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Holiday  
Makers Celebrate 

Toronto residents braved snow to attend the 
first Aramco Expats Reunion in November, 

while retirees turned out for festivities in 
Austin and Houston in December. Among 

attendees in Houston were old Dhahran friends 
Chris Richardson and Mary Smart. Dozens of 

“senior” Aramco offspring—the Geezers—set 
a fast pace for getting reacquainted in October 

at their own biennial reunion. 

Al~Ayyam Al~Jamilah

Cover: Drivers from al-‘Ula in northwestern Saudi Arabia welcome Annuitants 
Reunion travelers to a viewing point high above the valley linking that thriving 
town to the Nabataean city of Madain Salih, a trading city that flourished 
some 2,000 years ago. 

TO
P,

 F
A

R
 A

N
D

 M
ID

D
LE

 L
EF

T:
 A

R
TH

U
R

 C
LA

R
K

;  
B

O
TT

O
M

 R
IG

H
T:

 L
Y

N
D

A
 F

IE
LD

TO
P:

 C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 A

LE
X

I P
A

PP
A

S
; B

O
TT

O
M

: A
R

TH
U

R
 C

LA
R

K

16

‘Welcome Back Home’ 

The 3rd Expatriates Reunion in Saudi Arabia drew more than 560 
former employees and their kids to receptions and tours in the 
Eastern Province and beyond in March. But the best part was simply 
celebrating friendships and remembering old times, demonstrated 
(from left) by a group visiting Hofuf, former Abqaiq resident Aneesa 
Riaz Baig on the beach at Ras Tanura and Lynda Seal Field smiling 
for a selfie with a new friend in Riyadh. See more photos at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/ksareunion/ sets/72157649528596973/.
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Moving Pictures  
& Words
What’s your fancy: films, books or 
photographs? Aramcons and individuals 
with close company connections cover 
all those bases with creations recently 
completed or in the works in the 
kingdom and the United States. Movies, 
pictures, novels and cookbooks tell 
memorable stories about people and 
places, both real and imaginary. 
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Great Estates
Annuitants are having fun 
at home in Central Europe 
and America, building 
flocks of sheep and herds 
of camels, harvesting 
timber and grapes, and 
exploring the rich histories 
of their acreages. Take a 
peek at Zámek Březina, 
home to George and 
Barbara Homolka in the 
Czech Republic, and the 
McGinley Family Ranch 
and Vineyards in Texas—
which ASC retiree Martha 
Roberts, left, and just-
retired Edna Catchings 
visited in November.

34

Antiquities  
Go Home 

Pioneer-guide Khamis ibn 
Rimthan would be pleased: His 
musket is back in the kingdom 

thanks to Miles Snyder, who 
donated it to the King Abdulaziz 

Center for World Culture in 
Dhahran. Here, it’s held by 
Tucker Chambers, archives 
coordinator, as Ahmed Al-

Shahri, head of the Operations 
Services Division, looks on. In 

San Francisco, meanwhile, the 
Saudi Commission for Tourism 

and Antiquities honored the 30th donor to return archeological 
artifacts through the company’s ongoing “Antiquities 

Homecoming Project.”
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‘Down Under’ 
September 19, 2014

I have just done a very interesting 
job in a place which I’d never been 
before—down a salt mine. The job 
was a week ago, down the active 
mine at Winsford in Cheshire. We 
went down about half a mile and then 
drove for around 10 minutes to get to 
our destination.  I was shooting for Joy 
Global, a world leader in the building 
of mining machinery.

I have to admit, I couldn’t sleep the 
night before, a mixture of excitement 
and apprehension. Here is a shot of me 
“down under.”

Adrian Waine

16 Humber Road

Great Sutton, Ellesmere Port

Cheshire CH66 2SH

England

adrianwaine@btopenworld.com

www.photographyforindustry.com

NOTE: The writer is a former Photo 
Unit photographer. He was with a 
crew of nine miners, half a mile 
under ground. 

Recognize the 
Photographer? 
October 23, 2014

I purchased a small col-
lection of B&W photos 
taken in Saudi Arabia in 
1954.  They are quite 
striking and appear to be 
the work of a talented 

photographer who may or may not have 
worked for Aramco . Might there be 
anyone who  recognizes the signature/
style of photo?

Eileen Corbeil

eileen.corbeil@gmail.com

Non-Stop Traveler(s) 
November 8, 2014

I received my copy of Al-Ayyam Al-Jami-
lah yesterday and the article about my 
time in Yellowstone.

Since returning from Yellowstone 
[in June], I led a safari to Kenya, then a 
tour to Turkey and then to Nepal and Ti-
bet. All of these were DOGs trips. While 
in Nepal I volunteered at a local orphan-
age for two weeks. John Lambert told 
me about this organization as he takes 
the Aramco school trip there. Even 
though he is retired and living in Thai-
land, he still does the organizing and 
leading of the Aramco school trips.

Lou Spencer

louis.spencer@yahoo.com

‘Sixtos Bloom’ 
Catches Eye
November 10, 2014

Very interesting article on the “Sixto” 
family in British Columbia. Having 
taught with Lee in Abqaiq many years 
ago...I would love to get in touch.

Sheena Stevenson

Heather Park, Isle of Islay

Argyll

U.K. PA42 7AT

Maxine Steineke 
Recalled
November 20, 2014

I was sad to read about the passing 
of Maxine Steineke Goad. I never met 
her in person, but over the years we 
conversed over the phone. When I 
was attacked in the national media for 
publishing, in America for the first time, 
an edition of Discovery! The Search for 
Arabian Oil by Wallace Stegner, Maxine 
was my staunch defender. Though she 
would be too proper to use the term, 
she and her younger sister Marian were 
the original Aramco Brats. 

I have a picture of them with their 
dad and Butch the gazelle. My dad, Tom 
Barger, brought Butch to the girls as a 
gift that day. In his book Out in the Blue 
he wrote this passage about Maxine:

June 26, 1939, Dhahran
Mrs. Steineke and the kids should be 

M A I L  C E N T E R

Maxine Steineke, right, and her sister 
Marian play with Butch, their pet gazelle, 
in Dhahran in the late 1930s as their 
father Max looks on. 

Lou Spencer and Alice Hastings-James 
pose at the African Fund for Endangered 
Wildlife (known as the Giraffe Center) in 
Karen, Kenya, where they met by chance 
July 24. He was leading a Dhahran Outing 
Group safari and she was visiting her 
family and Kenya Scholarship Fund 
students. Hastings-James, executive 
director of Kenya Scholarship Fund 
International (www.helptokenya.org), 
wrote that Spencer “fondly introduced me 
to the Dhahran team and reminisced 
about awesome days in Arabia.” She 
updated him about her charity efforts and 
her daughter Dorothy Malaika (DH03), his 
former student. Hastings-James and her 
husband Richard, who retired in 2005, live 
in Houston. Spencer taught for 27 years in 
the Dhahran Schools and retired to Signal 
Mountain, Tenn., in 2007.
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in Italy or Switzerland by now, where 
they will await Max’s arrival in August. 
In a letter to Max, Florence told about 
the train trip from Basra to Baghdad. 
It is a hot and dusty ride. Little Maxine 
was fussing and fuming, so Florence 
tried to cheer her up by saying, “Max-
ine, you shouldn’t make such a fuss. 
There aren’t many people that get to 
go to Bagdhad.”

Unimpressed, Maxine replied, “Why, 
Mother? Do they all die on the way?”

To those of us who had the privilege 
of knowing her—even for a little bit—
we are so thankful that this wonderful 
woman lived on for another 75 years 
after that fateful train ride. 

Tim Barger

timothybarger@gmail.com

www.SelwaPress.com

Sign Me Up!
December 19, 2014

I am writing to request being put on the 
circulation list for Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah. 
My service in Dhahran ranges from 
1975-2013 and I remember many of 
the faces featured in the magazine, 
even though I am from the U.K.

Susan Greenwood

5 Glendale House, Cardigan Rd.

Richmond

Surrey TW10 6BW

England

Ninety-Nines Reunite
December 28, 2014

…I was in Middle East Oct. 20-Nov. 
5, traveling to Bahrain Oct. 21-
23 for the 25th anniversary of the 
Arabian Section of the Ninety-Nines, 
the international organization of 
women pilots. Ten American women 
living in Dhahran, along with Randa 
Binladen, a Saudi MD, and Egyptian 
Lotfia El Nadi, licensed in 1933, 
started the Arabian Section on Oct. 
12, 1989.

I was the first governor of the 
Arabian Section from 1989 until I 
left Saudi Arabia in 1994. It now 
has 60 members and is the fastest-
growing section in the world.

I went over causeway to Dhah-
ran to see friends and cowork-
ers at the health center…. Every 

day there were wonderful dinners 
at their homes. Traffic drove me 
crazy there and in Lebanon, where I 
spent my birthday with the family of 
Antonio Moukarzel, the late Middle 
East Airlines reservations supervisor 
in al-Khobar. 

I also visited with Dr. Saleem Ki-
blawi, a pulmonary specialist at the 
Dhahran Health Center, and his wife 
Balkis, a social worker.

Patsy Knox

pknox13@hotmail.com

Refreshing Read
January 8, 2015

After living here for close to eight years, 
I finally stumbled across Al-Ayyam Al-
Jamilah. I find the layout, articles and 
photography refreshing. 

To reach more of the camp, I suggest 
distributing additional copies at the 
mail centers around camps. Kudos to 
whoever came up with the concept for 
creating this publication! 

I am separating from the company 
in February and would like to know if I 

can sign up to receive an e-copy of the 
publication in the future. Thanks for 
your time and good work.

Eric Delucien

Dhahran

NOTE: The current and past issues  
of the magazine are at  
www.aramcoservices.com/Publications/
Al-Ayyam-Al-Jamilah.aspx.

Remembering 
Tapline and ACS
January 11, 2015

I am the son of William A. 
Campbell, who worked for 
Tapline in Beirut until his death 
in December 1963. I was born 
in Beirut in 1948. My mother 
Gisela recently celebrated 
her 97th birthday. She lives 
by herself, drives her car and 
gets your magazine.

I came across the 2014 
Spring issue of Al-Ayyam 
Al-Jamilah at my mother’s 
and noted two items to 

which I may be able to contribute. 
The first is aviation photos of Aramco: 
Would that include Tapline aviation?

The second item is one that may be 
of interest for readers. I attended the 
American Community School in Beirut 
during third, fourth and fifth grade 
before going to Switzerland to attend 
boarding school. During those years at 
ACS (1956-1958), I had a friend named 
Henry Bardi, who was also a Cub Scout 
with me and our mothers were den 
mothers for the scouts. We are still 
friends here in Tampa, where he is an 
attorney. It all began at ACS in Beirut 
58 years ago!

Thank you for your wonderful work 
keeping the “glue” that brings us all 
together: your magazine.

Andrew W. Campbell, M.D.

23144 Emerson Way

Land O Lakes, FL 34639

answerwellness@gmmail.com

NOTE: Court Gunderson of the Avia-
tion Dept. says he would like to see any 
photos relating to Aramco or Tapline 
for a book project. He is at courtney.
gunderson@aramco.com.

Patsy Knox stands second from left at 
the event where the Arabian Section 
of the Ninety-Nines donated BD500 to 
a Bahraini charity in October. To her 
right is Noora Hamadah of Bahrain’s 
Civil Aviation Authority. To her left are: 
Yvonne Trueman, past governor of the 
Ninety-Nines Arabian section; charity 
member Fajer Mufeez; charity and 
section member Ameena Jawder; and 
section members Alia Twal and Waed 
al-Dossari. Twal is governor of the 
section and a pilot for Royal Jordanian 
Airlines; al-Dossari is a Gulf Air pilot.
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Ballard Fêted for Doll Donations

Pete Ballard, who taught at the Abqaiq 
Industrial Training Center for eight 

years beginning in 1959 and moonlighted 
as a designer for the Abqaiq Players, was 

back in the news last fall: He was fêted 
in Ohio by the Belmont County Historical 
Society for donating 50 hand-decorated 
fashion dolls to the organization. The 

event took place 
Oct. 25 at the 
society’s Victorian 
Mansion Museum 
in Barnesville, 
where Ballard 
gave a 90-min-
ute presentation 
about the dolls.

Barnesville is 
just across the bor-

der from West Virginia, where Ballard lives.
Ballard taught English in Saudi Arabia, 

Vietnam and China. On his return to the 
United States, he taught at the North 
Carolina School for the Arts at Winston-
Salem, N.C. 

He was appointed curator of the 
Reynolds House Museum of American 
Art—the former home of tobacco-mag-
nate R.J. Reynolds—in Winston-Salem, 
where he eventually became costume 
curator for several collections.

M O S A I C

‘Senior Citizen’ Khan 

Iqbal Khan, who retired in 2006 after 29 
years on the job, ended 2014 on a good 

note by walking through the Wagah Border 
crossing between his home country of 
Pakistan and India, where he was born. “It 
was an amazing experience,” he says of the 
four-week trip beginning Dec. 31 that took 
him to five cities in four states and reunions 
with four old Aramco friends.

He visited Delhi, Meerut (his birthplace), 
Noida, Mumbai and Amritsar.

“The happiest 10 days were in Mumbai 
visiting my relatives and meeting my ex-
Aramco friends Freddy P. Coutinho, Rochwyn 
Fernandes and Felix Saldanha,” Khan says. 
He saw his fourth “old buddy,” Shahid Hus-
sain, in Meerut.

“All my old friends still 
remember the golden days 
of their stay at the Aramco 
facilities. Alhamdulillah, all 
are doing great after retir-
ing and returning to their 
home country.”

Khan joined the Marine 
Dept. in Ras Tanura in 
1977. He transferred to the 
Abu Ali Producing & Main-
tenance Div. and retired as 
supervisor of the Planning 
& Programs Unit, the Ras 
Tanura Producing Dept.

He met Coutinho early 
in 1978 and they worked 
together for 20 years. Fer-
nandes worked at the Ras Tanura Refinery, 
and he and Khan attended fitness classes 
together. Saldanha worked at the Storehouse 
in Dhahran and Khan met him whenever he 
visited company headquarters. 

Hussain worked for the Pipelines Dept. at 
a pump station and also hailed from Meerut. 

Khan’s father worked for India’s Food and 
Agriculture Ministry at the time of the parti-
tion of India in 1947, and he opted to go to 
Pakistan. Khan and his sibling stayed behind 
with their mother until his dad was settled. 
The family reunited in 1948.

Khan has been returning to India since 
childhood, but he notes that many Pakistanis 
with roots there aren’t so lucky because they 
are unable to acquire the paperwork neces-
sary to cross the border.

He stopped at many sites in Mumbai. In 
Amritsar he visited the Golden Temple, a holy 
place for the Sikh community.

One more highlight of the trip? “Visiting 
India was fun this time because, as a senior 
citizen, I do not have to report to the police 
station!” says the 70-year-old. 

Pete Ballard sits with 
two of his fashion 
dolls at the Victorian 
Mansion Museum in 
Barnesville, Ohio. He 
has donated 50 dolls 
to the Belmont County 
Historical Society 
which is associated 
with the museum.

Iqbal Khan (left) looked up Shahid Hussain, his 
“old buddy” from Aramco, in Meerut in north-
central India, the original home of each.

The traveler poses with Freddy Coutinho, with whom he worked 
for 20 years, in front of the famous Taj Hotel in Mumbai.
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Saleha Kamal Weds  
In Karachi

Saleha Kamal, the daughter of retiree 
Kamal Ahmed Farooqi and his wife 

Akber-Un-Nisa, wed Naveed Shaukat in 
Karachi on Feb. 12, 2015. The couple’s 
rukhsati reception took place Feb. 12.

Farooqi is president of Saudi Aramco 
Ex-Employees Association in Karachi. He 
worked at Ju‘aymah Gas Plant and the 
Yanbu‘ Refinery from 1979 to 2000.

Saleha Kamal earned a master’s de-
gree in Islamic history from the Universi-
ty of Karachi, where her husband earned 
a bachelor’s degree in commerce.

Asheville ‘Just the Beginning’ for Dutch Duo

When most attendees at the 29th 
biannual Annuitants Reunion in 

Asheville, N.C., were packing up to 
go home last September, two partici-

pants—Janny Slotboom and 
her daughter Monique—were 
just starting their journey. Of 
course, they’d already come 
a long way, from Holland, 
by way of Tapline, where 
Monique and her sister 
Arleen were born. 

Before setting out for the 
reunion, they visited Belgium 
and Luxembourg.

“We had a wonderful 
time at the reunion and 
ended up seeing quite a few 
very dear friends,” Janny 
said. “Afterwards, Monique 
and I packed up the car and 

headed up north to see what the north-
ern states had to offer. We drove the 
whole length of Blue Ridge Mountains 
into the Shenandoah Park and I must 
say the most exciting trip ever.

“We had rain to sunshine, thick fog 
to mist—but we got to see deer, a black 
bear and lots of wild turkeys. From 
Virginia we drove up into Pennsylvania 
to New York and then into Vermont and 
New Hampshire before entering Maine, 
which we both find is a beautiful state. 
Besides lobster, they have a wonderful 
coastline and the atmosphere, and the 
welcome one gets at the hotels/inns is 
something they should be proud of.”

 From Maine, they traveled to Mas-
sachusetts, where they met Mi Robertson, 
Monique’s Tapline schoolteacher from 1976 
to 1978. She showed them around Salem, 
Boston and her home of Gloucester.

“It was like reliving the past...mem-
ories play an important part in all our 
live” said Janny, who joined her late 
husband Hans on Tapline in 1965, where 
he’d already worked for two years. The 
family moved to Ras Tanura with Aramco 
in 1980 and stayed for another decade 
until Hans retired.

Farhan Hussain Siraj Marries

Farhan Hussain Siraj, the son of 
former-employee Mohammad 

Sirajuddin and his wife Bashira Siraj, 
married Shumaila Mustafa in Ka-
rachi on Dec. 28, 2014. Sirajuddin 
worked in the Contracting Dept. in 
Dhahran from 1975 to 1992.

The groom was born in al-Khobar, 
where he received his early educa-
tion. He holds an MBA degree and is 
an account manager in Pakistan for 
Austin, Texas-based 360training.com. 

His wife holds degrees in dental 
surgery and dental hygiene and works 
in Karachi, where the couple lives.

The valima reception for the couple 
was held in Karachi on Dec. 30. 

The families of former Aramcons 
Mohammad Abdul Mateen, Ghulam 
Qutubuddin Khan, Mahmood Hus-
sain and Nisar Ahmed attended.

Seated with the bridegroom, Naveed 
Shaukat, center, are (from left): Iqbal Khan, 
Anwar Mirza, Kamal Ahmed Farooqi 
and Fazlur Rehman Khan. Standing are: 
Mohammed Abdul Matin, Mohammed Salim 
Hamid, Shafiq Ahmed Khan and Ghulam 
Qutubuddin Khan.

Farhan Hussain Siraj poses with his bride Shumaila Mustafa in Karachi. His father worked for 
the Contracting Dept. in Dhahran.

Monique Slotboom (right) and Mi 
Robertson, her Tapline teacher 
from 1976 to 1978, reunited in 
New England after the Annuitants 
Reunion in Asheville, N.C., last 
fall. She showed Monique and her 
mother Janny sights around Sa-
lem, Boston and Gloucester, Mass., 
where she lives.
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Dr. Kiran Khan Earns 

MPH Degree

Dr. Kiran Khan, daughter of retiree 
Iqbal Ahmed Khan and Zohra Iqbal, 

received a master’s degree in public 
health last December from Baqai Medi-
cal University in Karachi. 

She was born and raised in Karachi, 
where she earned a bachelor of medi-
cine and bachelor of surgery degree, 
equivalent to an M.D. degree.

She is an assistant professor at the 
Department of Community Health Sci-
ences in Hamdard College of Medicine 
and Dentistry in Karachi and heads three 
Basic Health Units organized by the 
college in low-income areas in suburban 
Karachi. She and her husband, Dr. Ata 
Ur Rehman, have three children.

SAEEA Meets in Karachi
The Saudi Aramco Ex-Employees Assn. held 
its 12th gathering in Karachi on March 1, with 
145 attendees. The group welcomed four new 
members. Pictured from left are: Hilal Irfan, 
Abdul Quddos, M. Moinuddin Khan, S. Shahid 
Ali, Shahid Qadri, Atiq Ur Rehman Khan, Iqbal 
Ahmed Khan, Qamar A. Khan, Jamiluddin 
Shaikh, Manzoor Shaikh, Javed Ghazanfar  
and Bilal Irfan.

SAFEA Gathers in Lahore

Members of the Saudi Aramco Former Employees Assn. gathered for a luncheon in Lahore 
on Feb. 22. Seated from left are: Muhammad Jamil, Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Haroon Rashid Butt, 
Sh. Muhammad Afzaal, Intizar Hussain Shah, photographer Shaikh Amin, Akhlaque H. Khan, 
President Abbas Hussain Malik, Muhammad Saeed Malik, Secretary Muhammad Ashfaq and 
Muhammad Afzal Mir. Standing: Mahmood Ahmed, Khalid Farooq, Haji Muhammad Khalil, 
Haji Faisal Hanif, Khawar-Ul-Islam, Junaid Usman, Syed Naushad Yousif Shah, Ahmed Ali Syed, 
Muhammad Abbas, Muhammad Rizwan, Amjad Hussain Langah, Muhammad Akhtar, Rifaqat Ali 
Mir, Ch. Imtiaz Ahmed, M. Akram Hayat and Malik M. Maqbool.
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Dr. Kiran Khan leads three Basic Health  
Units in low-income areas of Karachi.

M O S A I C

Amin Collects Prize No. 58
Former Chief 
Photographer Shaikh 
Amin has won his 
58th photo honor, 
capturing a gold 
medal for “Tourists 
at the Golden 
Temple,” shot in 
Bagan, Myanmar, in 
2011. He won the 
“Best of Monument” 
prize in the Travel 
Section at the JCM 
exhibition in New 
Delhi in May 2014. 
Amin retired in 
1964 and lives in 
Islamabad, Pakistan.
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GUESTS BRAVE  
SNOW FOR 1ST 
TORONTO REUNION

Fifty-one former Aramco employees and 
family members braved the season’s first 
snow to attend the first Aramco Expats 
Reunion in Toronto on Nov. 16. 

Guests born in India, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, China, Iran and Canada 
gathered at the Jerusalem Restaurant in 
the suburb of North York for the first 
of what organizers Yasmin Khory and 
Jasmine Carvalho hope will be many 
more reunions.

The get-together was the brainchild 
of retirees Jasmine and Wilfred Carvalho, 
Farouk and Yasmin Khory, Bing and 
Mario Chan, and Ghonnie and Donald 
Thew, who meet monthly in the summer. 

Each couple invited all the Aramco 
families they knew in the area, and asked 

them to forward the invitation to their 
friends and their children.

The venue offered familiar cuisine, 
such as stuffed grape leaves, tabouleh, 
hummus, kebabs and saffron rice. In 
addition, it featured Middle Eastern 
paintings and artifacts.

The group recognized Shaikh Ahmad 
as the attendee with the earliest company 
service date. He joined Aramco from 

Pakistan in 1954 and retired from the 
Lab Research and Development Center in 
Dhahran in 1995. 

Many attendees expressed an interest 
in meeting more than once a year in a 
banquet hall or at picnics.

The holiday reunion was “a small 
beginning,” said the organizers, “but judging 
from the interest, Toronto will be buzzing 
with Aramco Expat activities in the future.”

 ..... Celebrat
e .....

The first Expat Reunion in Toronto was the 
brainchild of (from left) Yasmin and Farouk 
Khory, Ghonee and Don Thew, Rabia “Bing” and 
Mario Chan, and Jasmine and Wilfred Carvalho.

74288araD5R1.indd   1 4/8/15   10:04 PM
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AUSTIN PARTY 
JOGS MEMORIES

The Aramco Annuitants Christmas Party in 
Austin, Texas, hosted Dec. 9 by David and 
Vicki Jessich, was a milestone for attendees 
Marge Johansson and Lucy Templer, who 
celebrated the golden anniversaries of their 
arrivals in Dhahran.

They were among around 70 retirees 
and family members who turned out 
for the annual fête at Green Pastures, a 
Victorian house-turned-supper club. Guests 
included Marte Powers, who was already 
established in Dhahran with her husband 
Brock when Johansson and Templer ar- 
rived. All three were with the company for 
decades, departing when their husbands 
retired in the late 1970s.

“It was 50 years ago Dec. 7 that we left 
New York for Dhahran,” said Johannson, 
who attended with daughters Gen, Karin 
and Julie, and Julie’s husband Tom 
Doody. Brock Powers had hired her late 
husband Folke, a geologist, to work in the 
Exploration Dept. Somehow, the entire 
family, including three girls and a boy, ages 

six, four, 20 months and three months, got 
into one car with 13 pieces of luggage to 
go to Dhahran, with geologist Syd Bowers 
driving, she said.

Lucy Pfotenhauer arrived in Dhahran 
in January 1955 to work in the secretarial 
pool. She soon met the late Jim Templer, 
and they married that year in The Hague. 
The family lived in just about every company 
community and company office site abroad, 
including The Hague where Jim was Aramco 
Overseas Company president.

Templer called Powers her “Commissary 
buddy” and the two debated who had 
sent whom her local “egg man” and 
“shrimp man.” Powers attended with her 
granddaughter Samantha and Templer 
came with her daughter Sara.

In his welcoming address, David Jessich 
noted that a large number of Aramco Brats 
had turned out. “It’s nice to see you with your 
parents,” said Jessich, who is a Brat himself 
and whose son is carrying on the family 
tradition in the kingdom. “Listen to their 
stories. They are memories to treasure.”

Lisa (Rich) Hunter, who attended with 
her mother Marion Deford and her brother 
Stephen, agreed. Deford spent a number of 
years in Saudi Arabia with her first husband 
Bill Rich and their family. He retired in the 

1980s. But her roots in the region go much 
deeper: She arrived in Palestine at age five 
in 1933 when her father, John Wier, was 
building a pipeline from Kirkuk to Haifa for 
Socony-Vacuum, the company that became 
Mobil—which became a part-owner of 
Aramco in 1948.

She lived in Palestine for three years. After 
she married, she lived in Venezuela, Columbia 
and Kuwait before moving to Saudi Arabia 
with her family. There, her daughter Lisa 
was a classmate of Dirk Powers—the son of 
Marte and Brock Powers.

OLD TIMES 
TOASTED IN 
HOUSTON

Around 40 guests celebrated at the 
Aramco/ASC Luncheon Group’s Christmas 
Party at the Brae Burn Country Club in 
Houston on Dec. 9. Hosts Bill and Mary 
Smart welcomed the attendees, who turned 
out in seasonal attire.

Bill Smart remembered three members 
of the group who died during the year: 
Hayward Parks, husband of ASC’s Edith 

Left: Marge Johansson, foreground, celebrated in 
Austin with her daughters, from left, Julie, Gen and 
Karin. Julie’s husband Tom Doody is center. Above: 
Lucy Templer is flanked by Marilyn and Greg Ashcroft, 
who had just departed from Saudi Aramco. Both 
Marge and Lucy were marking the anniversaries of 
their arrivals in Dhahran 50 years ago.
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Parks; Art Moehlenbruck of Aramco; and 
Nancy Fahmy, wife of ASC’s Nabil Fahmy.

Glenn and Hiltraut Bentham, who lived 
in Abqaiq from 1979 to 1992, shared a 
table and many memories with old friends 
George and Penny Spaid, and Bill and 
Kathy Klingman. 

The Benthams had recently moved to the 
Houston area from Utah to be close to their 
grandchildren. Hiltraut said the diversity 
among the city’s residents made the region 
“fascinating,” something like what she 
and her family found in Saudi Arabia.

“I have never encountered so many 
people from so many walks of life as when I 
was living in Saudi Arabia. I’m very grateful 
for the time we were over there,” she said, 
noting that her two sons had been invited 
into the tents of migrating Bedouin. She 
enjoyed the region so much that she returned 
to work at a technical university in al-Ain in 
Abu Dhabi from 1995 to 1997 after earning 
a library-science degree, and then worked at 
The American University in Cairo.

 Patsy Knox, who was a registered 
dietician in Dhahran from 1981 to 1994, 
traveled farthest—from her home on 
Florida’s Panhandle—to attend the event. 
She was in Houston for the Census Bureau’s 
Refresher Training & Conference when she 
learned about it. She met Bonnie App for 
the first time in 34 years at the luncheon. 

Knox brought her grade-school 
classmate Nan Grantham, who lives near 
Houston and whom she hadn’t seen in 

“at least 40 years,” she said. They were 
classmates in Lawrenceburg, Tenn., from 
1941 to 1945.

GEEZERS’ GALA  
IS GRAND

By Reunion Host Tom James (DH57)

Geezers journeyed from 14 states to 
Newport Beach, Calif., last fall for their 
biannual reunion, an event that offered 
“something for everyone,” said attendee 
Wendy (Boucher) Peterson (RT58).

 Sixty-five “senior” Aramco offspring 
registered on Day 1 of the Oct. 24-25 get-

together at the 
Marriott Resort 
and Spa. The best-
represented class 
was from 1959, 
with eight members: 
Pam (Ehrgott) 
McLemore, Mike 
Manderscheid, Ann 
(Bryan) Patrick, 
Richard Bryan, 
Karen (Belcher) 
Archer and Pam 
(Scott) Hilinski 
(DH), Eileen 
(Wilson) Hayes 
(RT), and Sue 
(Waters) Herbers 
(AB). The classes 
of 1954, 1958 and 
1960 tied for second 
place with six each.

After a festive pre-party the opening 
evening, small groups dined at the fine 
restaurants in the famous Fashion Island 
shopping center next to the hotel or 
enjoyed the hotel restaurant.

On Day 2, golfers were off to the 
nearby Mile Square Golf Course, while 
other attendees visited Fashion Island and 
shopped till they dropped. The golfers 
reported ideal conditions. Tournament 
winners were Pete Fluery (DH58) and 
David Hayes, the guest of Eileen Wilson 
Hayes (RT59). 

Yet another contingent took advantage 
of the sunny skies and mid-70s temperatures 
to head to the beach villages where they 
stuck their toes in the chilly Pacific.  

That evening, the most-junior attendee, 
Megan McIntosh (DH70), was introduced 
to the most-senior, Marilyn (Bunyan) 
Wilkens (DH50). 

Overheard for the 10th time was 
the perennial argument among Terry 
Landis (DH54), Lloyd Hardy (DH56) and 
Tom James (DH57): Who was the best 
shortstop ever to play in Dhahran? Bill Crays 
(AB53) immediately lodged a complaint, 
widening the discussion to include all three 
districts and naming several Abqaiq bush 
leaguers…. I mean ballplayers.

The banquet that night proved excel- 
lent—the ambiance was great and the 
food was prepared to perfection—as was 
the conversation about the old days in 
Saudi Arabia.  

As the Geezers bid each other farewell 
that night and after breakfast the next 
morning, all looked forward to attending 
Reunion 2016. “God willing,” said Linda 
(Killian) Walsh (DH54).

Enjoying each other’s company by the fire-
place at the Brae Burn Country Club in Hous-
ton (from left) were: Mike and Linda Sawran; 
Glenn and Hiltraut Benham; Kathy Klingman; 
and Carol and Leonard Gonzalez.

Marilyn (Bunyan) Wilkens (DH50), left, and Megan McIntosh (DH70) were the most-senior and 
most-junior celebrants at the biennial Geezer gathering, held in Newport Beach, Calif.
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I HAVE A THEORY THAT 
MOVIES OPERATE ON THE 
LEVEL OF DREAMS, WHERE 
YOU DREAM YOURSELF. 
—MERYL STREEP

Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine and 
Tracktown, films involving individuals 
with Aramco connections, may prove just 
how true that notion is.

Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine is 
a prizewinning documentary about the 
son of former Aramcons Dennis and 
Judy Shepard. Produced by Michele 
Josue, Matthew Shepard’s high-school 
classmate, the film has helped keep alive 
a down-to-earth vision of the 21-year-old 
who was brutally murdered in Wyoming 
in 1998 because he was gay. It debuted in 
New York, Houston and Portland, Ore., 
in February, following screenings abroad.

The film won first prize at the Cleve-
land International Film Festival (CIFF) 
in 2014—the latest honor in its string of 
festival kudos. CIFF called it “a must-see 
film for anyone who wants to view an 
intimate portrait of a young man whose 
murder altered the conscience of America 
and the world.”

Judy Shepard said the film presents 
an honest picture of her son: “People 
who didn’t know him were making him 

into this angel, this perfect human being 
who was lost to tragedy, and that wasn’t 
Matt. [The film] has helped people realize 
that he was a three-dimensional person, 
not just a newspaper story.”

Shepard was in high school when his 
parents joined Saudi Aramco, where his 
dad was a construction-safety manager, 
so he never lived in the kingdom. He was 
a freshman at the University of Wyoming 
in Laramie when he was killed. His 
parents got the news in Dhahran.

Judy Shepard stayed in the United 
States after returning, and the Shepards 
established The Matthew Shepard Foun-
dation “to honor Matthew in a manner 
that was appropriate to his dreams, beliefs 
and aspirations…through 
its varied educational, 

outreach and advocacy 
programs, and by continuing to 
tell Matthew’s story.” Dennis 
Shepard retired in 2009. 

That same year, Judy’s book 
The Meaning of Matthew: My Son’s 
Murder in Laramie appeared and Presi-
dent Barack Obama signed into law a 
hate-crimes prevention act named after 
Matthew Shepard and another murdered 
young man. The Shepards attended the 
White House signing ceremony.

Dennis Shepard hopes the film will 
help young people who find themselves 
outside the mainstream because of their 
sexual orientation. “We want to use 
the film to help kids and families, and 

Matt Shepard is a Friend of Mine won first 
prize at the 38th Cleveland International 
Film Festival in 2014. Judy Shepard, center, 
attended with Director Michele Josue, right, 
and Executive Producer Arleen McGlade, left.

Films Evoke Spirits of ‘Kids’
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encourage kids not to give up,” he said. 
“It’s a tragedy that kids are giving up.”

The Shepards have taken that 
message around the United States, and to 
18 other countries at the request of the 
State Department. 

“The reactions to the film have been 
really rewarding to us,” Judy Shepard 
said. “Viewers hear more about who he 
was and how he changed over the years, 
getting a glimpse of how he lived instead 
of only how he died. It helps them see 
the true depth of the tragedy and the 
terrible cost of hatred.”

Tracktown, co-written by Alexi Pappas 
and Jeremy Teicher, looks at life through 
the eyes of a young runner. Pappas, 25, the 
granddaughter of retiree George Pappas 
and his wife Mary, and daughter of John 
Pappas (DH70) and his late wife Robbie, 
also stars in the film. 

Pappas was a standout on the track 
team at Dartmouth, where she gradu-
ated with an honors degree in creative 
writing in 2012; and she excelled at the 
University of Oregon in Eugene as a 
fifth-year senior, helping the Ducks win 
NCAA cross-country and indoor team 
titles in 2012-2013, while earning an 
master’s degree that combined creative 
writing, film and business. Today, she 
runs on the Nike-sponsored Oregon 
Track Club Elite team.

Pappas also met President Obama, 
visiting the White House with her family. 
In a story on the Tracktown USA website 
this January, she wrote that she disagreed 
with the President when he told her: “You 
have a gift. You were born with a body 
that was meant to run long distances, 
more than the average human.”

She thanked Obama and said, “… 
my performance in the sport is actually 
a result of hard work, motivation and 
support from my community.”

Pappas says she inherited the spirit 
of “setting goals and staying focused” 
from her granddad and her dad, who 
are both engineers. George Pappas 
joined Aramco in 1952 and spent the 
last decade of his 34-year career as a 
loanee to the Saudi Consolidated Elec-
tric Company. John Pappas works for a 
gas-and-electric company in California.

The career she’s following is less tradi-
tional. “I’m my own company,” she says.

John Pappas says that he and his 
wife “were both runners, but nowhere 
near the level or commitment Alexi 
exhibits.” He was on the track team at 
the Dhahran and Ras Tanura schools, 
and ran cross country in 10th grade at 
the Lawrenceville School in New Jersey.

He coached teams for his children in 
the 1990s and then completed the Napa 
Valley Marathon in March 1999—the 
same year Alexi ran her first race, a 
five-kilometer run that partnered with 
the marathon.

Pappas upped the ante in 2012 when 
she tried out for the U.S. Olympic team 
in the 3,000-meter steeplechase, and 
she now aims to making the team in the 
10,000 meters in 2016. The trials are 
held in Eugene, where Pappas says she 
has “great running trails just at my door-
step.” She runs 90-100 miles a week on a 
seven-day-a-week training schedule.

She applies the same pace to her film 
work. Tracktown is “in the can” from 
a month of shooting last summer, she 
says. Now she and Teicher, her partner 

and boyfriend, are immersed in post-
production work.

The two had already collaborated 
on Tall as the Baobab Tree (2012), a 
movie about child marriage in Sene-
gal. “Both films go into very specific 
worlds,” says Pappas. “They are about 
girls growing up.”

For the first film, Teicher drew on 
his firsthand relationship with the girls’ 
community in Senegal. For the second, 
Pappas knew the runners’ world from the 
inside, and several of her running peers 
have roles in the film.

But Tracktown “is not about run-
ning” and isn’t autobiographical, she 
says. Rather, it’s the backdrop for a story 
about a “famous but sheltered and lonely 
young runner” who is distracted by a 
young man during the Olympic trials. 

The Aramco “granddaughter” got her 
first real taste of acting when she took 
time off as a sophomore at Dartmouth to 
study improv comedy in Los Angeles. But 
this is her first feature-film role. Lend-
ing weight to the cast are Rachel Dratch 
of Saturday Night Live, who plays her 
mother, and Andy Buckley of The Office.

Pappas’s twin goals now are to finish 
Tracktown and bring it to the screen and 
to represent the United States in the next 
Olympics, though not necessarily in that 
order. Longer range, she sees acting, film-
making and writing as a career.

Where might she like to focus a new 
movie? “If the opportunity arose to make 
a film and tell a compelling story where 
my grandfather spent a good part of his 
career and my dad grew up, that would be 
so cool and a real privilege,” she says. 
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Below: Alexi Pappas stands between 
her grandparents, retirees George 
and Mary Pappas, and her dad John 
at her grandparents’ former home in 
Dunwoody, Ga., in 2013. Her brother 
Louis is left. Left: A collegiate cross-
country standout, Pappas aims to 
qualify for the U.S. Olympic team in 
the 10,000 meters in 2016. 
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Bob Lebling and Keija Parsinnen, writers 
with close company ties, recently added 
page-turning novels to their growing col-
lections of work.

Lebling drew on his 22-year company 
career to write The Anomaly, A Novel 
of the Empty Quarter (CreateSpace 
Independent Publishing, 2014), about a 
fabulous city buried in the Rub‘ al-Khali. 
It follows two nonfiction titles: Legends 
of The Fire Spirits: Jinn and Genies from 
Arabia to Zanzibar (I.B. Tauris and 
Counterpoint Press, 2010); and Natural 
Remedies of Arabia (Stacey International, 
2006), coauthored with former Aramcon 
Donna Pepperdine.

Lebling moved to Dhahran from 
Aramco Services Company in 1994 to 
work in the Public Relations Dept. He 
retired in 2012 and the next year joined 
the Public Affairs Dept. at Sadara Chemi-
cal Company, a Saudi Aramco-Dow joint 
venture, in Dhahran.

The new book “combines science 
fiction, the paranormal, ancient myths 
and Arabian oil in a dangerous quest…,” 
Lebling says. The main character is a 
Middle East anthropologist from Prince-
ton, the author’s alma mater; she leads a 
team probing an odd underground struc-
ture pinpointed by Aramco geoscientists.

The professor, the daughter of an 
Aramcon, undergoes a life-changing 

experience—with extraterrestrials—as 
the short-chaptered story unfolds.

The novel “started as several writ-
ing fragments that unexpectedly wound 
themselves together and somehow 
became one tale,” Lebling notes. “The 
story itself stems from a longstanding 
personal interest in the underground and 
my own thoughts about the nature of the 
jinn phenomenon.”

The book begins with two geologists—
an American and an Arab—disappearing 
into a whirlpool of sand in the Rub‘ 
al-Khali and has a Hollywood-style 
good-guy bad-guy denouement.

Aramco readers will get many 
glimpses of home—from residential 
Dhahran to the Core Area, and from 
King Fahd University of Petroleum and 
Minerals to the nearby U.S. Consul-
ate—and find characters straight off the 
company casting lot.

Lebling laces his narrative with neat 
doses of local and regional history and 
literature, recent and ancient, to lay the 
foundations for his tale. He plugs in geo-
politics, too. The Anomaly is fantastical 
book will keep you reading to the end.

Parsinnen’s new book, The Unrav-
eling of Mercy Louis (HarperCollins, 
2015), takes place in Texas, where she 
moved at age 12 when her family left 
Dhahran. It follows The Ruins of Us 

(Harper Perennial, 2012), which 
focused on the fracturing of a Saudi-
American family in the modern-day 

Eastern Province and won the National 
Geographic Traveler “Book of the 
Month” award in January 2012.

The daughter of Cathie and Jon 
Parsinnen, she was born in al-Khobar in 
1980. Her dad moved from a teaching 
post at the University of Petroleum and 
Minerals in Dhahran to management 
training at Aramco in Ras Tanura in 
1981. Her mother originally arrived in 
Dhahran with her parents, Floyd and Wil-
lette Teel, in 1951; they retired in 1969.

The story takes place in a fictional 
refinery town on the Texas Gulf coast. “I 
wanted to set the book in Texas, where 
I spent my middle- and high-school 
years… [and] I grew up near the…refin-
ery in Ras Tanura,” she says.

The mother of the book’s protagonist, 
Mercy, is absent and her grandmother, a 
far-seeing fundamentalist raises her. As a 
high-school basketball standout, she has 
all the privileges and problems associated 
with fame, plus those that come naturally 
with being a teenager.

“The novel was born out of my em-
pathy for today’s teen girls” and “the 
conflicting messages they receive on how 
to behave,” Parsinnen explains. She 
deftly captures the travails of a commu-
nity whose girls are afflicted by hysteria, 
starting with Mercy herself.

Authors Offer New Novels

Bob LeblingKeija Parsinnen
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Photographer Mark Dolce (AB73), 
whose published work includes images 
from Saudi Arabia, is readying a new 
book called The Color of People. It’s the 
10th book by his Denver-based 5057 
Productions, which also offers limited-
edition prints.

His image “I Am The Change” (bot-
tom left) was selected in February to 
appear in the Terry Bell Photography 
studio/gallery (www.tbellphotographic.
com/#!mop-event/c15ms) for the Denver 
Month of Photography exhibit. 

Dolce is the son of the late Floyd and 
Virginia Dolce. He earned a master’s 
degree in journalism at the University 
of Arizona in Tucson in 1992. There he 
wrote a paper on al-’Uqayr—the old port 
for Hofuf—illustrated with striking pho-
tos that Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah featured in 
the Spring 2008 issue. 

Albums of his sometimes-surrealistic, 
often-austere photos, including pic-
tures from The Color of People, can be 
seen at https://www.flickr.com/photos/
krameclod/sets/.

None of the photos in his books has 
a caption, title or date, “to allow them to 
be free so they can be returned to where 
they came from,” he says. His books 
include samples of his writing.

Photos With Freedom in Mind
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Counterclockwise 
from below left: 
Mark Dolce’s I 
Am The Change 
appeared in the 
Denver Month 
of Photography 
exhibit; Yemeni 
Man@Salt Mines 
shot near Abqaiq 
in the 1970s; The 
Painter/Dubai shot 
in the 1980s.
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A Dhahran resi-
dent has crafted 
a cookbook with 
tidbits of Aramco 
food history as 
tasty the recipes it 
contains. Cooking 
Up a Sandstorm 
by Alison Hooker 
was published by 
Aramco Overseas 
Company as a gift 
for ladies attending 
the 2014 UKaram-
cons Reunion in 
Edinburgh. 

“In the course 
of other research, I had 

made a personal col-
lection of recipes 

and food-related 
stories from 
back copies 
of The Ara-
bian Sun and 
other Saudi 

Aramco publica-
tions,” Hooker says, and when 

AOC went gift hunting, her cookbook 
was born.

Cooking Up a Sandstorm aims “to 
illustrate how the sharing of food has 
permeated so many community tradi-
tions and activities over the decades, 
from the county fairs to the Scout camps, 
welcome teas, bake sales and chili 
cook-offs,” she explains. “Most current 
histories of Saudi Aramco overlook the 
contribution of the dependent wives to 
the development of community life, so I 
have also endeavored to give them some 
long-overdue recognition through focus-
ing on the daily struggles of making do 
with what’s on the Commissary shelves, 

their generosity in making cookbooks 
for newcomers to help them adjust, or 
discovering the exciting shopping devel-
opments in al-Khobar.”

Contents include extracts from “Dear 
Folks: The Webster Letters from Arabia, 
1944-1959,” in which Mildred and Ken 
Webster “shared such wonderful insights 
into early daily Aramco life,” Hooker 
says. “I‘m sure Mildred would be pleased 
to know her Lemon Cream Puff recipe 
was still a definite winner when I tried it 
on my Book Club ladies!”

Lemon Cream Puff 
(shared by Judy Webster Bauer,  
Mildred Webster’s daughter)

4 eggs, separated

1 1/4 tsp. cream of tartar

1 1/2 cups sugar

Dash salt

3 tbsp. lemon juice

2 tsp. lemon rind

1 cup whipping cream

Beat egg whites with cream of tartar 
until stiff.

Add gradually 1 cup sugar, beating 
until very stiff and shiny.

Put in deep pie tin and bake 1 hour 
in slow oven at 275⁰ for first 20 
minutes, and then up to 300⁰.

Cool.
Mix beaten egg yolks with remaining 

1/2 cup sugar, dash salt, lemon 
juice and rind.

Cook in double boiler until thick.
Cool.
Beat 1 cup cream until stiff, then 

spread half on the baked egg 
whites. Spread custard on top, 
then decorate with rest of whipped 
cream on top.

Refrigerate for 24 hours before 
serving.

Other local recipes come from 
Munira Al-Ashgar, whose husband Sa‘ud 
retired as president of International 
Operations in 1999. Hooker devotes 
a chapter of the book to Al-Ashgar’s 
dishes, “which have graced the table at 
Dhahran Women’s Group events in Baker 
House or events in her own home.”

Bab Ghanouge
4 egg plants, medium size

1 /2 cup tahini

Oil, lemon, salt and garlic to taste

Parsley and/or paprika (optional)

Wrap each eggplant in aluminum foil.
Bake in a preheated oven at 400⁰ for 

one hour or until eggplants are soft.
Let them cool, then peel off the skin.
Mash well to make a consistent paste
Add all other ingredients and mix well.
To serve: Put in small mixing bowls.
Smooth top and depress center slightly.
Add 1 tbsp. of olive oil into each bowl.
Garnish with parsley and/or paprika.

“Life is so much easier for culi-
nary-inclined expatriate Aramcons 
nowadays, with many choices of where 
to shop and what to buy, and even the 
ability to use their 220v appliances in 
their homes!” Hooker writes. “Even 
so, today’s dependent wife still shares 
the frustrations or regular breaks in 
the supply chain, and the resultant ten-
dency to hoard.

“There is now a plethora of Ameri-
can packet mixes available and aisles 
of frozen choices for convenience; 
there are food concessions conveniently 
located in the [company communities] 
and a selection of fast-food-delivery 
outlets come to the gates. However, 
ready-to-serve meals still have not made 
any significant impact on supermarket 

Cookbook Samples Culinary History

Frank Jarvis plans dinner in his 
apartment in Abqaiq in 1954.

A happy shooting crew returns from a trip in the 
winter of 1941. Max Steineke is second from right.

The Dhahran Dining Hall looked like this  
in 1967; it was renovated in 1978.

Alison Hooker
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shelves in Saudi Arabia and the Aramco 
woman finds she still needs to cook.”

The book’s 24 chapters cover 
everything from “The Commissary” in 
Dhahran, which opened as the Family 
Issue store in June 1946, to “Feeding 
Aramco.” That section focuses on the 
supply problems that bedeviled the com-
pany during World War II, when there 
was a “real shortage of refrigerated meat 
and only canned vegetables,” and goes 
on to describe the solution: the creation 
of a farm “out towards the al-Khobar 
road where the runoff from sewage efflu-
ent had created a nice green area.”

Steve Furman masterminded the farm, 
with crops of onions, carrots, tomatoes, 
lima beans, cucumbers and sweet corn, 
along with rabbits, chickens, pigeons and 
sheep and cattle. “The meat supply was 
also supplemented by hunting trips which 
bagged various birds, including Arabian 
pheasants, lizards and gazelle,” Hooker 
writes. “Toward the end of the war, the 
farm hosted 2,000 pigeons, 500 rabbits 
and 6,000 chickens, with flocks of 5,000 
sheep out in the desert….”

There were also 1,200 dairy and beef 
cattle, thanks mainly to a Bedouin named 
Mutlaq whom Furman contracted to drive 
herds from Yemen to Dhahran.

Hooker leavens the cookbook with 
spicy morsels from company publica-
tions, a wide range of photos and the 
reminiscences of old-timers like Ali Balu-
chi, who retired as general manager of 
Community Services in 1990. In 1965, 
assigned to Food and Retail Services, 
he added Saudi dishes such as harisah, 
hommus, kabsah, jareesh, luqaimat and 
sambosah to the Dining Hall menus.

Courgette Hommus 
(Cook: Gillian Perrot, from the Dhahran 
Women’s Group’s Desert Roses, 2008)

2 zucchini, peeled and chopped

4 tbsp. raw tahini

1/3 cup fresh lemon juice

2 cloves garlic, peeled

2 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. ground cumin

Mix all ingredients together in a good 
processor.

The cookbook also presents more 
recent food memories. One is from Jon 
Horley, who recalls “the sitting-on-
the-floor feasts in the Dining Hall [in 
Dhahran] prepared by the chef in honor 
of retirees or for service awards.”

 “I had one myself when I left in 1992 
after 20 years in Office Services,” she 
notes. “Entire roast lambs, complete with 
eyeballs, succulent and tender beyond 
belief. Surrounded by bowls of rice and 
salad. Yummmeeee!”

Boiled Sheep with Rice 
(Abdul Aziz bin Anbar, noted Abqaiq-
area cook, from Abqaiq Women’s 
Group's Favorite Recipes, 1953)

Place a big pot of salted water on 
the fire and put all the parts of 
the sheep into it. Cook meat until 
tender. (This may be judged by 
sticking a piece of wood into the 
meat. If it enters easily, then the 
meat is cooked.)

Put the water in which the meat is 
boiled into another pot and add 
a considerable amount of spices 
(cardamom, pepper, saffron and 
similar items).

Place a third pot of reasonably salted 
water on the fire and add rice, at 
the rate of 2 lbs. per person invited. 
Before all the water is evaporated, 
add cooking butter and leave the 
pot on the fire until the water has 
evaporated.

Fill a big round tray with rice and 
place the meat on top in an 
attractive manner so that the sides 
are put against each other and the 
hind legs are put together in the 
middle.

If bread is being used, the gravy 
should be put in separate dishes.  
If bread is not used, the gravy must 
be poured on the meat and rice.

These processes usually take about 
three hours, depending on the size 
of the sheep and the abundance of 
wood used for the fire.

Dhahran residents enjoy tea in the Club-
house garden off King’s Rd. in the 1950s.

Extracts from Ken and Mildred Webster’s 
“Letters from Arabia, 1944-1959” enliven 
Cooking Up a Standstorm.

Sharing treats in Abqaiq in October 1964 are, 
from left: Mrs. C.B. Ridgeway, Mrs. Robert 
Waters, Mrs. A. Shipp, Mrs. Jean Yohe, Mrs. John 
Kriesmer and Mrs. Miles Lu.
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Aramco and Saudi Arabia rolled out a 
red carpet of “beautiful memories” for 
a record 562 attendees at the 3rd Expa-
triates Reunion from March 9-19. And 
though the carpet was dampened by 
springtime rains during the last few days, 

attendees from 18 countries—ranging from age four to 
93—“enjoyed every minute” of their stay, summed up 
retiree Riaz Ahmed from Lahore, Pakistan, who attended 
with his wife Farruk Riaz. 

“We have beautiful memories here,” said the former 
’Udhailiyah and Abqaiq resident, who retired in 2012 
after a 32-year career. “It’s excellent, awesome to return.”

The rains held off until March 15, by which time 
attendees had already taken advantage of a suite of activi-
ties throughout the Eastern Province and farther afield, 
including a trip to Riyadh by train and visits to ’Asir 
in the southwest, Jiddah and King Abdullah Universi-
ty of Science and Technology on the Red Sea coast, and 
Madain Salih in the northwest. There, guests got the 
off-road tour of a lifetime while reconnoitering its state-
ly Nabataean tombs. And travels continued after that, 
through a final overnight visit to Madain Salih the day 
after the reunion’s official closing date.

In his Welcome Dinner address at the Half Moon Bay 
executive beach March 15, President and CEO Khalid 
Al-Falih called the drizzle that had just begun a positive 
signal: “You have lived in the kingdom long enough to 
know that we don’t get a lot of rain and when we do we 
look at it as the best good omen. We see it as a good sign 
and the people who bring the rain are the closest, nicest, 
dearest people to us.”

He warmly greeted guests at the dinner, which was also 
attended by 60 current and 80 retired Saudi executives: “I 
say from my heart, ‘Welcome back home.’ And notice that 
I did not say, ‘Your second home.’

Saudi

Below: Khalid Al-Falih, president and CEO, greets reunion attendees 
and retired and current Saudi employees at the Welcome Dinner at 
Half Moon Bay, as Reunion Committee Chairman Ali Baluchi looks on. 
Middle: The reunion chief receives retiree Peter Dawson and his wife 
Helen at the event. Left: A light dose of drizzle didn’t dampen spirits 
at the outdoor dinner at the executive beach.

Reunion attendees and residents board the Saudi Railways 
Assn. train to Riyadh at the Dammam Station. The four-hour trip 
launched a three-day sojourn in the capital, including by visits to 
the King Abdulaziz Historical Center and the National Museum, 
al-Diriyah, Wadi Hanifa, the Masmak Fort and Faisaliyah Tower.
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“I can’t express on behalf of the com-
pany and each and every employee…the 
thanks and appreciation for all that you 
have done. You are really giving us the 
icing on the cake with your presence here 
this evening....

“The pleasure in your eyes as well as the 
eyes of Saudis—current and retired—makes 
this visit by you to the kingdom worthwhile 
to everybody involved.”

He praised the work of his audience, 
saying they built on foundations laid by 
pathfinders including Max Steineke, chief 
geologist when Dammam Well No. 7 ushered 

Saudi Arabia into the oil era in 1938, 
and Tom Barger, another pioneer geolo-
gist who became Aramco’s president and 
CEO. The same spirit prevails today at an 
energy company that is “one of the pillars 
of the global economy,” he said.

While noting that the industry is 
going through a major downturn, he 
said that Saudi Aramco “is sailing 
through it with determination, with des-
tiny and with the best crew that could 
lead any corporation of any type.” He 
pointed to advances across the com-
pany’s Saudi and international sectors, 

The wind adds some flavor to photo-taking by Chuck Ives (DH85) and Kristi McCarthy 
(DH81) on a dune overlooking the main Shaybah field operations site, some 400 miles 
south of Abqaiq. Right: “I love the reunions” said Dolores Marshall, who sported a 
2015 reunion pin on her trip to Shaybah by plane. She taught at the Rahima Academy 
and Dhahran Academy during her years in the kingdom, from 1982 to 1994, with her 
husband Walter.
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saying that the enterprise is following in the 
“giant footsteps” of the attendees.

“The company is not only leading in 
terms of scale [but] we have become the 
leading company in terms of quality, in 
terms of ethics, in terms of values, in terms 
of how we do business…thanks to the 
foundation that each and every one of you, 
whether an employee or a spouse, or even 
the children of our employees, have laid 
out for the current generation to build the 
company we are today.

“I, personally, have been mentored and 
taught by many of the people who have 
since retired, some of them sitting here 
now. I owe everything I know and every-
thing I do to those pioneers.”

He noted that expatriates had helped 
establish the foundations for modern cities 
and towns like Dammam, al-Khobar, Madi-
nat Abqaiq and Rahima, and schools to 
educate “a new generation of Saudi kids.”

“It is that pioneering spirit that is the 
guiding light of the Aramcons of today who 
are trying to continue the trajectory of the 
company, the great company that you have 
given to us to take to greater heights. So I 

Clockwise from top: Mike Fillipoff, a senior 
project manager who attended with his 
daughter Nadine Sauder, displays a piece 
of garnet he discovered at an abandoned 
city near Abha in the kingdom’s southwest. 
Shiv Dasgupta of Exploration poses with 
Abdul Aziz Alshalaan near the NGL-
facility construction site at Shaybah. Gene 
Uecker of Project Management trudges 
up a dune at Shyabah with his daughters 
Crystal, center, and Brandie. Attendees 
help themselves to a lunch provided by the 
Shaybah NGL Projects Dept.
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am indebted to you for what you have done 
and I am indebted to you for going to the 
trouble to travel all this way to be with us.”

Fred Blanchard, who joined Aramco in 
1971 and retired in 1986 as general man-
ager of Northern Area Projects, delivered an 
equally heartfelt reply for the expatriates. 
He noted that during his 
25-year career in the Mid-
dle East, he’d never learned 
to speak Arabic—except 
for the word shokrun.

“On behalf of my fel-
low retirees, their Brats 
and their kids, and all of 
us who have come back 
home, I say, ‘Shokrun’ for 
making this visit possi-
ble,” he said.

Blanchard also thanked Reunion Com-
mittee Chairman Ali Baluchi and his team 
of volunteers “who helped us make this trip 
memorable” and—with tears in his eyes—
told the group’s Saudi hosts, the company 
and the people of Saudi Arabia, “You have 

no greater champions around the world than 
those of us who have lived and worked here.”

Baluchi led the first Expatriates Reunion 
in 2000 and the second in 2009, which 
drew 300 and 500 attendees, respectively. 

The spirit of comradeship so evident at 
the Welcome Dinner extended well beyond 

Half Moon Bay, to the company commu-
nities, al-Hasa Oasis, and Jubail, Khurais, 
Manifa and Shaybah deep in the Rub‘ al-
Khali during the 10-day event.

On one of three trips to Shaybah, 400 
miles south of Abqaiq, where a huge plant 
is under construction to gather and send 

natural gas liquids (NGL) north, guests were 
treated to a bus tour and given the opportu-
nity to climb adjacent dune mountains, view 
a “zoo” of camels, hawks, oryx and diminu-
tive gazelle, and watch craftsmen work their 
magic with clay and palm fronds.  They 
enjoyed an indoor buffet luncheon courte-

sy of the Shaybah NGL 
Projects Dept. and din-
ner under the stars grace 
of the Shaybah Producing 
Operations Dept.

Gas Operations 
employee Abdul Aziz 
Alshaalan, 24, greeted 
guests on a dune towering 
above the NGL plant. “It’s 
a pleasure to meet you and 

thank you for this,” he told those who had 
been involved Shaybah’s development. “We 
owe you a lot and hope we can keep the 
high quality of your work.”

Retirees Shiv Gupta of Exploration and 
Gene Uecker of Project Management, each 
of whom had a hand in putting Shaybah 

‘Shokrun for making this happen…. 
You have no greater champions 
around the world than those of us 
who lived and worked here.’

Dr. Sarkis Broussalian (left) was the longest-away annuitant at the reunion. He was a GP at Ras Tanura in 1950, moving to California for 
specialty training in neurosurgery a year after that. He’s seated at the beach patio in his old home town with his wife Kathleen and new 
friends John Meyer (DH62) and his wife Grace. Meyer was dubbed “Potato Chip King of Saudi Arabia” as a returning student in Dhahran in 
the early 1960s, working from his family’s garage.
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on the production map, looked out on the 
site together. “He was worried about the 
oil,” said Uecker, who was visiting with 
his daughters Brandie (DH97) and Crystal 
(DH91). “I was worried about the infra-
structure. This was a great project. This 
was a hard project.”

“It went from nothing to everything; it’s 
a miracle” said Gupta, noting that Shay-
bah today can produce 750,000 barrels of 
oil per day (bpd), with capacity expected to 
rise to 1 million bpd in 2016.

Sightseers Chuck Ives (DH85), the son 
of Bill and Jean Ives, and Kristi McCar-
thy (DH81), the daughter of Duane and 
Dorothy McCarthy, were back in the king-
dom for the first time since 1993 and 1981, 
respectively, and each sported a big smile 
atop a dune overlooking Shaybah. 

“I’m happy to be back; it’s surreal that 
I spent the first half of my life here and 
the second half away,” said Ives. McCar-
thy called the reunion “a wonderful 

experience,” saying she’d been amazed  
by the growth and amount of industry  
in kingdom.

 Trips to places closer to the Gulf 
sparked fond memories for many. Don 
Cornell, a retired special teacher in 
Ras Tanura, noted the “almost time-
less connection among former expatriate 
employees. You pick right up where you 
left off after 10 years.

“Part of it is, when most of us go back to 
the U.S. neither family nor stateside friends 
can really understand [where we’ve been]. A 
few sentences about life over here and their 
eyes glaze over. We’re far more attuned to 
what’s going on here in Saudi Arabia.”

Cornell and his wife 
JoAnn lived in Ras 
Tanura from 1974 to 
1995. As with a num-
ber of fellow retirees, 
Saudi Aramco has 
become something of 

a “family business,” for their son Jeff and 
their daughter Kathi Zunigha both work at 
the Dhahran School. 

“Our kids were young when we were 
here and went to school together,” said 
Cornell. “Even after 10 years, the first 
question is, ‘What are your kids doing?’ 
There’s still that connection. The core is 
sharing an unusual experience.”

Cornell, who has led tours to Turkey 
since 1986, praised the Reunion Committee 
for arranging the complicated network of 
trips. “This is tougher than a tour. This is 
50 tours!” he said.

In al-Hasa, guests got a special treat dur-
ing another welcome home. After visiting the 

Clockwise from right: Bob Harris, the son of Bob and Betty Harris, poses 
for a selfie with brand new Apprenticeship Program members in Ras 
Tanura. Enjoying their tour of Riyadh are, seated from left: William 
McWood, Diane Nowland and Judith McWood; standing are Dipika and 
Praful Patel. Mara Barth, who lived in Dhahran from 1974 to 1984 with 
her parents Mike and Mary Urenovich, sister Debbie and brother Mike, 
acquired a new friend at the outdoor market in Ras Tanura. 
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imposing Intercontinental Hotel in Hofuf 
for refreshments and touring the downtown 
suq (rebuilt after a fire, along the lines of 
high-ceilinged markets in Cairo or old Alep-
po) and the first public school in al-Hasa, 
they lunched at Abdul Aziz Al-Afaliq’s 
“Soqifan Farm.” Located near the village of 
Hulailah, it boasts 8,000 palm trees which 
produce 360 tons of dates a year.

Notably, no one in the immediate  
Al-Afaliq family has a direct Saudi Aram-
co connection.

“Our hobby is hospitality—that is why 
we invited you to visit,” said Al-Afaliq’s 
son Sa‘ad. “This is our city, our town and 
our area. Because you guys served the 
country and the area for long years, this is 
our time to welcome you.”

So attendees had the opportunity to 
make new friends, as well as catch up with 
many old ones.

The amir of the Eastern Province, Sa‘ud 
ibn Naif, put his finger on the pulse of the 
reunion when he hosted around two dozen 
visitors at the governorate in Dammam on 
March 16. 

When Dawn Adams, the daughter of 
retirees Bert and Joyce Parthew, who 
attended with her daughter Cassandra, 
expressed her delight about meeting Sau-
dis after a 14-year absence, Prince Sa‘ud 
wholeheartedly agreed on the value of get-
ting to know people firsthand. He pointed 
to his own time living abroad, includ-
ing studies at the University of Oregon in 
Portland, noting that face-to-face meet-
ings break down barriers among peoples. 

Clockwise from top: 
Reunion trekkers toured 
al-Diriyah, the ancestral 

home of the Al Sa‘ud, 
during their trip to 

Riyadh. Nine-year-old 
Jean-Mari Cooper salutes 
in front of Turkish Army 
outfit on display in Qsar 
Kut in Hofuf, which was 

captured by Abdulaziz 
Al Sa‘ud in 1913 on the 

way to establishing 
Saudi Arabia. She is the 

daughter of Gerzelda 
and Colin Cooper, and 

lives in South Africa. 
Fred Blanchard met 

his old Southern Area 
Projects colleague 

Abdulla Al-Oteibi in the 
Intercontinental Hotel 

in Hofuf. Opposite: 
Clive and Norma 

Oliver exit the rebuilt 
suq in downtown 

Hofuf through a new 
monumental gate.
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“That’s something that applies to each and 
every country,” he said. 

Life is “about making connections,” he 
added, speaking about the reunion. “The 
work will end; the relationships continue.”

Ninety-three-year-old Williams Hayes, 
who joined the company’s San Francisco 
office in 1947, was the oldest veteran on 
hand. He called the reunion “terrific,” not-
ing that although most of his colleagues 
were gone he could still make connections 
through their children. “The beauty of the 
reunion is that I run into people and find 
that I worked with their fathers,” he said.

One of those people was Mark Ingram, 
the son of William and Gabriella Ingram, 
who was born in Ras Tanura and depart-
ed after the eighth grade when his father 
retired in 1969 after a 23-year career. 
Hayes was “sort of like part of dad,”  
said Ingram, who attended with his  
wife Michelle.

Hayes spent his career providing 
critical supplies to the company from 
locations including New York, Lon-
don, The Hague, Rome, Sydney and 

Tokyo—with a six-year 
stay in Dhahran, begin-
ning in 1960. He said his 
favorite post was in Aus-
tralia (1958-1960), where 
he bought and deliv-
ered 30,000 dozen eggs, 
80,000 pounds of beef 
and 200,000 pounds of 
90-percent-lean mutton per 
month to Dhahran.

His work helped the 
kingdom grow, Hayes said, 
noting that he’d met a Saudi 
employee with 12 children at the reunion. 
“I found out that he’d taken part in the hot-
lunch program,” Hayes said, explaining that 
the nutrition from the food he supplied for 
employees had helped build not only the 
company but the community, too.

Many of the guests returned after sev-
eral decades out of the kingdom, but Sarkis 
Broussalian, who attended with his wife 
Kathleen, to took the cake for length of 
time away from Saudi Arabia: 64 years. 
The retired Los Angeles neurosurgeon and 

former Ras Tanura general practitioner 
signed on with Aramco in 1950 for what 
turned out to be a one-year posting.

His boss in Dhahran, Dr. T. C. Alex-
ander, immediately assigned the fresh 
American University in Beirut graduate to 
head the Ras Tanura Health Center and 
dispensary. Broussalian admitted to being 
“petrified” at his first home visit—to the 
local amir’s home, but all turned out well.

“I loved it here—I’m very happy 
to be back” he said, while noting that 

Clockwise from above: Amir Sa‘ud ibn Naif, governor of the Eastern Province, 
greets retiree Dawn Higgens at a majlis at his headquarters in Dammam. Sara 
Al-Bassam of the Public Relations Dept. drew “Ahhs!” from annuitants when she 
modeled an Eastern Province dress at “Arabian Weddings Past and Present” in 
Dhahran. William Hayes, 93, right, the oldest reunion attendee, met Shaikh Amin, 
former chief photographer, at the reunion. Hayes was a procurement specialist 
beginning in the late ‘40s, when Amin worked in the Dhahran Storehouse.
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“everything has changed so much…. Ras 
Tanura was such a small town.”

He and his wife sat on the community’s 
Gulf-side patio with John Meyer (DH62) 
and his wife Grace. The son of Betty and 
Brad Meyer, a pilot who sometimes flew 
for King Sa‘ud, John arrived in Dhah-
ran in 1951 at age three 
and graduated from the 
American Community 
School in Beirut after fin-
ishing the ninth grade. 
He worked in the Trea-
surer’s office in Dhahran 
from 1972 to 1984.

He’d already proved 
his business acumen as a returning stu-
dent in the early ‘60s when he got himself 
crowned “Potato Chip King of Saudi Ara-
bia” in a story The Arabian Sun. That 
happened after he started a chip business in 
his family’s garage that eventually expand-
ed to include Ras Tanura and Abqaiq. 

Meyer continued the enterprise for a 
couple of years, even hiring junior-high 
students to peel potatoes, and “used the 
money I made to buy my first car,” he said. 
His wife was on her first visit to the king-
dom and he smiled when she said, “It’s 

really nice. I can understand why all of the 
Aramco Brats love it here.”

A number of attendees met their mates 
when they came to the kingdom. Becky 
Elitt Sigmon, who attended with her son 
Scott, met her late husband Fred after they 
arrived in Dhahran four months apart in 

1973—she as a fourth-grade teacher and 
he as a fireman. They married in 1975 and 
the couple’s two sons, Scott and Mark, 
were born in Dhahran.

“When Fred and I were dating, we 
used to go down to al-Khobar and have 
shawarmas wrapped in newspaper,” she 
remembered. “That was a big date night!”

Farewell luncheons in Dhahran, Ras 
Tanura and Abqaiq on March 19 dem-
onstrated once more the strength of the 
relationships forged in the kingdom. On a 
stage in the Dhahran Hills Park, the Reunion 

Committee gave Ali Baluchi a portrait of 
himself in honor of his tenure as commit-
tee chief—bookending the portrait of him as 
a young employee that he’d received at the 
Welcome Dinner a few nights before. 

“I’m a little sad to see you go,” said the 
retired Community Services general man-

ager, who joined Aramco 
in 1949 and retired in 
1990. But Baluchi prom-
ised to keep in touch at 
reunions in England and 
the United States, where 
he’s attended every bien-
nial gathering but one 
since 1958. And he passed 

the baton to head the next Expatriates 
Reunion, in 2019, to Saeed al-Ghamdi.

 “It’s always good to come back for 
we have so many fond memories here,” 
said 1980 Corporate Planning retir-
ee Frank Mange on the bus departing 
the Farewell Luncheon in a light driz-
zle. “The work was challenging, but you 
always felt like you were part of some-
thing bigger. It wasn’t just a job. You felt 
like you were helping the country, help-
ing the people, succeed.”

Mange’s wife Mona, a pediatrician, 
agreed. She added that another big plus 
of reuniting in the kingdom is that “you 
always see the generosity of the Arabs. 
That’s amazing. It doesn’t go away.”

Left: Shirley Seymour, left, met a local angler in Jubail; she was a senior staff field nurse in Abqaiq 
and attended with her daughter Zakiya. Right: Mona and Frank Mange, who met in Dhahran in 
1968 and made a career with the company, get ready to depart Dhahran Hills Park with Morry Adi, 
an Industrial Security retiree who runs a recycling company in Guangzhou, China. 

‘You always see the generosity 
of the Arabs. That’s amazing.  
It doesn’t go away.’
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The  2015  Expatriates  Reunion  proved  a  bonanza  for  the C ommunity  Heritage Gallery  in  Dhahran: Two  attendees  and t wo  persons  with  

close  ties  to  the  company  attended  in  spirit  donated  items o f  h istorical  note  to  the  company’s  community  museum.

Harry Donaldson,  East-West  NGL  Pipeline  senior  project  manager from  1978-1982,  donated  a brass  survey  pin  for  the  727-mile  gas-

liquids  conduit  linking  the  Eastern  Province  to  Yanbu‘ on  the  Red  Sea,  where  it  provided  feedstock  for  facilities  at  the  new  Yanbu‘  

Industrial  City  starting  in  1981. The  commemorative  pin  marks  the  distance   in  kilometers  from  the  Shedgum G as Plant to Yanbu‘.  He  

also  donated  his  East-West  NGL  Pipeline  cap.  “I  saw  a  picture  of  Gunsight  Pass  where the  pipeline  right- of- way  goes  through  the  Hijaz  

Mountains” on  the  west  coast  “and  I  thought  the  museum  might  be  interested  in  receiving  a  couple  of  souvenirs, ” Donaldson  said.

The  gallery  staff  couldn’t  have  been  more  pleased  at the  gifts received  during  the  reunion.  “We’re  very  happy  to  have  all  these  things,”  

said  Senior  Docent  Cindy  Grosch. “ They  revitalize  our  collection.”  Jean  Tinelli  donated  the  retirement  scroll  received  by  her  late  husband  

Don  Wallace  when  he  retired  as general  supervisor  of  Industrial  Relations  in  1969  after  a 37-year  career.  It  bears  the  names  of  executives  

including  Tom  Barger,  Bob  Brougham,  Frank  Jungers,  Liston  Hills  and  Brock  Powers,  among  hundreds  of  signatures,  and  pictures  

Wallace  and  his  first  wife  Melda,  who  predeceased  him,  golfing  and  exploring  in  the  desert.

Tinelli,  who  married  Wallace  in  1994,  said  she’d  been i mpressed  by  his  collection  of traditional  Saudi  daggers,  brass  trays  and  

coffeepots,  and  felt  familiar  with  the  company  through  the  stories  he  told.  Wallace  died  in  2008.

2015 Expatriates Reunion proved a bonanza for 
the Community Heritage Gallery in Dhahran: Two 
attendees and two persons with close ties to the 
company who attended in spirit donated items of 

historical note to the company’s community museum.
Harry Donaldson, East-West NGL Pipeline senior project manag-

er from 1978 to 1982, donated a brass survey pin for the 727-mile 
gas-liquids conduit linking the Eastern Province to Yanbu‘ on the 
Red Sea, where it provided feedstock for facilities at the new Yanbu‘ 
Industrial City starting in 1981. The commemorative pin marks the 
distance in kilometers from the Shedgum Gas Plant to Yanbu‘. He 
also donated his East-West NGL Pipeline cap.

“I saw a picture of Gunsight Pass where the pipeline right-of-
way goes through the Hijaz Mountains” on the west coast “and I 
thought the museum might be interested in receiving a couple of 

souvenirs,” Donaldson said.
The gallery staff couldn’t have 

been more pleased at the gifts 
received during the reunion. “We’re 
very happy to have all these things,” 
said Senior Docent Cindy Grosch. 
“They revitalize our collection.”

The

Jean Tinelli, right, holds the 
retirement scroll received by 
her late husband Don Wallace 
when he completed a 37-year 
career in 1969, as Cindy Grosch, 
Heritage Gallery senior docent, 
turns the signature page.

A BONANZA FOR THEA BONANZA FOR THE

Community 

Heritage Gallery

REUNIONREUNION
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The  2015  Expatriates  Reunion  proved  a  bonanza  for  the C ommunity  Heritage Gallery  in  Dhahran: Two  attendees  and t wo  persons  with  

close  ties  to  the  company  attended  in  spirit  donated  items o f  h istorical  note  to  the  company’s  community  museum.

Harry Donaldson,  East-West  NGL  Pipeline  senior  project  manager from  1978-1982,  donated  a brass  survey  pin  for  the  727-mile  gas-

liquids  conduit  linking  the  Eastern  Province  to  Yanbu‘ on  the  Red  Sea,  where  it  provided  feedstock  for  facilities  at  the  new  Yanbu‘  

Industrial  City  starting  in  1981. The  commemorative  pin  marks  the  distance   in  kilometers  from  the  Shedgum G as Plant to Yanbu‘.  He  

also  donated  his  East-West  NGL  Pipeline  cap.  “I  saw  a  picture  of  Gunsight  Pass  where the  pipeline  right- of- way  goes  through  the  Hijaz  

Mountains” on  the  west  coast  “and  I  thought  the  museum  might  be  interested  in  receiving  a  couple  of  souvenirs, ” Donaldson  said.

The  gallery  staff  couldn’t  have  been  more  pleased  at the  gifts received  during  the  reunion.  “We’re  very  happy  to  have  all  these  things,”  

said  Senior  Docent  Cindy  Grosch. “ They  revitalize  our  collection.”  Jean  Tinelli  donated  the  retirement  scroll  received  by  her  late  husband  

Don  Wallace  when  he  retired  as general  supervisor  of  Industrial  Relations  in  1969  after  a 37-year  career.  It  bears  the  names  of  executives  

including  Tom  Barger,  Bob  Brougham,  Frank  Jungers,  Liston  Hills  and  Brock  Powers,  among  hundreds  of  signatures,  and  pictures  

Wallace  and  his  first  wife  Melda,  who  predeceased  him,  golfing  and  exploring  in  the  desert.

Tinelli,  who  married  Wallace  in  1994,  said  she’d  been i mpressed  by  his  collection  of traditional  Saudi  daggers,  brass  trays  and  

coffeepots,  and  felt  familiar  with  the  company  through  the  stories  he  told.  Wallace  died  in  2008.

Jean Tinelli donated the retirement scroll 
received by her late husband Don Wallace 
when he retired as general supervisor of Indus-
trial Relations in 1969 after a 37-year career. 
It bears the names of executives including 
Tom Barger, Bob Brougham, Frank Jungers, 
Liston Hills and Brock Powers, among hun-
dreds of signatures, and pictures Wallace and 
his first wife Melda, who predeceased him, 
golfing and exploring in the desert.

Tinelli, who married Wallace in 1994, 
said she’d been impressed by his collection 
of traditional Saudi daggers, brass trays 
and coffeepots, and felt familiar with the 
company through the stories he told. Wal-
lace died in 2008.

“I wanted to come so badly. I brought 
the scroll on the chance somebody would 
want to see it,” she said. “I’m just happy to 
have made a contribution.”

Miles Snyder sent via Aramco Ser-
vices Company his “Lone Scout” shirt, 

neckerchief and a variety of scouting mem-
orabilia from his time as the first Boy Scout 
in Saudi Arabia right after World War II. 
He also donated the Brownie outfit that 
belonged to his late sister Louise.

 “We’re so delighted to know these pre-
cious mementos are being shared with kids 
and their families there in Dhahran!” wrote 
Snyder’s wife Sharon, noting that her hus-
band had completed the requirements for 
Tenderfoot, 2nd Class and 1st Class Scout 
in Saudi Arabia under the guidance of 
teacher Sam Whipple and John Rafferty.

Snyder is the son of Les and Dorothy 
Snyder. His dad arrived in Dhahran as a 
field engineer in 1939 and retired as vice 
president and general manager of Opera-
tions in 1963. His mom was instrumental 
in establishing Boy Scouts in the kingdom 
and played a key role in establishing Girl 
Scouts. Notably, the house that served as 
reunion headquarters, 1123 11th St., near 

the Recreation Library and a hundred feet 
from the Heritage Gallery, was Miles Sny-
der’s family home.

Reunion attendee Keith Worrell, a Cub 
Scout leader in Abqaiq from 1993 to 1996, 
was among the first to view the gallery’s 
display of Snyder’s donations and those of 
Judy Webster Bauer, a former Girl Scout. 
“I’m thinking someone did a lot of work to 
get that boy into Scouts,” he said.

Bauer donated the Girl Scout sashes 
covered with the badges that belonged to 
her and her younger sister Sue when they 
lived in Dhahran in the 1940s and ‘50s.

She and her son Chris visited the gallery 
when they attended the company’s 75th-
anniversary celebration in 2008 “and we 
were very impressed with the collections on 
display,” she said.

The first Girl Scout troop in the king-
dom was established in Dhahran in 1947.

“I remember three things about Girl 
Scouts,” Bauer said. “Our leader was Mir-
iam Biggins; one of the badges we earned 
involved cooking dinner by ourselves on 
Jabal Dhahran, outside of camp, and I can 
almost still taste the stew I cooked; and we 
had overnights at Half Moon Bay…and we 
slept in large screened tents on platforms.”

Her parents were Kenneth and Mildred 
Webster. He joined Aramco in 1944 and 
retired as assistant to the vice president and 
general manager, USA offices, in 1962. 

Above: Harry Donaldson, who played a key 
role in the construction of the East-West 
NGL Pipeline in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, 
donated two related items to the Commu-
nity Heritage Gallery. Left: Keith Worrell, a 
former Cub Scout leader in Abqaiq, looks at 
the late-1940s Boy Scout Handbook donated 
with other scouting memorabilia by Miles and 
Sharon Snyder. Judy Webster Bauer donated 
the green Girl Scout sashes that belonged to 
her and her sister Sue.
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Wolfrum, who pio-
neered the first trip 
by bus to Madain 
Salih in April 1971, 

would have been stunned. Not by the gran-
deur of its tombs or the rugged beauty of 
the rock formations in the region—that’s 
remained the same—but by how much 
things had changed in terms of navigating 
the site by the time three groups from the 
2015 Expatriates Reunion—180 people in 
all—came calling in March. 

Wolfrum’s crew of around 20 traveled in 
a rickety bus 225 miles north from Madi-
nah along the route of the Hijaz Railway. 
Trip members paused from time to time to 
dig their way out of the sand on the way to 
the famed “City of Salih,” which thrived as 
the southernmost trading site of the Naba-
taeans from the first century bce to the first 
century ce.

They travelers slept in Bedouin tents in 
front of one of the monumental tombs (and 
some inside), explored the region and then 

Lois

TREKS TO

1971/2015

Madain Salih
1971/2015

TREKS TOTREKS TO

A study in contrasts: 1971 Madain Salih 
voyagers, above left, had to push their 
bus out of the sand several times on their 
225-mile journey from Madinah, while 2015 
travelers flew into al-‘Ula, just 20 miles 
distant, to start their tour, above. Susan 
Foster, left, and JoAnn Cornell are pictured 
with guide Meteb A. Almahmoud.
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continued north along Hijaz Railroad route 
245 miles to Tayma to catch a flight back 
to Dhahran. The trip lasted four days in all.

“When I think back about it, I remem-
ber all the work to contact the villages and 
sit with the amir,” said Wolfrum, who lives 
in a retirement community in Spokane, 
Wash., where she has given presentations 
about Saudi Arabia. 

“We were the first conducted tour—in 
a bus—to go to Madain Salih,” she wrote 
to her family in Wisconsin. “And what a 
fabulous trip.”

Her trekkers were John Sabini and his 
daughter Jemima, Frank Bobrowski and 
his daughter Betty, Elizabeth Monroe, 
Mavis Boland, Dorothy Oatman, Jack 
Nelson, Bill Roberts, Sue Jarman, Doro-
thy Miller, Mary Ann Pettigrew, Chris 
Hill, and Burnie and Pat Moody.

The 66 members of the Expatriates 
Reunion who made the first of three Madain 
Salih tours March 13-14 had it much easi-
er. They flew to al-’Ula, just 20 miles south 
of the Nabataean city, boarded a caravan of 
20 four-wheel-drive vehicles organized by a 

young Riyadh businessman/guide and sped 
to sites in and around the tombs.

While Wolfrum’s trekkers lost track of 
the truck carrying their food supplies and 
subsisted on canned wieners and leftovers 
from lunch on the last day of their outing, 
the latest group enjoyed a buffet dinner at 
tables under a tent in the desert. 

And while the Wolfrum expedition slept 
in tents (“quite air-conditioned…and we 
were covered with sand,” she wrote), the 
reunion troop slept between sheets in beds 
in a hotel with its own oasis.

Both groups of visitors found one 
thing exactly the same: the serene beauty 
of the place. Wolfrum phrased it well in 
her letter home:  

“Madain Salih was fascinating. The 
whole area is desert with tremendous out-
croppings of sandstone. Splattered all over 
the desert are these fantastic rock forma-
tions a couple of hundred feet high and 
carved into the sides of some are tombs 
from the time of the Nabateans….

“The whole thing was magnificent and I’d 
like to go back again, but more leisurely.” 

Below: The first bus trip to Madain Salih was 
anything but luxurious, but the tourists still 
had fun. Above: This year, 20 four-wheel-drive 
vehicles carried visitors on their overnight 
visit to Madain Salih—with time out for tea, 
of course.
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G R E A T

The Homolkas had planned 
to retire in Texas, but a 
funny thing happened on 
the way to the ranch: the 
Iron Curtain fell in 1989. In 
1990, they visited Březina—
which had a family 
history—and decided to 
move there. 

George’s grandfather 
Antonin had purchased the 

property, part of which dates to the 12th 
century, around 1900. George lived there 
with his parents until the communists 
seized power in Czechoslovakia in 1948. 

He recalls sitting on the edge of 
his bed in Zámek Březina as a boy, 
thinking, prophetically, “I will go away  
to have adventures and come back when  
I am grown.”

George and his parents left Czecho-
slovakia, spent a year and a half in Ger- 
many and then migrated to Rhodesia, 
where he attended high school. He earned a 
chemical-engineering degree in South Africa 
and ended up in Corning, N.Y.—where he 
met Barbara, a third-grade teacher. They 
married in 1964 and moved to Dhahran 
a decade later, after George had earned a 
doctorate in chemical engineering.

The Homolkas arrived at Zámek 
Březina to stay in 1991 when George 
retired from the Process Control Computer 
Dept. The chateau, never seized by the 
communists, had been neglected for nearly 
four decades.

Refurbishing the place took lots of 
sweat. “We like to say that we are tired, 
more than retired,” quips George. But the 
work has not been without benefits.

“The process of restoring Zámek 
Březina…has yielded many surprises,” 
says Barbara. The family discovered two 
frescoes in the grand dining room and the 
library that are not mentioned in histories 
of the house. And when George’s mother 
Rina visited at Christmas soon after the 
Homolkas arrived, she mentioned that 
the house safe had a false bottom. David 
Homolka opened it and found a trove 
of letters from Rina’s father, as well as 
letters she and her husband had written 
during their courtship.

 David moved to Czechoslovakia 
and helped George establish a wood- 
shop that David continues to run. 
It has three stores—in Březina, 
Prague and Slovakia—and an online 
shop (requiring a Czech dictionary) 
at http://www.plotovky-homolka.cz/.

Estates
2

G R E A T

I N  THE  C ZE C H  REPUBL I C  &  TEXAS

T

Zámek Brezina
R e t i r e e  G e o r g e  H o m o l k a  a n d  h i s  w i f e  B a r b a r a 

m a r k e d  t h e i r  g o l d e n  w e d d i n g  a n n i v e r s a r y  i n  s t y l e 
l a s t  A u g u s t :  a t  Z á m e k  B ř e z i n a  ( C h a t e a u  o f  t h e 

W h i t e  B i r c h e s )  o n  t h e  H o m o l k a  e s t a t e  i n  t h e  C z e c h 
R e p u b l i c .  G u e s t s  i n c l u d e d  f a m i ly  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e 

C z e c h  R e p u b l i c ,  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s , 
a m o n g  t h e m  t h e  H o m o l k a s ’  c h i l d r e n ,  L e s l i e  ( D H 8 0 ) , 

D a v i d  ( D H 8 3 ) ,  C a r o l i n e  ( R T 8 4 ) ,  A l i c e  ( R T 8 6 )  a n d  A n n 
( R T 9 0 ) ,  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .
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David, Caroline and Alice Homolka 
were married in the 18th-century chapel at 
Zámek Březina.

For several years, the Homolkas 
operated a bed and breakfast that kept 
them in touch with old Aramco friends. 
Among the guests were John and Donnie 

Burgner, Mary and Howie Norton, Karen 
and Bill Irwin, Peter and Louel Larkin, Kay 
and Byron Taylor, Bob Klein, Pat Loughlin 
and Bob and Jo Carter.

The Homolkas gave visitors a feel for 
the history of the place and introduced 
them to their animals.

“For a number of years we have had a 
flock of sheep, supervised by a border collie 
called Sam,” says George. “My grandfather 
Antonin would be surprised that we do not 
have other livestock, since he was most suc-
cessful in breeding cattle and horses. Maybe 
we can get to that later.”

Above: George and Bar-
bara Homolka, front and 
center, celebrated their 
golden wedding anniver-
sary August 22, 2014, at 
the family home in Březina 
in the Czech Republic. 
Family members attended 
from the Czech Republic, 
Germany and the United 
States. Right: A view of 
Zámek Březina, and part 
of the Homolkas’ flock of 
sheep that thrives where 
prize cattle and horses 
once were raised.
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McGinley Family Ranch and Vineyards
R e t i r e d  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  S t a n  M c G i n l e y ,  h i s  w i f e  P e g g y  a n d 
s e v e r a l  f a m i ly  m e m b e r s  w e l c o m e d  1 2 0  g u e s t s  f r o m  t h e  A r a m c o / A S C 
R e t i r e e s  L u n c h e o n  G r o u p  t o  t h e  c o u p l e ’ s  3 5 0 - a c r e  “ r a n c h / z o o ” 
a t  a  h i s t o r i c  s i t e  n o r t h  o f  H o u s t o n  o n  N o v .  1 1 .  T h e  g r o u p  m e e t s 
m o n t h ly  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  H o u s t o n  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  a  r e c o r d  n u m b e r 
s i g n e d  u p  f o r  a  b a r b e c u e  l u n c h  a n d  t o u r  o f  t h e  M c G i n l e y  F a m i ly 
R a n c h  a n d  V i n e y a r d s  o n  a  b r i s k  a f t e r n o o n . 

“It’s great to be here among colleagues 
and friends,” said then-Aramco Services 
Company President Nabeel Amudi, who 
worked in the Law Dept. in Dhahran prior 
to coming to Houston. “Everyone here 
shows the depth of the Aramco family.”

The McGinleys retired in 2010 after 
a 39-year company career and decided 
to establish a vineyard. They planted 
their first Blanc du Bois grapes on the 
property, bordered on three sides by the 
Sam Houston National Forest, in 2009 and 
harvested 42 tons of grapes last year.

“This is a very historic area,” McGinley 
told the group, noting that the main tract 
was granted to a soldier who helped capture 
Mexican Gen. Santa Anna in the 1836 

A lottery ticket helped 
pave Antonin’s way to Zámek 
Březina.

He was one of four boys 
raised by their uncle after their 
parents died. The uncle sold the 
furnishings from the family’s 
home and bought a lottery tick-
et. When he won, he split the 
pot of 100,000 gulden (worth 
around $6.5 million now) 
among the brothers and Anto-
nin attended an agricultural 
school with his share. 

He bought the house and the 
estate in 1908 on the birth of his 
son, George’s father, and put his 
education to work.

“Březina bustled with life 
in the early 20th century,” says 
George, noting that 300 work-
ers and their families lived 
there, carrying out farming 

and forestry operations. When 
George’s father married Rina, he 
brought her there.

Much has changed since 
those days. The farm is now 
managed by one person “and her 
staff of tractors and tractor driv-
ers,” George says. Two foresters 
manage the woodlands.

When they aren’t busy restor-
ing things on the estate, the 
Homolkas take advantage of 
their Central European loca-
tion to explore, often with their 
children and grandchildren—for 
each of the Homolka daughters 
tries to visit every other year.

It’s safe to say that every-
one in the family is happy that 
George made good on his pledge 
to have a few adventures and 
“come back when I am grown” 
to Zámek Březina.
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George and Barbara Homolka relax with their children David, Ann 
and Leslie (standing) and Alice and Caroline in the Arab Room — the 
former ballroom — at Zámek Březina.

Pictured on the patio at the McGinley Family 
Ranch and Vineyards are (from left) Nabeel 
Amudi, then the president of Aramco Services 
Company and now president of the Saudi 
Ports Authority, his former boss Stan McGin-
ley, Verne Stueber and Peggy McGinley.
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Battle of San Jacinto near 
present-day Houston. With 
that victory came Texas’s 
independence. 

Along with cattle, goats, 
chickens and wild hogs, the 
ranch is home to camels 
named Joey and Fuzzy 
and a zebra. The visitors 
inspected the animals and 
visited the estate house and 
several of the six log houses 
on the property.

In the main house, 
they crowded around the 
artworks, handicrafts and 
other mementos of the 
McGinley’s long stay in 
Saudi Arabia.

The event provided 
two surprises for the 
McGinley’s son Sandy, 
who hugged his 1973 
preschool teacher Patsy 
Tarvin, wife of the late 
John Tarvin. “It’s great to 
be reacquainted,” she said, noting that 
had last seen Sandy in Dhahran in the 
late 1980s. 

He also reunited with Jeanie Mullin, 
daughter of Leo and Rae Mullin, who 
babysat for him when she was a teenager.

Bruce Olsen, a computer-systems 

analyst in Dhahran from 1986 
to 1999, summed up the guests’ 
feelings about the event. “Everything 
was very nicely done, with a lot of 
style,” he said, adding that he was 
equally impressed by “the fantastic 
friendliness of everybody.”

Clockwise from top: Vineyards nestle among pastures 
on the McGinley estate near Houston; the two-story 
“manor house”  features mementos from the McGin-
ley’s 39-year company career, and fellow members 
of the Aramco/ASC Retirees Luncheon Group toured 
the home during their afternoon visit; Joey the camel 
looked on with amusement as guests photographed 
him during the lunch hour.
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That was the word from the King Abdul-
aziz Center for World Culture in Dhahran 
late last year, when the musket once owned 
by pioneer-guide Khamis ibn Rimthan 
returned. Miles and Sharon Snyder donated 
the antique gun to the Center, which is 
scheduled to open next year.

Pioneer

Musket

arrives
“Houston, the  
musket has landed.”

ntiquities 
G0

B Y  A R T H U R  C L A R K
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The Snyders live 
in Sacramento, Calif., 
where Miles, 82, 
recently retired as an 
attorney. The Snyders 
sent the musket to 
Dhahran through 
Aramco Services 
Company in Houston. 
They also gave the 
Center a film of ibn 
Rimthan demonstrat-
ing the firearm to the Snyder family near 
Dhahran in the 1940s (with Aramco 
Arabist George Rentz interpreting), along 
with a number of other historical artifacts.

Snyder and his sister Louise came to 
Dhahran with their mother Dorothy in 
1940 and were among the first U.S. young-
sters in the kingdom. 

“I have been told that my sister and I 
were the fifth and sixth American children 
to enter the kingdom,” Snyder says. “Since 
I distinctly recall jumping off the launch 
[from Bahrain] onto the wharf before my 
father carried my little sister ashore, I claim 
to be the fifth.”

Snyder’s father, Les, arrived in the 
kingdom to work as field engineer for the 
California Arabian Standard Oil Company, 
Aramco’s predecessor, in 1939 and met 
ibn Rimthan in the field. Les Snyder 
later became an Aramco vice president, a 
company director and president of Aramco 
Overseas Company.

He dealt frequently with the Bedouin, 
and introduced his son to them.

“The most striking memories of my days 
in Saudi Arabia were of the trips I was privi-
leged to take with the Bedouin in the desert,” 
Miles Snyder says. “I was deeply impressed 
at their gracious hospitality, rugged way of 
life and extraordinary tracking skills.”

The Snyder children and their mother 
returned to the family home in California 
during World War II and came back to 
the kingdom in 1945. When Miles left 
for boarding school in the United States 
in 1947, his dad gave him ibn Rimthan’s 
musket, which he’d bought from the guide.

There is no record of that purchase, 
but there’s a likely note about the gun in 
the diary of J.W. “Soak” Hoover, who 

landed with Bert Miller at Jubail in 1933 to 
launch oil exploration in the kingdom. 

 “I showed Khamis a rabbit and drove 
the car within 30 feet of it, he took careful 
aim then let go his blunderbuss ‘Bundek,’” 
Hoover wrote on March 16, 1934, from 
Humr Mathluth Camp, 145 miles west-
northwest of Dhahran. Bundek means rifle. 

“The bullet struck just before the 
rabbit’s head and he hurtled about three 
feet in the air and some 10 feet horizontally, 
landed on his feet like a cat and was off 
never looking back either,” Hoover contin-
ued. “We gave Khamis the horse laugh 
and he joined in.”

Markings on the musket show that it 
was manufactured by an English firm called 
Tower in 1859. Tower made guns for the 
British military and many were exported, 
especially to the armies of the North and 
South in the American Civil War. 

Burned into the stock is the name Sa‘ad 
ibn Dalwah. Both he and ibn Rimthan were 
members of the Ajmi tribe.

The route of ibn 
Rimthan’s musket 
from Saudi Arabia to 
Sacramento and back is 
clear. Discovering how 
it found its way to Saudi 
Arabia and into the 
hands of the company’s 
best-known guide 
remains the task of a 
future researcher.

“We’re beyond 
thrilled to know that the musket is home,” 
said Snyder. “It was a personal treasure for 
so long and to think that it’s back where 
people can admire it—and through it the 
courage of Khamis and his countrymen, and 
those who helped them discover their oil 
resources—is inspiring. 

“Artifacts like this need to be where 
people can study them and learn about 
the remarkable people of the desert. We’re 
pleased to share part of that very extraordi-
nary history.”

‘We’re beyond thrilled to know that 
the musket is home. It was a personal 
treasure for so long and to think that 
it’s back where people can admire it—

and the courage of Khamis and his 
countrymen, and those who helped them 
discover their oil resources—is inspiring.’

Opposite: Geraiyan al-Hajri, who works in the 
Unconventional Production Engineering Div. 
and is a modern-day version of the legendary 
company guide Khamis ibn Rimthan, poses 
with the musket ibn Rimthan once owned. 
Miles Snyder received it from his father Les 
when he left the kingdom for boarding school 
in 1947 and he and his wife Sharon donated 
it to the King Abdulaziz Center for World 
Culture in Dhahran.

Right: Khamis ibn Rimthan tries his hand with 
an alidade, an instrument used with a plane 

table to make detailed maps, in this 1955 
photo. Below: Miles Snyder, age seven, and 

his sister Louise, five, are seated atop camels, 
with guide Khamis ibn Rimthan standing 

right, in this 1940 photo, shot near Dhahran.
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ntiquities 
G0

Susan Kellenberg Jones, the daughter 
of George and Dorothy Kellenberg, last 
fall became the 30th person with close 
company connections to be honored for 
returning archeological antiquities to the 
kingdom. The ceremony took place at the 
opening of “Roads of Arabia: Archaeol-
ogy and History of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia” at the Asian Art Museum in San 
Francisco on Oct. 27.

Meanwhile, Aramco Services Company 
(ASC) sent another artifact received from a 

new donor to the 
kingdom as part 
of the “Antiqui-
ties Homecom-
ing Project.”

In San 
Francisco, 
Prince Sultan 
ibn Salman, 
president of the 
Saudi Commis-
sion for Tourism 
and Antiqui-
ties (SCTA), 
presented Jones 

with a plaque and a replica historic neck-
lace for donating a collection of ancient 
sculptural figures, intact pottery, decora-
tive shards and household objects gathered 
by her parents in the Thaj and Tarut areas 
of the Eastern Province.

“I’m pleased to return the items 
collected by both my parents to the 
kingdom,” she said. “My parents enjoyed 
going into the desert after the sandstorms 
and looking for treasures. Mother was 

very artistic and used some of the broken 
pieces to create mosaics which I treasure.”

Her father joined Standard Oil of 
California (Socal) in San Francisco in 1930 
and transferred to Bapco, Socal’s subsid-
iary in Bahrain, where Susan was born in 
1939. After a period in the United States, 
he transferred to Dhahran as comptroller 
in 1955 and retired in 1966.

Jones was accompanied by her husband 
Myles, whose father Murlin joined Socal 
in 1937 and transferred to Aramco’s 
predecessor, the California Arabian 
Standard Oil Company, in Saudi Arabia 
in 1943. He and his wife Twila retired in 
1969.

“Myles and I have warm memories 
of the years we were privileged to live in 
Saudi Arabia,” Jones said, noting that the 
event in San Francisco “has given us a 
desire to plan another trip to the kingdom 
to explore some of the archeological items 
that have been found.”

The couple met when they were in 
Dhahran on break from boarding school 
and got engaged when they were in college. 

Honored 
Donation;

Susan
Jonesfor
Another 
Artifact 
Received

Susan Jones smiles broadly as Prince Sultan ibn Salman, president 
of the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities, presents her 
with a certificate of appreciation for donating archeological artifacts 
collected by her parents in the Eastern Province. Her husband Myles 
stands right, flanked by Jay Xu, director of the Asian Art Museum in 
San Francisco, the fifth and final stop of the “Roads of Arabia” exhi-
bition in the United States. 
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They parted after that, but met again at a 
Brats Reunion and married.

 ASC launched the “Antiquities 
Homecoming Project” in 2012 to support 
the SCTA’s campaign to gather antiqui-
ties in private collections at home and 
abroad. The initial donor was Elinor 
Nichols, who lived in Dhahran with her 
husband, Dr. Roger Nichols, and the 
couple’s three children from 1956 to 
1970. The latest donor, former employee 
Pete Ballard, early this year returned a 
Roman glass vial he’d found near Abqaiq 
in the 1960s.

Groups of donors were honored in 
Riyadh in 2012 and at the “Roads of 
Arabia” openings in Washington, D.C., 
later that year and in Houston in 2013. 
San Francisco was the fifth and final 
venue for the U.S. tour of the exhibition, 
which was cosponsored by Saudi Aramco 
and ExxonMobil. The tour began in 
November 2012 and ended Jan. 18, 
drawing nearly 300,000 attendees.

A previously honored donor, Miles 
Snyder, brought his son Mathew to the 

This Roman glass vial, found near 
Abqaiq by Industrial Training Center 
teacher Pete Ballard in the 1960s, is 
the latest archeological artifact to 
be sent to the kingdom through the 
“Antiquities Homecoming Project.” 

exhibition opening in San Francisco. Snyder said the 
show was “beautifully laid out” and his son agreed, 
calling it “a beautiful experience.” 

Snyder’s mother Dorothy collected ancient pottery 
shards near Dhahran and he and his wife Sharon donated 
the shards to the SCTA.

If you have archeological antiquities from Saudi 
Arabia that you would like to donate to the SCTA, 
please contact The Editor, Al-Ayyam Al-Jamilah, Aramco 
Services Company, 9009 West Loop South, Houston, TX 
77096, or arthur.clark@aramcoservices.com. 

“Roads of Arabia: Archaeology and History of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia” ran from Oct. 27, 2014, to Jan. 18 this 
year in San Francisco. 
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Rafiq ahmed BuRney

February 16, 2015 

He joined Aramco in 1974 and retired 
from the Industrial Security Dept. 
in 2004. He is survived by his wife 
Huma, daughters Kiran and Sadaf, 
and son Khurram. Correspondence 
may be sent to khurramrburney@
gmail.com, kirni16@hotmail.com or 
sadaf.r.burney@gmail.com.

Lydia ConRad

November 12, 2014

She arrived in Dhahran in 1981 with her 
husband Dick, who transferred from 
Aramco Services Company. She worked 
as a casual employee in Materials Sup-
ply from 1982 to 1984, departing in 
1985 when her husband retired. She 
is survived by her husband and daugh-
ter Katherine. Correspondence may be 
sent to rconrad4@cox.net.

ViCtoR “ViC” CRawfoRd

November 8, 2014

He joined the company in 1948 as a 
pilot flying between the United States 
and Saudi Arabia, and played an impor-
tant role in the development of the 
Aviation Dept. He was the first non-Arab 
to be granted an amateur radio license 
in the kingdom and took part in five 
expeditions to operate amateur radio 
stations from the Saudi-Iraq and Sau-
di-Kuwait neutral zones between 1963 
and 1967, enabling amateurs worldwide 
to contact those “rare countries.” He is 
survived by his sons James and Thomas. 
Correspondence may be sent c/o Bellaire 
Chapel, 106 S. Bridge St., P.O. Box 69, 
Bellaire, MI 49615.

aRthuR dewhuRst

December 22, 2014

He worked in the Preventive Medicine 
Dept. and was a longtime Dhahran 
Theatre Group member. He directed or 
codirected more than a dozen shows, 
ranging from The Dear Departed in 
1978 to Dick Whittington and His Cat 
in 1994. Correspondence may be sent 
c/o The Livesey Funeral Service, Church 
St., Horwich, Bolton BL6 7BR, England.

fRank J. doughaRty

November 21, 2014

He joined Aramco in 1971 and retired 
as a general manager in the Projects 

Organization in 1985. He served as chief 
engineer for a year. He is survived by his 
wife Jennette, son Dennis and daughter 
Penny Maher. Correspondence may be 
sent to Penny at 3121 Buffalo Speedway 
#5107, Houston, TX 77098.

e. sCott goLdsBoRough

February 6, 2013

He joined Aramco in 1955 and retired in 
1977 as a senior consulting engineer in 
the Industrial Development Dept. He is 
survived by his wife Wilhelmina, daugh-
ters Lynn Porter and Romi L. Blalock, and 
sons Robert, Ralph and David Golds-
borough and Roland P. Middelraad. 
Correspondence may be sent c/o La 
Paz-Graham’s Funeral Home, 555 W. 
Amador, Las Cruces, NM 88005.

kathRyn Joan 
myRtetus goRski

March 11, 2015

She worked for more than 20 years 
as a registered nurse for Aramco. She 
is survived by her husband John and 
daughters Heather Robison, Christina 
Gorski McDermott and Regina Caro-
lan. Correspondence may be sent c/o 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-
ception, 642 Market St., Camden, 
NJ 08102.

setsuko hattoRi hoRgan

October 9, 2014

She is survived by her husband, retiree 
Daniel F. Horgan, and children Sayu-
di Marie Mandaville, Daniel Jr., Richard 
and Peter. Correspondence may be sent 
to Daniel at 4026 Leeshire Dr., Houston, 
TX 77025.

PauL Johnis

Feb. 18, 2015

He worked at the Ras Tanura Refinery 
from 1951 to 1953 and returned with 
his wife Fran in 1980 to work at the 
Saudi Consolidated Electric Company. He 
retired in 1992. He is survived by his wife, 
sons Steve and Mark, and stepchildren 
Carol Harmon and Michael Harmon. Cor-
respondence may be sent to Mark Johnis 
at 505 Valencia Park Dr., Seffner, FL 
33584, or mark.d.johnis@gmail.com.

auRangzeB khan

January 2, 2015

He joined the Contracting Dept. in 

1979 and retired from a position in 
Yanbu‘ in 2007. He was a member of 
the Saudi Aramco Ex-Employees Assn. 
in Karachi. He is survived by his wife 
Wazira Jan, sons Khalid and Fawad, and 
daughters Nasreen, Abida, Fozia and 
Sumara. Correspondence may be sent 
to Khalid at kmkofpak@yahoo.com.

geoRge “todd” maRLatt

January 2, 2015

He joined Aramco in 1977 and retired 
in 2007 as marketing manager II. A 
well-known athlete, he introduced road 
racing in Dhahran with a 10-kilometer 
run in 1978.

ian “John” maCLeod

May 23, 2014

He joined Aramco in 1979 and retired in 
1999 as a quality-assurance inspector in 
Ras Tanura. He is survived by his wife Pat 
and three daughters. Correspondence 
may be sent c/o Cardross Crematori-
um, Main Helensburgh Rd., Cardross, 
Dumbarton, Argyll, Scotland, G82 5HD.

aRthuR wheeLeR  
moehLenBRuCk

October 6, 2014

He joined Aramco as a civil engineer in 
1957 and retired in 1985. He is survived 
by his sons Mark, Jeff and Mike.

maRy eLizaBeth adams 
neaLLy

January 21, 2015

She and her husband John, who prede-
ceased her, lived in Dhahran from 1960 
to 1970. She is survived by her daughter, 
Mary Kathleen “Kathye” Dunsmore.

RosemaRy neLson

September 6, 2014

She joined Aramco as secretary in 1976 
and retired as succession-planning coor-
dinator for Operations Services after a 
34-year career. She is survived by her 
sisters Margaret and Ann. Correspon-
dence may be sent c/o St. George’s 
Church, Low Middleton, Darlington 
DL1 1BD, England.

Joan o’gRady

September 29, 2014

The wife of the late retiree Wil-
liam P. O’Grady, she is survived by 
her daughters Deirdre and Siobhan. 
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Correspondence may be sent to Deir-
dre Bergfield at 2615 Silver Shadow, 
Conroe, TX 77304.

John M. Parker, Jr.
September 22, 2013

He joined Aramco in 1978 and retired 
in 1989 as supervisor, Production Plan-
ning & Control Unit, in Dhahran. He is 
survived by his wife Lois, son John III 
and daughters Sarah and Lynn. Corre-
spondence may be sent to Lois at P. O. 
Box 670, Bellville, TX 77418.
 
Saeed ahMed QureShi

August 8, 2014

He joined the company in 1951 and 
retired as supervisor, Contract Cost Con-
trol Unit, Drilling & Workover Services 
Dept., in Abqaiq in 1985. He is survived 
by his wife Muneza, sons Talat, Riffat 
and Atif, and daughters Farhat and Far-
zana. Correspondence may be sent to 
the family at House No. 308, Aurangzeb 
Road, E-7, Islamabad, Pakistan 44000, 
or asqlaw@yahoo.com.

derek W. rae

January 4, 2015

He worked as a dentist in Dhahran. 
He is survived by his wife Fiona and 
children Nadia and Jamie. Correspon-
dence may be sent to the family c/o 
St. Columba’s Hospice, 15 Boswall Rd., 
Edinburgh EH5 3RW, Scotland.

Catherine “Cathy” e. SChaub

July 27, 2014

She joined the company in Dhahran in 
1958 and was the longtime secretary of 
President and CEO John Kelberer. She 
initially worked in Jiddah for Deputy 
Company Rep. Harry McDonald, return-
ing to Dhahran later in 1958 to work 
in the new Government Relations Pol-
icy and Planning Group. In 1971, she 
began working for Kelberer, who was on 
assignment with Tapline. She became his 
secretary again in 1974 and remained in 
that position until she retired in 1989.

Pauline FredriCha ViCkerS

January 20, 2014

She joined Aramco as a secretary in 
1982 and departed in 1998. She was a 
member of the British football and soft-
ball teams in Abqaiq and lead singer in 
a band “The Flood.” 

Paul nanCe, interCultural CoMMuniCator

Paul J. Nance, who introduced the histo-
ry and culture of the Middle East to the 

American Midwest, died Jan. 12, 2015. He 
joined Aramco in 1952 and retired in 1983 
after a career that included the positions 
of manager of Organization and Industrial 
Engineering and director of Employee Rela-
tions Policy and Planning.

He embraced Saudi culture and while 
working on a project to expand the Oil 
Exhibit Center in Dhahran into the Aram-
co Exhibit he decided to develop his own 
museum when he retired. He received 
permission from the kingdom’s antiquities 
director to take a traditional Bedouin tent 
and more than 2,000 cultural items to the 
family farm in Lone Jack, Mo. There Nance 
and his wife Colleen, who predeceased 
him, opened The Nance Museum in 1985. 

The museum welcomed 15,000 to 
20,000 visitors during 16 years of opera-
tion. The Nances also launched outreach 
programs in schools, libraries and other 
museums throughout in the region. 

Nance gave an estimated 1,000 pre-
sentations during the museum’s lifespan 
and was especially happy to talk to 
youngsters. The feeling was mutual. 

“Thank you for inviting us to your 
Middle East Exhibit. The Bedouin tent 
was really cool…,” wrote a Warrensburg, 
Mo., fourth-grader in 2003.

“Paul Nance dedicated every wak-
ing moment to advancing his mission to 
promote knowledge and understanding 
between Americans and the Arab World,” 
said retiree Mary Norton, who wrote a 
story about the Nance Museum for Al-
Ayyam Al-Jamilah in 1995. 

Nance donated the Nance Collection to 
Central Missouri State University (today’s 
University of Central Missouri) in War-
rensburg in 2003, and he promoted Saudi 
Arabia Day at the university each October. 

He appreciated the recognition he 
received from The Nelson-Atkins Museum 
of Art in Kansas City, Mo., in April 2014 
for promoting intercultural understand-
ing. Mark Nance accepted the honor for 
his father at a ceremony at the opening of 
the “Roads of Arabia” exhibition there.

Nance valued his warm, long-term 
friendships with many Saudis and sever-
al Saudi families, said his sons Mark and 
James. He proudly displayed his honor-
ary doctorate from Central Missouri State 
University, the Key to The City of Dallas, 
recognition by the International group in 
the Shawnee Mission School District in 
Shawnee, Kans., and recognition by Pres-
ident George H.W. Bush as one of his 
Thousand Points of Light.

His dream was to someday have the 
contents of the Nance Collection displayed 
in a permanent building in his hometown 
of Kansas City or at the University of Cen-
tral Missouri to continue the promotion of 
education and understanding among dif-
ferent cultures, said his family.

Correspondence may be sent to Mark 
and James Nance at pauljnance@att.net.

Saudi students and family members from 
the University of Central Missouri proudly 
displayed their copy of The Nance Museum: A 
Journey into Traditional Saudi Arabia by Paul 
Nance at the “Roads of Arabia” exhibition in 
Kansas City, Mo., last year. 

Paul Nance received an honorary doctor of 
human letters degree from Central Missouri 
State University in 2003 for his work to 
promote intercultural understanding. 
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John Jones Claimed “movie star” Fame

John Rufus Jones, whose company roots 
stretched back to the early 1940s and 

who was Aramco’s best-known “movie 
star,” died Dec. 12, 2014. His wife Lola 
predeceased him.

Jones joined Standard Oil of Califor-
nia in 1941 and transferred to Aramco 
in 1944. He spent most of his career in 
Government Relations in Dhahran, and 
moved to Aramco Overseas Company in 
The Hague as director of Industrial Rela-
tions & Administrative Services in the 
mid-1970s. He retired from that position 
in 1980.

Tim Barg-
er, the son of 
Aramcons Tom 
and Kathleen 
Barger, said the 
Joneses were 
“among my 
parents’ closest 
friends—they 
were practically 
family.” Barger 
noted in Aram-
coExpats.com 

that Jones’s “claim to fame” was 
starring as the young King Abdu-
laziz in the 1956 Aramco film The 
Island of the Arabs.

Barger said Jones’s role took 
him on a terrifying ride around 
Hofuf, near the site of an old fort 
used to stage Abdulaziz’s cap-
ture of Riyadh in 1902. Sa‘ud ibn 

Jiluwi, the governor of al-Hasa, provided 
extras and horses for the raid sequence, 
and Jones got a mare named Azeema 
that had never been broken.

“John couldn’t control Azeema at 
all,” Barger wrote. “It took everything 
he had to just hold on as she bolted out 
of the stables and through the streets of 
Hofuf, people scrambling to get out of 
the way...with John bouncing around, 
desperately hanging onto Azeema’s 
mane for dear life. 

“Finally, after about a half an hour, 
she tired out and John was able to ride 

her back to the stables where he was 
met with a great cheer from the assem-
bled crowd.”

Saudi Arabian TV broadcast the film 
every National Day for 20 years “and it’s 
funny to realize that a whole generation 
of Saudis grew up thinking that Ibn Saud 
looked like John Jones,” Barger wrote.

Mildred Logan, who met Jones and 
his wife when she arrived in Dhahran in 
1950, said he loved starring as Abdulaziz. 
“John just was so proud of that movie,” 
she remembered.

  Logan kept in touch over the years 
and said she and he “were as close as 
brother and sister.” Her late husband 
Sam was in charge of the Aramco-man-
aged government farm at al-Kharj south 
of Riyadh and Mildred Logan initially 
lived in Dhahran.

Jones later visited the Logans and their 
daughters Linda, Jane and Sammie at the 
farm. “My girls were crazy about John,” 
Logan said.

He remained a loyal friend to the 
end. He always sent boxes of candy on 
holidays, Logan said, adding that her 
daughter Sammie had mentioned late last 
year that now there would be “no more 
candy”—only to discover two boxes in 
the mailbox, addressed to herself and her 
mother, posted just before he died.

Jones is survived by his three sons: 
Randy, Jeff and Stephen. The family 
may be contacted at 317 Seaport Circle, 
Liberty, MO 64068.

John R. Jones 
posed for this 
photo in his 
home town of 
Liberty, Mo., last 
year. Below, he 
is shown riding 
third from left, 
playing the role 
of the young 
King Abdulaziz in 
the 1956 Aramco 
film The Island of 
the Arabs.
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King AbdullAh RemembeRed

King Abdullah ibn Abdulaziz, who died 
Jan. 23 at age 90, took a close interest 

in Saudi Aramco’s employees, present and 
past. He held warm meetings with retirees 
or their children on at least two occasions.

He was named crown prince in 1982 
when King Fahd ascended the throne 
and he undertook many of Fahd’s 
duties after the king suffered a stroke 
in 1995. He became king when Fahd 
died in 2005. He was succeeded by King 
Salman ibn Abdulaziz.

“The image of King Abdullah will 
always be alive in the hearts of the king-
dom’s citizens and everyone who has 
called the kingdom home,” said Saudi 
Aramco President and CEO Khalid Al-Falih 
on Jan. 28, noting the king’s “care for the 
company and its employees.” 

That trait was on display on a 2002 visit 
to Texas and at the company’s 75th-anni-
versary celebration in Dhahran in 2008.

Around three dozen retirees and family 
members greeted Abdullah at the air-
port in Waco, Texas, on April 25, 2002. 
The meeting took place when the retir-
ees learned of his meeting with President 
George W. Bush in nearby Crawford and 
floated a plan to welcome him “as a 
reciprocal gesture for the hospitality we’d 

received from his people,” wrote retiree 
Mary Norton.

When Abdullah arrived at the airport, 
retirees lined up to shake his hand. The 
oldest retiree at the airport, 100-year-
old Eula Matthews, came with a 
bouquet of white flowers for the crown 
prince and, after an animated chat, he 
gave her a gentle hug.

 “Where we had expected a certain 
formality and reserve, we saw uncommon 
warmth and friendliness,” Norton wrote.

Two days later, 19 members of the 
group flew as guests to Houston to 
attend a banquet held by Saudi Aramco’s 
Board of Directors in Abdullah’s honor.

“Crown Prince Abdullah seemed 
genuinely inter-
ested in being 
introduced to 
every Aram-
co annuitant 
and Brat,” said 
Harlene Mor-
row, who came 
to Waco with 
her husband 
Bob and daugh-
ter Chris. “We 
were all touched 

to think that though he had just been to 
visit the U.S. President, he was obvious-
ly pleased to meet our group of former 
employees and dependents.”

Kathryn “Katie” Kennedy Dewey was 
part of a group of 29 grown-up “kids” 
who met King Abdullah in Dhahran on 
May 20, 2008, when he patronized the 
company’s diamond anniversary celebra-
tion. They were among the youngsters 
who had met Abdullah’s father, King 
Abdulaziz, in Dhahran in 1947.

“As I read about the death of King 
Abdullah, I remembered the feeling of 
warmth that I felt when he and I took 
one another’s hands,” wrote Dewey, the 
daughter of Gervase and Dolores Kenne-
dy. “The picture of our meeting is framed 
and I cherish it.”

Another of the “kids,” Steve Furman, 
shook the king’s hand and gave him a 
photo of himself and his mother Claudine 
meeting King Abdulaziz in 1947.

“King Abdullah took the photo, 
looked at it and said that I looked differ-
ent then,” Furman said. When Furman 
told him he’d changed “because I am 
an old man now,” the king smiled and 
replied, “So am I.”

“I found King Abdullah to be “a warm 
and kind person who was capable of 
sharing a good laugh with me over an old 
photo,” Furman said.

Greeting Crown Prince Abdullah at the 
Waco Airport in 2002 are (from left) Lucy 
Templer, Elba Huddleston, Marion DeFord 
and Cal Ham. 

King Abdullah received twins Jacqueline 
Larsen and Joyceline Kriesmer at the 
company’s 75th-anniversary celebration in 
Dhahran in 2008. They were among some 
30 returning “children” who had met King 
Abdulaziz in Dhahran in 1947.
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The venue for the 2016 Saudi Aramco Annuitants 

Reunion needs to be reserved soon and the 

Reunion Committee is seeking volunteers 

to host the 30th biannual event. If you are 

interested, please contact: Jim or Linda Shearon at 

lindashearon@hotmail.com; Judy or Mike Butler 

at judithbb_98@yahoo.com; or Rick and Rianne 

Chimblo at rickrianne@comcast.net. Previous hosts 

will be happy to share their knowledge and assist 

with the planning stages. Please let one of the 

committee members know of your interest soon!

CASTING CALL: 2016
REUNION HOSTS
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