aware of
his behind-the-scenes role in
that strike—or, by extension,
in the discovery of oil in
Saudi Arabia itself.
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had just returned from the “field,” as employees referred to Saudi

Arabia. He had been Aramco’s first publicity director in Jiddah and,

after a few months, moved to Dhahran where he remained for a

couple of years. A former lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army, 

he had served with distinction in virtually every war theater.

Amy already had two jobs on her resumé. She’d joined

Newsweek in New York immediately after graduating from Smith 

in 1945. She earned $38 a week reading daily newspapers and

periodicals to clip items for possible development by Newsweek

departments.

Within a year she was running that section. (Arthur Frommer,

who went on to become the

world travel-guide guru,

worked as a mail boy there 

at the time, Amy notes.) But

Newsweek’s deadlines meant

she had to work every week-

end, which scotched any

chance of a social life. So she

began to look around―and

landed a job with better hours

at Charles Scribner’s Sons.

Charles Jr. had just joined

the family business and needed

an assistant, and Amy filled 

the bill. The position didn’t pay

much, around $40 a week, but

the work was relatively low

pressure, as was the case at

most publishers those days,

she recalls.

Not so at Aramco, her next

stop down the employment road.

By 1948, the world was

beginning to wake up to the

importance of Saudi Arabia 

and its oil resources. Where on earth was it? Who ran the country?

Could the world—and especially America—depend on the king-

dom as an oil supplier? A river of questions flooded into her office

from industries, governments and government agencies, journalists 

and writers.

The Public Relations Department responded by developing

backgrounders and fact sheets on the company and the kingdom,

and issuing news releases about what was happening in Dhahran,

Ras Tanura and Abqaiq, and Saudi Arabia in general. The kingdom

held a certain romance, she notes, since it was created and ruled

by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud, a tough old warrior who had consolidated

the bedouin tribes, villagers and townspeople, and given the coun-

try his family’s name. “Almost overnight, I got to know an awful lot

about Saudi Arabia,” Amy says.

Aramco photographers in the “field” were documenting all

aspects of the company’s operations: exploration teams mapping

parts of the vast desert; roustabouts drilling for oil; expatriate
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It would also complete a circle for the family—for Thomas

Ward had played a quiet but critical role in priming Casoc’s parent,

Standard Oil of California, to bid for the oil concession, signed in

1933, that put Saudi Arabia into the petroleum record books.

Amy took her dad’s advice. She went off to interview for a

new job in the first new building constructed on Park Avenue in

Manhattan since the end of WWII and was hired to work in the

Public Relations Department. Now a sprightly 85 and living in a

retirement community near Lakeville, Conn., she remembers those

early Aramco days with a smile.

“I got there at just the right time,” she says. Oil exploration

(and most production) had been

put on hold in Saudi Arabia 

during WWII. In the late ’40s, 

the greatest expansion in oil

operations in the kingdom until

that time was under way to meet

spiraling world demand, while

political hot spots threatened

the stability of the Middle East.

When Amy arrived at 505

Park Ave., however, she knew 

little about that. Aramco was

located in a charming neighbor-

hood on the northeast corner 

of 59th St., she remembers. 

Delmonico’s Restaurant (a

favorite for Aramcons) was just

across the street; Blooming-

dale’s, the famed department

store, was a block away on 

Lexington Ave.; and the subway

was easy to access. There were 

a number of fine bookstores, 

a couple of art galleries, and 

a range of other shops. The new

building was fully air conditioned, another novel and wonderful

experience. And it got better.

Quite a few of the executives, managers and support staff

who had worked for Aramco in the Golden State had immigrated

along with the company. “They brought along a lovely, refreshing

West Coast style of living and working,” Amy recalls.

Their joie de vivre impressed many of the New Yorkers hired

to take the place of those who stayed in California or filling new

positions in the expanding Public Relations Department, headed

by Vice President H.O. “Tommy” Thompson. Amy earned just over

$100 a week (more than double her previous job at the publishers

Charles Scribner’s Sons), to her delight.

“Wow, I was rich, single and working on Park Avenue!” she says.

She worked for “Ted” O. Phillips, assistant manager of the

department, which was on the 21st (and top) floor. Other staff

included writer Leonard Turk, Tom Gartland, an editor for Aramco

World (then a monthly company newsletter), and Howard Beir, who

Amy Ward and Howard Beir were married Nov. 30, 1952.>

Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah
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wives and mothers facing the challenges

of family life far from home; and children

being born in the kingdom and attending

schools built just for them.

Writers in Dhahran drafted stories

about discovering new oil fields and 

setting new production records. They also

covered shopping in al-Khobar, and playing

golf with red balls on sand fairways or putting

on oiled greens.

Amy was involved in virtually every aspect of her depart-

ment’s operations, from keeping an eye on The Associated Press

newswire to proofreading Aramco World. She fielded inquiries from

the world press, passing them on to Philips, Turk or Beir.

She also worked with graphic artists and designers to create

and produce educational materials for American elementary

schools. One kit contained several posters, one about camels and

another about growing dates, and a photo spread on American chil-

dren attending kindergarten in an Aramco community. It also held

prayer beads, a flag of Saudi Arabia and a couple of Saudi coins.

Life was interesting. Amy remembers days filled with new expe-

riences as she helped

explain and publicize

Aramco’s operations

and the activities of

the men and women

involved in a relatively

new and certainly

dynamic international

oil company. Even 

her social life—with

Howard Beir—was

looking up.

Beir worked

closely with many

of the leading 

journalists of

America’s largest

publications and

news providers,

including The New

York Times, Time,

Life, U.S. News

and World Report,

the wire services

and special-inter-

est publications. 

In Saudi Arabia, he had escorted reporters to oil wells, exploration

sites and the Ras Tanura Refinery, and taken them to the homes 

of Americans in company communities, as well as on visits to

bedouins in their black tents. He had also worked with members

of the Royal Family, many of whom were begin-

ning to travel to the United States on business

and vacations.

He and Amy were married on Nov. 30,

1952. Shortly after that, Amy resigned from

Aramco, as company policy required.

But another door was opening.

Beir was recruited to coordinate a

planned project to build homes for low-

income Iraqis for International Basic Economics Corp. (IBEC),

headed by Winthrop Rockefeller, the son of oil magnate John D.

Rockefeller. Amy and her husband relocated to Baghdad in early

1954, stopping in Jiddah, Dhahran and Bahrain en route.

The couple’s time in Baghdad was exhilarating, Amy notes.

Their days were packed with getting things done, from decorating

a home to entertaining Iraqi officials, working with architects, and

assembling the documents and financial data required to qualify

for government endorsement of the project.

But IBEC’s bid came in too high and the job went to another

firm. Devastated, the couple returned to New York after six months

to pick up life again. Howard earned additional credits toward an

MBA at New York University, becoming some-

thing of a computer whiz, and established a

company that served the banking and finan-

cial communities for many years. The couple

had a son named John in 1956.

They bought a cottage and four acres 

of land in rural Connecticut in 1968 and

returned each summer until taking up per-

manent residence there in 1992. Howard

died in 2005 at age 87. Today, Amy cherishes

her memories of Aramco, carefully preserved

like the materials in the kits she developed

for American schoolchildren in the ’50s, and

she stays in touch with a few friends from

those exciting days.

Obviously, she’s happy she took her father’s advice and went

to that interview at 505 Park Ave. 60 years ago.

“The Middle East was an adventure I’ll never forget,” Amy

says with a smile.

Author Owen Oxley first crossed paths with his subject, Amy Ward,

when he worked in the New York office in 1949. He transferred to

Dhahran the next year and stayed until 1955.

< Aramco moved its headquarters from 505 Park Ave. in New York

to Dhahran—to the horseshoe-shaped Administration Building at

top—in 1952.

Amy Ward pulls the latest AP wire copy in the Public Relations 

Department at 505 Park Ave., while colleagues Howard Beir (left)

and Leonard Turk and consult behind her.

>

‘Wow, I was rich

and single and

working on

Park Avenue!’

Spring 2008
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n the early decades of the 20th century, much of 

the Middle East was generally acknowledged to be

solidly within the domain of the British Empire, an

entity not to be trifled with by penny-ante interlop-

ers. But Ward, a chartered accountant who immigrat-

ed to America in 1919 and founded an oil-equipment

company in New York, N.Y., in 1923, had the right

combination of management and communication

skills to breathe fresh air into the oil business.

The second member of the trio was Major Frank Holmes, 

a New Zealander who had served as a procurement officer for the

British Army in Mesopotamia in WWI and was well regarded in

every suq in the principal towns and villages of the Gulf region. 

He traveled lightly, explaining that he journeyed mostly for his

health, and had an uncanny ability to show up at crucial moments

of important meetings attended by powerful people.

The third man was T. George Madgwick, a professor of petro-

leum engineering at Britain’s University of Birmingham who had

served as a consulting geologist in various parts of the world. 

It was this team—an astute businessman, a superb salesman 

and a geologist with academic credentials—that pointed the way

to huge crude-oil resources where others said none existed.

Ward knew Madgwick from their earlier drilling days in Trinidad,

and he linked up with Holmes in 1926. The latter represented the

Eastern and General Syndicate, Ltd. (E&G), a London company

formed in 1920 to buy and sell—but not develop—oil concessions.

Holmes had heard stories of oil seeps on the western side of the Ara-

bian Gulf during his wartime service in Basra and he had negotiated

concessions to explore for oil in the region on E&G’s behalf.

E&G won the concession to explore for oil and minerals in east-

ern Arabia from the then-Sultan of the Najd ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud in

1923, outmaneuvering the British government and established oil

interests in the region. However, it couldn’t convince any oil compa-

nies to purchase the rights after the Swiss geologist it hired to do 

a preliminary assessment of the 40,000-square-mile concession

reported that “the region shows no potential for oil whatsoever.”

He called exploration there a “pure gamble,” supporting what

established geologists had said. E&G made the first annual con-

cession payment of £3,000 (worth $227,500 today), according 

to Ward, but none after that and the concession lapsed in 1928.

Holmes won concessions to explore for oil in the Saudi-Kuwait

Neutral Zone in 1924 and in Bahrain in 1925. The first lapsed, too, for

failure to meet payments. But the second, which Holmes acquired

after hiring Madgwick to supervise what proved a successful project

to drill water wells for the Amir of Bahrain, paid off in spades.

Madgwick was Ward’s entré into the region. The pair had been

in touch regarding the Bahrain drilling job. In fact, Ward found

Madgwick a job as a petroleum advisor with the government in

Alberta, Canada, in 1926, and Madgwick stopped in New York en

route in August, telling Ward that he’d seen signs of oil in Bahrain.

As Madgwick put it in a report in September, there was “an occur-

rence of asphaltic material connected with vertical fissuring” in the

geological dome on Bahrain; he also noted that a pit dug by workers

in the vicinity had accu-

mulated water with a

film of oil.

Holmes traveled to

New York to meet Ward

that same month; the

pair hit it off, and

Holmes put the negotia-

tions to sell the Bahrain

Thomas E. Ward, whose daughter Amy
joined Aramco in 1948, had more than a
passing interest in her new employer. Born
into a working-class family from Preston,
England, in the country’s north, Ward was
among a trio of petroleum pioneers who
helped install an American oil company in
Bahrain, in the heart of Britain’s imperial
hegemony, work that led to the discovery
of oil there and—finally—in Saudi Arabia.

I
> Thomas E. Ward poses at the site of Bahrain’s discovery well on a visit in 1955.

Thomas E. Ward:
Opening the Door to Arabia
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concession into Ward’s hands. (Ward later became E&G’s “attorney-

in-fact.”) Ward had already begun contacting American oil com-

panies about oil possibilities in Bahrain based on his talks with

Madgwick. The professor’s report gave him the ammunition he

needed to make E&G’s case, he says in his book Negotiations for

Oil Concessions in Bahrain, El Hasa (Saudi Arabia), The Neutral

Zone, Qatar and Kuwait, published privately in 1965.

Ward convinced the Gulf Oil Company to buy the concession in

1927, after Anglo-Persian, Royal Dutch-Shell, Burmah Oil Company

and Standard Oil of New Jersey turned down E&G proposals. E&G

transferred the concession to a Gulf subsidiary called the Eastern

Gulf Oil Company in November that year. Based on Ward’s sugges-

tion, Eastern Gulf established the Bahrain Oil Company (Bapco) in

Canada to operate the concession in Bahrain, meeting London’s

requirement that a British company fulfill that role.

Notably, in a separate deal Eastern Gulf also acquired E&G’s

lapsed concessions in eastern Arabia and in the Saudi–Kuwait

Neutral Zone, pending their revalidation, plus a concession with

Kuwait that Holmes hoped to deliver. Nothing came of that agree-

ment, however, and Gulf soon found it had a big problem with the

Bahrain concession.

Gulf was a member of the Near East Development Corporation

(NEDC), a group of American oil companies that in 1928 bought into

the Turkish Petroleum Company (TPC), a cartel of mainly European

oil firms formed earlier to keep competitors out of the Middle East.

No TPC member could negotiate a concession in a red-lined area

that included Bahrain and Saudi Arabia without the approval of

every company in the group. Gulf couldn’t rally the required support

for the Bahrain deal and it was forced to seek a buyer.

Gulf and E&G gave Ward the green light to pursue negotia-

tions with Standard Oil of California (Socal) which, as non-NEDC

member, had room to wheel and deal in the region. Late in 1928,

Socal paid $50,000 (the equivalent of about $600,000 today) for

the concession, the amount that Gulf had spent doing survey work

there. Mirroring what Gulf had done earlier, Socal established a

Canadian company named Bapco to operate the concession. The

British government finally approved the deal in 1929, on the eve of

the Great Depression, after the U.S. State Department intervened.

Three years later, in 1932, Socal struck oil in Bahrain. Its geolo-

gists had noticed the similarities in geology just across the ribbon of

Gulf separating the archipelago from Saudi Arabia. With the signing

of the oil Concession Agreement between Saudi Arabia and Socal in

May 1933 in Jiddah (where Holmes made a brief appearance for E&G

at negotiations that also included the Iraq Petroleum Company, TPC’s

successor), they would soon get their chance to drill there, too.

The rest, as they say, is history—Saudi Aramco’s history and 

a history in which Thomas E. Ward played a short, but vital role.

Ward never set foot in Saudi Arabia, but he did travel to

Bahrain in April 1955, where his picture was taken with Bapco

executives at Bahrain’s discovery well. During his visit, Ward

received a sword of honor from Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifah, 

the amir of Bahrain.

Ward was the only member of the trio of oil pioneers to benefit

financially from the original Bahrain concession agreement, which

paid him a royalty for many years. He died in 1969, at age 79, at his

home in Short Hills, N.J.

Major 

Frank Holmes

Thomas E. Ward 
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Middle East Motifs Inspire

ContemporaryQuilts

F
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< Left: Mary Anne Littlejohn poses with her

quilt “A House with Four Rooms,” titled after

Rumer Godden’s 1989 autobiography. Quoting

the author, she says, “…everyone is a house

with four rooms, a physical, a mental, an emo-

tional and a spiritual. Most of us tend to live 

in one room most of the time but, unless we go

into every room every day, even if only to keep

it aired, we are not a complete person.” 

Below: Quilt-making has become a family 

tradition: Daughter Marie Littlejohn-Dunn

shows off her 2007 Brats Reunion quilt, “Ahlan

wa Sahlan.”

< This 2003 “Oasis” quilt—just 19 x 20 inches—portrays its subject in

vivid, Van Gogh-like colors. 

F
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Her friend Tim Barger sent the former Dhahran resident photos 

of the petroglyphs, but his was not the first such gift Littlejohn received.

In the early 1990s, a visitor from Bahrain gave her impressions of original

Dilmun seals used by Gulf traders more than 2,000 years ago. These 

and similar gifts suggested decorative motifs. All have appeared in the

extraordinary art quilts Littlejohn has been turning out almost since she

took up quilting 15 years ago.

During those years, she has lectured on quilting, taught quilting

workshops and, since retiring to Texas with her husband Laney in 1996,

has served several times on the board of the Houston Quilt Guild and

acted as a judge at quilt shows. But most of all, she loves to quilt.

“I love the feel of fabric,” says Littlejohn, who credits Donna Dona-

hoo, a friend who encouraged her to enter the Dhahran Quilt Group’s

monthly drawing in

1992, for sparking

her quilting career.

The prize? One hun-

dred quilt blocks—

enough to make 

her very first quilt.

The fact that 

Littlejohn had never

before made a quilt

was no deterrent. Acquainted with the needle since age eight, she soon

finished that quilt, and then began work on her second—a traditional

design with a nontraditional twist.

She photocopied a Middle Eastern motif onto her fabric and then

incorporated the fabric into a “carpet” quilt to create a pattern so engag-

ing that it soon became a favorite for other Dhahran quilters.

>

or some time now, quilt-maker Mary Ann Littlejohn has been thinking about glyphs 

in her home in Houston, Texas. Not just any glyphs, but Arabian petroglyphs—fragments

of ancient stone carvings found in and around the Arabian Peninsula.

By Jane Waldron Grutz
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As popular as that pattern proved, it alone did not make her an accom-

plished quilter. Only by taking classes, reading books and trying something

new with every quilt she made did Littlejohn gradually gain the skills that

she later shared with others in Dhahran and al-Khobar, and now shares with

quilters in Houston—when she isn’t creating quilts for Houston’s annual

International Quilt Festival, the largest quilt show in the world.

Since moving to Houston, Littlejohn has entered her work in almost

every festival, most recently in the category known as “journal” quilts.

Designed to show different quilting techniques, these 8 ½ x 11-inch quilts

are displayed next to each other in a row of five to nine (all made by the

same entrant), together with journal entries explaining the quilting tech-

niques employed.

One of her entries, “Eye of the Storm,” appeared in the art book

Creative Quilting: The Journal Quilt Project. However, her 2003 Dilmun

Seal quilts—inspired by the eponymous impressions she’d been given

—highlight how far she has advanced in the art of creative quilting.

Her final quilt in this series of nine is a prime example. To prepare 

it, she photographed the seal impression, made a stencil from that, 

printed the stencil on blueprint photo-sensitive fabric, bleached the 

fabric to turn it yellow and then tea-dyed it to turn the yellow parts brown.

For the background she used her inkjet printer to transfer a Rand McNally

map onto specially treated fabric. Then she sewed the pieces together,

quilted her design and, finally, made the binding.

Art quilts are generally considered to be at the cutting edge of

quilting techniques, but traditional quilts can present challenges too, as

Littlejohn discovered later in 2003 when she volunteered to help com-

plete the Guild’s biannual raffle quilt, “Midnight in the Garden.”

In this case, the appliquéd “garden” blocks had been completed 

by other quilters, but the border had not. When a friend suggested she

design a border based on a wrought-iron pattern, Littlejohn promptly

picked up her camera and began to photograph all the wrought-iron gates

and fences she could find—first in her neighborhood, then in New Orleans,

La., where son Tom lives.

That was the easy part. After using her photos to create a pattern,

she prepared her own tubular bias tape, nudged the tape with pins 

into the desired pattern, glued the tape to the quilt and stitched it 

Mary Ann Littlejohn used a number of techniques to create her nine-piece 2003 “Dilmun Seal” journal quilt series, based on impressions from original 

Dilmun seals used by Gulf traders thousands of years ago. Quilt #9, on the right, incorporates a Rand-McNally map on specially treated fabric as a background.

>



Q

Spring 2008 23

in place. That would have been enough for most people, but as she

already had the quilt in her hands, Littlejohn decided to quilt the blocks,

join them together into a queen-size quilt, and bind it. Altogether, it

took her three months.

Although she is pleased the raffle quilt turned out so well, 

Littlejohn now concentrates most of her efforts on smaller art quilts.

In fact, quilt-making has become a family tradition: daughter 

Marie Littlejohn-Dunn, a geophysicist with GX Technology of Houston,

makes quilts for auction. With a job and a husband and a daughter,

Marie’s quilting time is strictly limited. Nevertheless, since 2001 she 

has managed to turn out an auction quilt for every biennial Aramco Brats

reunion, this year creating her all-time favorite, “Ahlan wa Sahlan,” featur-

ing an Arabian coffeepot motif.

Aside from discussing ideas, Littlejohn does not help with her

daughter’s quilts. She is far too busy making quilts of her own.

“I’d really like to do more with Arabia,” she says, her thoughts turn-

ing back to the petroglyph photos that Tim Barger sent her. She picks up

the 8x10 black-and-white glossies, examines them, then lays them out

carefully on her worktable. She is not sure yet how she will develop the

design. But that doesn’t worry her. Experience has taught her that once

she starts, the pattern will somehow fall into place.

“The quilts talk to you,” she explains. “All you have to do is listen.”

For more information about Mary Ann Littlejohn’s quilts, visit:

www.malittlejohn.com; http://malittlejohn.blogspot.com; 

http://picasaweb.google.com/malittlej/QuiltsMiddleEast; 

http://picasaweb.google.com/malittlej/AShowOfHands.

The quilt-maker used a readily available blue adhesive stencil for applying

henna to one’s hand as the artwork in this 2003 quilt, titled “Dilmun Hand.”

“Arab Door” imaginatively reflects a sense of discovery. > >

‘The uilts talk to you.All you have to do is listen.’



AramcoWorld Photographer Eyes Golden State

Longtime readers of Aramco World may remember the photos of freelance contributor Nik Wheeler, whose work

frequently appeared in the magazine in the 1980s and ’90s. Indeed, Wheeler’s photos illustrated two special issues

(both with writer John Lawton):“Muslims in China” (J/A 1985) and “Islam’s Path East” (N/D 1991). Now a handsome

new coffee-table book on California showcases over 300 recent color photographs by Wheeler.

Annuitants and present or second-generation Aramcons with a West Coast connection will be interested in The

Most Beautiful Villages and Towns of California, described as “a text-and-pictures journey to the most inviting destina-

tions in the Golden State, plus photo essays on California missions, wine country and ghost towns.” The book, done

with writer Joan Tapper, was published late last year by Thames and Hudson and retails for $40.

Wheeler and Tapper also teamed up on Island Dreams Caribbean in 2005. Their next project, The Most Beautiful

Towns and Villages of the Southwest, is slated for publication in 2009.

Discovery! Goes to Washington

Tim Barger, whose Selwa Press last year republished Wallace Steg-

ner’s Discovery! The Search for Arabian Oil to both acclaim and criticism,

discussed the book at the Library 

of Congress in Washington, D.C.,

Nov. 28. He appeared with Thomas

Lippman, former Middle East bureau

chief for The Washington Post, who

wrote the book’s foreword.

More than 50 people attended

the hour-long session. It dealt

mainly with the historical back-

ground of the book, which focuses

on the first dozen formative years

for Aramco, from 1933–45. The

presentation was shown on Book

TV and made available on C-Span’s

Video Library.

Meanwhile, an excerpt from

Discovery! about the livestock and

vegetable farms established by

Steve Furman near Dhahran during

WWII, when oil production slowed

to a trickle and the expatriate work force dwindled to around 100 men,

was published in the Winter 2008 issue of Range Magazine. Entitled

“Arabia is not Cattle Country,” the story highlighted the three

transpeninsular cattle drives ramrodded by a bedouin named Mutlaq

that helped feed hungry oilmen during the war.

Discovery! compiles the edited serialization of Stegner’s story of the

company that appeared in Aramco World magazine in 1968–70. The seriali-

zation was done by Aramco World Editor Paul Hoye, working closely with

Stegner, and the series was assembled in a paperback entitled Discovery!

BETWEEN THE COVERS
The Search for Oil, published in

Beirut in 1971.

Stegner’s son and his liter-

ary agent criticized Barger for

failing to present the author’s

original text, which was com-

missioned by Aramco in 1955

and completed in 1956, but

kept on a shelf until it

appeared in edited form in

Aramco World. The original

draft is in the Wallace Stegner

Center at the University of Utah

in Salt Lake City.

Barger, the son of former

Aramco President and CEO Tom

Barger, countered that Stegner

“vetted, revised and approved

every word of every chapter 

of the serialization and was paid … for his effort. He was so

satisfied with the result that in 1971 he wrote the introduction

especially for the compilation….”

In his foreword, Lippman, the author of several books about the

region, notes that the published narrative “is largely favorable to the

company, as would be expected in a commissioned work, but it does

not ignore the disputes that inevitably arose between host and guest, 

or the dissatisfaction of the local workers.”

Online bookseller amazon.com quotes The Washington Post as

saying Discovery! offers “a riveting picture of the desert kingdom before

it was transformed by oil wealth.” It quotes The Los Angeles Times as

calling it “a grand adventure story.”

< Tim Barger speaks

about the latest edition 

of Wallace Stegner’s 

Discovery!, published 

by Selwa Press, at the 

Library of Congress.

The Most Beautiful 
Villages and Towns of 
California features 

photography by longtime

Aramco World freelance

contributor Nik Wheeler.
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Chef Pens Retirement Planner

Looking for financial

tips for retirement in a tasty

tome? Retiree Victor Fried-

mann, a photographer, cook-

off champion and retirement

guru, may have what you’re

looking for in The Loafer’s

Guide to Successful Retire-

ment and Slow Cooking. The

124-page paperback, which

he wrote with Michael Petrale

while recovering from a leg

fracture at his home in

Durham, N.C., was published

in 2007.

“Financing retirement

and slow cooking take time

and neither allows much

room for error,” writes Fried-

mann, a geophysicist who

joined Aramco in Croydon, England, in 1974, and worked in Dhahran

from 1975–94. The book covers a variety of retirement scenarios, with

charts and graphs to back them up.

Fresh Look at Noah’s Ark

Clark Magruder, who grew up in Dhahran in the late

1940s and ’50s and who wrote Dhahran Fables, Fiesta Room

Tales with fellow students Steve Furman and Ann Galleazzi

Peart in 2003, is back in print again―this time with a chil-

dren’s book focusing on imaginary creatures that did not

survive the Great Flood.

Legendary Lost Animals, A Noah’s Ark ABC Book is 

published by Black Stones Press in Magruder’s hometown 

of Waxahachie, Texas. The 55-page paperback features an

English text by Magruder and a Spanish translation by 

Dr. Francisco López with striking watercolors of 27 lost 

animals by Magruder.

“Our book attempts to fill in some of the blanks others

have missed,” says the author. “In its pages you will meet

many a strange creature…. We hope you will find in it suffi-

cient humor as you discover how and why these animals

failed to arrive onboard, or fell off after they got there.”

Several of the unfortunate animals have Arabian con-

nections. They include Iyawhips, “a breed of equine somewhat related

to the Arabian donkey,” Potahokawangiie Large-Nosed Bats “that roost

in caves near Oman.” Another creature, the Willinaga Rudipillopangas,

made it to the ark only to become a snack for an Arabian Camel.

Folks who get hungry while reading won’t be disappoint-

ed. The book concludes with a short chapter on slow cooking,

and a longer one with recipes for dishes like barbecued

shrimp, smoked turkey, bricked chicken and smoked scallops.

Friedmann won the $1,000 first prize at North Carolina

Turkey Cook-off in Raeford in 2007 among 130 competitors

with a dish called “One Awesome Burger”—his second tri-

umph in five years. His wife Toni Jo has placed among the

top five twice in the last five years.

“I suppose I inherited my love of good food from my

parents, who were great cooks,” Friedmann told Al-Ayyam

Al-Jamilah, adding that he and his wife participated in

desert cook-offs in Dhahran and that he taught an adult-

education cooking class.

The book, priced at $15.95, is available from the 

publisher at http:// lulu.com/content/1143371 or from

http:// aramcoexpats.com. Friedmann notes that the profits from book

sales will be donated to the American Cancer Society in honor of a family

member and a close friend who died of cancer.

“This is not your regu-

lar ABC book … and I do not

think little ones just learn-

ing their alphabet will be

helped by it at all,” admits

Magruder, who taught art 

at the Kingsville branch of

Texas A&M University for 

30 years and retired in 2000.

“But clever fourth-graders might enjoy it, and adults … should get a kick

out of it as well.

The book, priced at $20, is available from Magruder at 133 Royal

Park Lane, Waxahachie, TX 75165.

< Iyawhips, “a breed 

of equine somewhat 

related to the Arabian 

donkey,” are among the

creatures profiled by Clark

Magruder in Legendary 
Lost Animals, A Noah’s 
Ark ABC Book.

< Victor Friedmann shows his “One Awesome Burger,” the

prizewinner at the 2007 North Carolina Turkey Cook-off, as

his assigned assistant looks on.
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The fort of al-‘Uqayr played host to Turkish forces from 1871 until they were ousted in 1913

by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud. It’s not hard to imagine troops marching in formation in the fort’s

quadrangle, bordered by walls 150 feet on a side.

< The tranquil seas off al-‘Uqayr once saw heavy ship traffic carrying goods bound for al-Hasa 

Oasis, some 40 miles inland. The remnants of walls built of furush, a crusty, shell-like stone 

harvested from the sea itself, testify to the port’s old prowess.

Mark Dolce, a 1973 grad-

uate of the Abqaiq School, admits

to an affair―with al-‘Uqayr, the

old port for al-Hasa Oasis on the

Gulf. The evidence is in his entry

about al-‘Uqayr in Wikipedia

(under “Uqair”) and in a selection

of his sensitive photographs 

of the subject that appeared 

in the Internet photo magazine

jpgmag.com last year.

The port has a number of

claims to fame. It is believed by

some to have been the site of 

the fabulously rich trading city 

of Gerrha around the beginning 

of the first millennia of our era.

It was also the place where

in 1922 ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud,

then Sultan of Najd, signed 

a treaty with the British demar-

cating his territory’s borders with

Iraq and Kuwait in the aftermath

of WWI. An upstart New Zealand

mining engineer named Frank

Holmes arrived uninvited at the

talks, set up his tent between 

the Saudi and British camps and

pitched his plan for the first con-

cession to explore for oil in the

region. In 1923, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
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signed a concession agreement with Holmes’s Eastern &

General Syndicate, Ltd., but it lapsed in 1928 after the com-

pany failed to make annual payments. It wasn’t until 1933

that the concession that led to the discovery of oil in eastern

Saudi Arabia was signed in Jiddah.

Dolce came by his love of al-‘Uqayr―and photography

―almost by accident. The son of Floyd Dolce and the late

Virginia Dolce, he lives in Cody, Wyo., where his parents

retired in 1985. There, he operates a photographic studio

named 5057 Productions and is a member of the Open

Range photographic cooperative. In 2006, he participated 

in a group photo show at the Broadway Gallery in 

New York, N.Y.

After graduating from high school in Switzerland and

spending a semester at the University of Wyoming, Dolce

returned to the kingdom to work for a construction company

in early 1977. Then he landed a job aboard the Aramco off-

shore drilling tender B-136 (called the Queen Mary ) on a 

35-day journey from Ras Tanura to Piraeus, Greece, where

the vessel underwent renovation. That’s when he was bitten

by the camera bug.

“My father came home from work one day at lunch and

told me and my brother Frank—who was working as contrac-

tor at another company—that there was a ‘great opportunity’ to sail on

the barge because they needed deckhands,” Dolce recalls. The pair quit

their jobs and went to sea, splitting 24-hour shifts. “My 19th birthday

was in the Arabian Sea,” he notes.

The brothers earned $35 a day, paid in Athens, and there was a

bonus. “I took along my 35-mm Minolta SRT-101 and shot 20 rolls of

Kodachrome 64 and when I got the results back I was hooked,” Dolce

explains.

His love affair with al-‘Uqayr blossomed after he returned to the

kingdom that fall and went to work for a drilling contractor in Abqaiq.

“I would take short day trips in the desert with the company’s 

four-wheel-drive truck,” he says. “Several trips to al-‘Uqayr evolved 

out of a fascination for the fort, its austere presence and location and

the serene waters of the Gulf.”

He shot color slides on those visits, but didn’t delve into the history

of the place until he’d graduated from the Arizona State University in 

Tempe with a bachelor’s degree in fine-art photography in 1983 and

entered graduate school at the University of Arizona in Tucson, where 

he earned a master’s degree in journalism in 1992. In Tucson, he wrote 

a paper on al-‘Uqayr for a class in Middle Eastern history and illustrated

it with photos from the site.

Dolce’s Wikipedia entry, pub-

lished in 2006, is based on that

research paper. A synopsis accompa-

nied his pictures of al-‘Uqayr that

appeared on jpgmag.com. He’s since

removed his work from that site, but

some of his al-‘Uqayr photos can be

looked up on www.wish-stock.com.

Dolce’s says his photography is

continuing to evolve, with a western

American flavor. He shoots digital

images with a Nikon-100 today, but

still uses his old Minolta for special projects—though only rarely for

commercial assignments.

“My work is in a contemporary vein and influenced by the life I

have spent in the open spaces of the western United States,” Dolce

says. “I have chosen to interject, assemble, rearrange and combine

ideas using images to raise questions through an exchange of personal

experience and introspection regarding societal values.” His recent

work may be seen at www.openrangeimages.com, www.markdolce.com

and http://www.absolutearts.com/portfolios/k/krameclod.

‘S E V E R A L T R I P S TO A L -‘ U QAYR E VO LV E D O U T
O F A FA S CI NAT I O N F OR T H E F O RT,  I T S AU ST E R E
P R E S E NCE A N D L O C AT I O N A N D T H E S E R E N E
WAT E R S O F T H E G U L F. ’
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< Spearheads atop a balustrade inside al-‘Uqayr fort cast shadows from a bygone era. Their purpose was more

decorative than defensive.

The old Customs House at al-‘Uqayr was the main entryway for foreign goods and visitors into eastern Arabia up

to the 1930s. A New Zealander named Frank Holmes climbed these steps in 1922 en route to negotiating the first oil

concession in the region with ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud, then Sultan of Najd, signed in 1923.
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Phyllis Akiyama
October 5, 2007
Survived by her husband, retiree Sammy

Akiyama. Correspondence may be sent to

Sammy at 21011 N. 142nd Ave., Sun City

West, AZ 85375.

Charles Armstrong
December 16, 2007
Survived by his wife Linda. He worked for 

the company from 1979–96. Correspondence

may be sent to Linda at 2614 DeWitt Ave.,

Clovis, CA 93612.

Herbert Blank
October 25, 2007
Survived by his sons Paul and Brian. He

joined Aramco in 1944, retiring as general

manager of Material Supply and Traffic in

1976. Correspondence may be sent to Paul 

at 4420 East Ina Rd., Tucson, AZ 85718.

Frank Bobrowski
September 19, 2007
Survived by his sons Steve and Tom

Bobrowski and daughters Betty McNiel 

and Jane Hall. He worked for Aramco from

1954–84, retiring as a research science con-

sultant. Correspondence may be sent to

Betty at 175 Bella Vista Way, San Francisco,

CA 94127.

Russ Bouton Jr.
December 15, 2007
He joined the company in the United States

in 1947 and retired from ASC in 1982.

Loretta Bowser
November 14, 2007
Survived by her husband, retiree Garlan

Bowser. Correspondence may be sent 

to Garlan at 178 Rosetta Avenue, Eugene, 

OR 97404.

Henry Cook
February 5, 2008
Survived by his wife Bonnie and his children

Peter, Allison and Anne. He joined Aramco 

in 1973, retiring as Offshore Drilling manager

in 1994. Correspondence may be sent to

Bonnie at 309 Rivercrest Dr., Ft. Smith, 

AR 72903.

Ernestine Dortch
January 6, 2008
Predeceased by her husband, retiree 

Robert B. Dortch. Survived by her daughter

Debbie Studer.

Willard Ewing
October 5, 2007
Survived by his wife Gertrude. He worked 

for Aramco from 1947–69. Correspondence

may be sent to Gertrude at 57 Indian Trail,

Brookfield, CT 06804.

Louise Foreaker
October 1, 2007
Survived by her husband, retiree Louis 

Foreaker. Correspondence may be sent 

to Louis at 17456 Commonwealth Ave. N,

Polk City, FL 33868.

Charles Fretz
November 7, 2007
Survived by his children Jennifer Wilson 

and Kevin Fretz. He worked for the company

from 1975–85 and 1991–96, retiring as a

maintenance engineer I. Correspondence

may be sent to Jennifer at 4641 Mongite Rd.,

North Port, FL 34287.

Eugene Gadai
December 17, 2007
Survived by his wife Marion. He worked for

Caltex from 1957–58, transferring to Aramco

in 1958 and to ASC in 1979, where he retired

as supervisor of Staff Accounting in 1994.

Correspondence may be sent to Marion at 

1 Summer Morning Court, The Woodlands, 

TX 77381.

Elizabeth Glover
February 22, 2008
Survived by her husband, retiree Lewis

Glover. Correspondence may be sent to Lewis

at 7201 E. 32nd St. #738, Yuma, AZ 85365.

Joe Guarino
January 22, 2008
Survived by his wife Michele and his daughter

JoAnne. He joined the company in 1979, retir-

ing as Production senior operations advisor in

1991. Correspondence may be sent to Michele

at P.O. Box 6389, Kingwood, TX 77325.

In Memoriam

Suzanna Hale
December 7, 2007
Predeceased by her husband, retiree 

Henry Hale.

Hardy Hammock
August 11, 2007
He joined the company in 1981, retiring 

as an engineering inspector in 1996.

Wilfred Haug
December 2, 2007
Survived by his wife Victoria. He joined 

Aramco in 1948, retiring as aircraft and

engine inspector in 1963. Correspondence

may be sent to Veronica at 76 Otis St.,

Winona, MN 55987.

Robert Hobson
November 26, 2007
Survived by his children Tamara Foley, Robin

Weiss, Kristine Stein and Robert Hobson Jr.

He joined the company in 1978, retiring as 

a loanee to SCECO in 1996.

Louis Hutchinson
October 8, 2007
Survived by his children Louis and Patricia

Hutchinson. He joined Aramco as an engineer

in 1937, retiring in 1966.

Louise Kant
June 14, 2007
She worked for Aramco from 1955–74, 

retiring as a teacher.

Dr. Karl Koenig
October 20, 2007
Survived by his wife Beverly. He worked for

Aramco from 1967–88, retiring as chief of

Specialty Dentistry. Correspondence may 

be sent to Beverly at 1230 Miraleste Ln., 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Thomas Laney
November 15, 2007
Survived by his children John, Thomas and

Karin. He worked in Saudi Arabia and New

York from 1944–76, retiring as Products 

and LP Gas Supply administrator. Corres-

pondence may be sent to Thomas at 1406 

Lost Creek Blvd., Austin, TX 78746.
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Herbert Nelson
August 25, 2007
Survived by his wife Carolyn. He worked for

Aramco from 1973–87, retiring as Power Dis-

tribution Department manager. Correspon-

dence may be sent to Carolyn at 90 Sunrise

Ln., Carbondale, CO 81623.

Linda Nelson
December 14, 2007
Survived by her husband David. Correspon-

dence may be sent to David at 1337 Chuck-

walla Dr., Cottonwood, AZ 86326.

Beverly Pepperdine
October 29, 2007
Predeceased by her husband, retiree George

Pepperdine. Survived by her sons Alan and

N. Scott and her daughters Mary Mathews,

Diana Catlin, Rosanna Hamilton, Karen Karl

and Donna Pepperdine. Correspondence 

may be sent to Donna at P.O. Box 604,

Grapevine, TX 76099.

Walter J. Raleigh
January 31, 2008
Survived by his wife Tine. He joined Aramco

in 1946, retiring as industrial engineer II in

1970. Correspondence may be sent to Tine at

2980 Haines Bayshore Rd. #113, Clearwater,

FL 33760.

Richard Ray
November 19, 2007
He worked for the company from 1978–88

and from 1991–97, retiring as planning and

programs analyst II.

Mary Reardon
December 4, 2007

John “Jack” Reardon
March 19, 2008
Survived by their daughter Maura Quinn. 

He joined the company in 1973 and worked

in Saudi Arabia until 1978. He then trans-

ferred to Aramco Services Company, retiring

as vice president of Industrial Relations 

in 1983. Correspondence may be sent to

Maura at 37 Circle Dr., Rumson, NJ 07760.

Jimmie Roark
August 27, 2007
Survived by her husband, William Roark. 

She worked for Aramco Services Company

from 1979–97, retiring as job skills trainer I.

Mary Santos
October 11, 2007
Survived by her husband, retiree John Santos.

Correspondence may be sent to John at 

6404 21st Ave W., Apt M313, Bradenton, FL

34209-7888.

John C. Schaefer
January 23, 2008
He joined Aramco in 1951, retiring in 1976 

as banking administrator.

Erich Schur
December 15, 2008
Survived by his wife Ingeborg. He joined 

the company in 1978, retiring as a vocational

analyst in 1984. Correspondence may be 

sent to Ingeborg at Apt. 54/458 Sarawan

Gardens; Chaengwattana Rd., Soi 28;

Pakkret Nontheburi 11120; Thailand.

Edgar Snider
May 20, 2007
Survived by his wife Flo. He worked for 

Aramco from 1973–84, retiring as RT line

crew foreman.

James L. Stewart
January 9, 2008
Survived by his wife Lila. He worked for

Aramco from 1976–85, retiring as business

administrator E&C. Correspondence may 

be sent to Lila at 23816 Helsinki St., Mission

Viejo, CA 92691.

Dr. Julius W. Taylor
August 21, 2007
Survived by his wife Lois. He worked for

Aramco from 1953–78, retiring as executive

director of Medical Services. Correspondence

may be sent to Lois at 192 Weston Rd., 

Lincoln, MA 01773.

Elizabeth Van Arsdale
September 12, 1007
Predeceased by her husband, retiree M. C.

Jean B. Foody
April 29, 2007
Predeceased by her husband, retiree 

James V. Foody. Survived by her daughter

Rae Foody Lewis of Tallahassee, FL.

Margaret Knurbein
August 2, 2007
Survived by her husband, retiree Elmer

“Gene” Knurbein. Correspondence may be

sent to Elmer at 5224 Dickens Dr., Las Vegas,

NV 89119-2291.

Antoine K. “Tony” Malaab
January 11, 2008
Survived by his wife Elham and his children

Suzanne, Ghassan and Norma. He joined

Aramco in 1956, retiring as an ITC Depart-

ment administrator in 1987. Correspondence

may be sent to Elham at 6783 Place Metivier,

Montreal, Quebec, Canada H4K-2N4.

Marion Manwaring
October 7, 2007
Predeceased by her husband, retiree 

Clyde Manwaring. Survived by her daughters

Sarah Mitchell and Maria Melikian and 

her son Cole. Correspondence may be 

sent to Sarah at 12774 Chaparro Hills Place,

San Diego, CA 92130.

Patrick Marciano
November 3, 2007
Survived by his wife Marie. He worked for

Aramco from 1955–81, retiring as a cable 

system advisor. Correspondence may be 

sent to Marie at 108 Park Rd. South, Newton-

Le-Willows, Merseyside WA12 8QD, England.

Wilbur McGuire
October 17, 2007
Survived by his wife Elizabeth. He worked 

for Aramco from 1975–85, retiring as a proj-

ect manager. Correspondence may be sent to

Elizabeth at P. O. Box 1549 Kernville, CA 93238.

Leslie McClaskey
September 12, 2007
Survived by his children Paul and Jacqueline

McCloskey. He worked for Aramco from 1947–

69. Correspondence may be sent to Paul at

6145 Preve Ridge Dr., New Albany, OH 43054.
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In Memoriam

W

Van Arsdale. Survived by her sons Robert

and Daniel.

Edward Voss
January 26, 2008
Survived by his wife Dorothy. He joined the

company in 1948 and retired as treasurer 

in 1973. Correspondence may be sent to

Dorothy at 328 N. Shore Dr., Owls Head, 

ME 04854.

Don K. Wallace
January 12, 2008
Survived by his wife Jean Tinelli. He joined

the company at AOC in The Hague in 1956

and went to Dhahran in 1961, retiring as

Industrial Relations general superintendent

in 1969. Correspondence may be sent to 

Jean at 555 Laurel Ave. #613, San Mateo, 

CA 94401.

Helen F. Weber
November 13, 2007
Predeceased by her husband, retiree 

Marshall Weber. Survived by her daughter

Barbara Weber. Correspondence may be 

sent to Barbara at 12718 W. Santa Fe Ln., 

El Mirage, AZ 85335.

Emmanuel Yango
October 4, 2007
Survived by his wife Barbara. He worked 

for the company from 1991–02, retiring as 

an engineer. Correspondence may be sent 

to Barbara 47-751-Hui Ulili Street, Kameohe, 

HI 96744.

Emmanuel Yiannakakis
February 28, 2008
Survived by his wife Billie. He joined Aramco

in 1957, retiring as Terminal Maintenance

manager in 1983. Correspondence may be

sent to Billie at 14087 North Forthcamp Ct.,

Oro Valley, AZ 85737.

Elaine Zimmerman
December 3, 2007
Predeceased by her husband, retiree Sam

Zimmerman.

hen Dr. Karl Koenig, former chief of Specialty Dentistry in Dhahran, died Oct. 20, it got

family and friends to thinking why he was special in their lives. Why, for example, was

he different from all of the others they’d known who camped in the Arabian desert,

learned bedouin ways, rode horses and camels cross-country, scuba dived in the Red Sea, had 

a keen interest in photography and traveled to exotic places throughout the world?

Perhaps it was the sum of Karl’s life, the fact that he accomplished so many things, and left

indelible memories by sharing his experiences and expertise with others.

People who wrote to his widow Beverly called him a “mentor,” someone who changed their

lives, a man who “rocked my world,” as his son-in-law Peter Deragon said in a eulogy. Dr. Bill

Neilson, a former colleague in the Dental Department, said that few people had made such an

impression on him; he remembered Karl as someone who was prepared to dare anything and

try any experience.

Whether riding camelback and camping in the desert with the bedouin, which he did for 

10 days in the ’60s, or driving with Bev across the Rub‘ al-Khali on a two-tire trail to Yemen

and back (likely the first American couple to do so), climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro with his son

Steve, making the pilgrimage to the top of Adam’s Peak in Sri Lanka with Aramco teacher Bill

Dickerson (a group climb made at night to reach the top by sunrise), visiting Timbuktu by car, 

or riding dirt bikes with pals young and old in the Arabian dunes, he always challenged himself.

He was an award-winning international photographer, as well as a lecturer and judge, and

many an Aramcon attended a Koenig slide show or video documentary of exotic locales. He

gave frequent talks to travel groups, and he and Bev led tours to Egypt to share their love of

that country with Aramco friends. In later years, based on his many endeavors, he was invited

to join the prestigious New York Explorer’s Club, and he and Bev surpassed the required 100

countries visited to join the Traveler’s Century Club.

Karl once wrote that his deep desire to see and photograph the world prompted him to

take his family to Saudi Arabia in 1967. If the measure of a man lies in his accomplishments—

in work and at play—then I think Karl more than met his goals.

Dr. Karl Koenig is shown at left on the al-Sarrar Escarpment, famous for its cliff castles, around 1975.

At right, he poses in front of an ornate mud castle at Djenne, Mali, en route to Timbuktu in 1987.
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P lanners are picking up the pace for the second Annuitants

Reunion in Saudi Arabia on March 9–18, 2009. About 90

employees and retirees turned out for the first Reunion Commit-

tee meeting in Dhahran on Nov. 6 and much has happened since then,

according to Chairman Ali M. Baluchi.

In January, Baluchi said that more than 250 people had already

preregistered to attend the reunion, which will include activities in the

Eastern Province and trips across the Kingdom.

“We are so pleased that Saudi Aramco has offered to play a 

key role in supporting this

reunion,” he said. “We 

are also thankful for the

strong support we are

receiving from Saudi

retirees, Saudi business-

men and businesswomen

and Brats who reside in 

the kingdom. It is with 

their combined energy and

enthusiasm that we are 

moving forward in our plans

for the reunion.

“We have more than 100

volunteers who will be work-

ing on 40 committees making

plans to ensure you have a

memorable visit.”

The reunion Web site,

www.saudiaramco.com/

annuitants, is up. It contains 

a registration form and a 

survey about travel plans, 

activities in which participants

would like to partake and places

to visit. Forms may also be

requested from Edna Catchings at Public Affairs, Aramco Services Com-

pany, 9009 West Loop South, Houston, TX 77096; or at 713-432-8640.

There is a $100 administration fee per attendee. Checks should be

made out to “KSA Reunion” and sent with a completed registration form

to: 2009 KSA Reunion, Box 13426, Dhahran, 31311, Saudi Arabia. The

committee is negotiating with hotels and airlines “to secure favorable

discounts for our guests and we continue to explore the possibility of 

a charter based on interest,” Baluchi said.

The deadline for submitting

registrations or receiving full

refunds is Nov. 1.

Saudi Aramco has provided a Reunion House at 1423 Kings Road,

and the Web site will be expanded this spring to include “See Who’s

Coming to the Reunion” and “Find a Friend” sections.

“Your safety and security is of the greatest importance, therefore

we will need to know where you intend to stay

while here,” Baluchi said. He emphasized that prior approval from Com-

munity Services is required for attendees to stay with a friend or family

in a company facility.

He also noted that a few Organizing Committee members planned

to attend the Annuitants Reunion in Las Vegas on Sept. 29–Oct. 1 and

“we are looking forward to seeing you there.”

“Let us hear your thoughts about the reunion,” by e-mail at

2009KSAAR.aramco.com or by letter at the committee’s mailing

address, he said.

A number of volunteers for the 2009 Annuitants Reunion in Saudi Arabia turned out for a photo early this year in front of the Reunion House at 1423 Kings

Road in Dhahran. They are (seated l–r): Cheri Saner, Ali Baluchi (chairman), Laurie Kelsch; (2nd row) Rahmah Nawwab, Huda Nawwab, Nadia Al-Hazza, Kathy

Owen, Irene Papacostas, Fiona O’Callaghan, Nada Al-Omoor; (3rd row) Rick Owen, Nada Al-Jishi, Erika Irvine, Lorilee Cole, Tom Owen, Saeed Al-Ghamd, Jenny

Spalding; (4th Row) David Owen, Fred Wellman, Lee Aberle, Garth Compton, Peter Neumann, Sara Bader, Omar Bader, Beth Padgett; (5th Row) Lubna Younis,

Ahmed Al-Hazza, Bidah Al-Qahtani, Carolyn Collins, Joy Neumann, Mona Hassan and Carl Henson. Photo by James Vandervyver

In-Kingdom Reunion Planning Revs Up
>
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WHO’S WATCHING WHOM? Ruth Wright attracted a crowd of curious youngsters when she visited Tarut Island with 

the Dhahran Camera Club in 1954. She was among a group of early ‘50s former singles who reunited in California in January to 

celebrate old times. (See story page 11.) 
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2008 marks the 75th 
anniversary of Saudi
Aramco…providing 
energy to the world.

Energy for generations


