















































Pet Pix

So ran the title of an article which appeared
in the Photography Corner of the AOC Reporter
recently. If you're ex-AOC and/or on the Re-
porter mailing list you will also recognize
our picture.

There are and always have been a lot of
photographers among Aramcons, some good_ and
some not-so-good, serious and not-so-serious,
the frequent, the occasional, the now and th(_zn,
the color enthusiast, the black and white special-
ist, the takers of people, of places, of things. . .
What have you been snapping lately? Any time
on your hands? Maybe you'd like to dust off the
shutter cage and tackle the family cat or dog
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To quote the Reporter’s Editor: If you had any d?ubz
bunch. And don’t worry about number two from the right

called to order. I
Our own admission: We don’t know a cotton pickin

but then, we don’t own five cats.

Are Fun

(all Judo holds barred). The following comments
were suggested by the Reporter article and are
mentioned for benefit of those who haven’t tried
taking pictures of animals before.

Photographing pets can be a pleasant and
rewarding pastime. Patience and ingenuity are
needed, but it’s fun because it's different.

Remember this and you're on your way:
You're dealing with live subjects, real characters
with a will of their own. They are highly photo-
genic but don’t give a darn — as real characters
should. Furthermore, they know only one thing,
that a dime’s worth of sausage is more valuable

-32 -

s that cats are great characters, just look at this
— he just went a little out of hand and had to be

thing about arranging a row of kittens like this;

thana $1,000 Leica, and infinitely more desirable.

Now for some hints. Your pet may be friendly,
angry, wild, haughty, playful, proud, clumsy,
possy, disobedient, disciplined, reserved,
spontaneous, philosophical or just plain silly.
You're in luck if he’s a ham! Anyway, don’t boss
him around, it will just make him obstinate or
pervous and waste your time.

Plan your picture carefully, including choice
of background to emphasize your subject and
provide appropriate contrast.

Have your camera as close as possible and
at the same level — standing over Rover to shoot
makes him look unnaturally small. Good effect,
however, can be had by perching him on some-
thing (a table inside, or a wall outdoors, etc.)
and taking your picture from below, camera
tilted slightly upward.

Those who use flash have learned to stand a
little sideways to avoid harsh shadows and the
flattening which comes from a flash aimed
straight.

Use a fast film; and supplement your indoor
light if need be with reading lamps, etc.

All set? Now animate him! You want him a la
natural, with pricked up ears and eyes gleaming.
Make a noise, a movement, or maybe he’d like a
look at the sausage about now.

Oh, it will take understanding and patience;
but unlike the old saying, it will have its re-
wards. Animals, like children, are born actors
but a lot happier than some because they don't
get stage fright. Come to think of it, how about
trying them all together for a picture, too —
they’re wonderful in combination.

 SAND PILE (continued from page 20)
with cement and painting it green. | must look
into this.
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Said the husband just returned to the home
fires, “At dawn the birds began to fly. Surrounded
by the icy cold water, | raised my gun in the
soft morning light. It went off with a roar — and
there in front of me lay a dead duck.”

Said the wife, “How long had it been dead?”
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Several paragraphs back, we were considering
the science fiction idea of communicating with
dolphins and possibly other-planet life forms.
But this would be a milk-toast adventure as
compared with the possible developments as-
sociated with the laser (thymes with razor).
The laser was invented in 1960; and its possi-
bilities have been recognized as being so
tremendous that about 40 companies in this
country alone are working to produce it, and
about 400 are engaged in research and exploita-
tion concerning it. Our military is devoting many
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millions to determining its combat possibilities;
and the Russians (who, like the poor, we always
have with us) are pushing their own intensive
experiments.

Those of you who read the science magazines
must know much more about this invention than |
have been able to gather. (After I've finished
with the so-called comic books and True Con-
fessions, | have little time left for this heavy
reading.) But because | have not seen much
general description of the laser, | am including
this brief report gleaned from THE EXCHANGE
and THIS WEEK magazines, in the hope that
many of you may not have read even this much.

Laser is short for Light Amplification by
Stimulated Emission of Radiation; and if you
feel up to pursuing this concept further, you
shouldn’t bother with my superficial explanation.
The laser is being developed in several forms;
but a common one is a synthetic ruby rod, silvered
on both ends to form mirrors, and surrounded by
a spiral flash lamp. The lamp excites chromium
atoms whose light is synchronized as the atoms
are forced to act in unision. One mirror is formed
so that a minute amount of this light is permitted



to escape in the laser ray.

The laser effect is this concentrating and
synchronizing of light rays in a beam, in contrast
to the ordinary spread of light in all directions,
as from a light bulb illuminating a room. This
beam can be as fine as four hundred thousandths
of an inch in diameter.

What can be done with this beam? It is
believed to have the capacity to carry all of the
telephone conversations in the world as well as
all the television programs. It has drilled a hole
through a diamond in one two thousandth of a
second at a temperature about twice as hot as
the sun's surface. It can be used with fantastic
delicacy. Surgeons in a New York hospital re-
moved a tumor on the retina of an eye with a
laser beam lasting one thousandth of a second.
After the application, the tumor was gone. The
beam can cut human tissue with great accuracy,
which may make it valuable in brain surgery.

A laser beam has been aimed and shot at the
moon. Two and six tenths seconds later, part of
the light from this beam was reflected back to
earth in another 1.3 seconds. It can be used for
flashing communication between earth and
future satellites.

From the laser, the military are attempting
to develop the actual counterpart of the fictional
death ray gun. It might be small enough to be
worn as a pistol, or large enough to reach and
destroy ICBM’s before they could reach their
targets. It will greatly refine radar. In recent
years, we have been amazed by the performance
of cameras developed for aerial reconnaissance;
but we are assured that the use of lasers in
satellite cameras would make our present in-
struments rate as Brownie cameras by comparison.

Like so many of our recent great discoveries
or inventions, this one could become a major
force in benefiting humanity or in destroying it.
Again, we face the fact that man continues to
expand his scientific knowledge without devel-
oping his understanding of his fellow men or his
capacity to live with them. The laser furnishes
another warning that men had better hurry to
learn to live with each other if they expect to
continue to live.
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In reviewing what ['ve written for this issue,
g
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| feel that | have been true to the title, PILE. If
| haven’t attacked and mangled something of
interest to you, at least | have tried. | have
poked into the overloaded mail box, vented my
spleen on shyster promoters, talked with dol-
phins, criticized words, looked at senior citizens
(always senior citizens) and confused the con-
cept of the deathray. If you have a better subject
for discussion, produce it, and I'll maul it
around. Meanwhile, don’t place me in the position
of the druggist who was asked, “Are you sure
one bottle will cure?” To which the druggist
replied with confidence, “It must — nobody’s
come back for a second.”
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STRICTLY FOR TRAVELERS

When BILL WEISS sent us his new street
address in Downey, California recently, he also
included his telephone number—Walnut 3 —1895 =
just in case any friends from Saudi Arabia, past
or present, happen to be in the area.

y W. Beals

Then in another note, ROY F. PRESTON
said, “I would be very glad if any of my friends
would stop and visit with me — the coffee pot is
always on.” But so there won't be too much
confusion about finding Roy, we thought it best
to pass on his explanation of how they do things
to Grand Prairie, Texas; at least in his particular
neighborhood. “My residence is 1111 North Belt
Line Road or 1111 Northeast 8th Street, depend-
ing on whether a person approaches from the
North or the South. North of me is Belt Line
Road, South it is Northeast 8th Street, but it is
all the same place. But there is no mail de-
livery so | use a Post Office box and pick up my
mail twice a day. Mail sent to either address is
put in my box, #194.” Maybe we should have
left well enough alone.... Anyway, so travelers
using the address lists won’t have too much
trouble partaking of that cup of coffee and Roy's
hospitality, we made no change in Mail Call
except to add “Road”.

rnard G. Gribble
homas C. Hall
Thomas P. Hanley

John Edgar Martin
Leslie A. Meadors

We regret to report the death of CURTIS D.
THUE in Beirut on January 14. His wife, Made-
line, may be contacted at Rue Agrippa, Imm
akaria Kronfol, Beirut, Lebanon.

Also the death of GEORGE W. ROGERS on
January 25. Friends may get in touch with

rel H. Beekhuis (AOC)

In Memorium

Matilda at their home address, 21760 Ramona
Avenue, Apple Valley, California.

Friends of Reka (Mrs. Walter E.) Richards
were saddened to learn of her sudden passing on
December 2 aboard ship enroute to South Africa.

Mail Call!

The following changes, corrections or additions have been received since December, 1962:

ARAMCO-AOC

% J. E. Groven, 67 Placito Del Saco, Tucson, Arizona
728 N. Market Street (#24), Inglewood, California

17 Fifth Street, East Providence, Rhode Island
Shangri-La, Equinunk, Pennsylvania

% General Delivery, Tucson, Arizona

1828 Olive Avenue, Santa Barbara, California

1305 N.E. 69th Street, Portland 13, Oregon

1118 Citrus Terrace Drive, Harlingen, Texas

260 Agua Vista Drive, De Bary, Florida

2484 Page Drive, Altadena, California

245 Seventeenth Street, Oakland, California

7120 Santa Fe Street, Houston 17, Texas

Overall Post Office, Page County, Virginia

Standard 11C Club, Taft, California

581 General Knox Road, King of Prussia, Pennsylvania
734 Mission Avenue, Chula Vista, California

Box 585, Highland Lakes, Vernon Township, New Jersey
196 4th Avenue North, Tierra Verde 6, Florida

104 Grace Terrace, Pasadena, California

2960 Grand Concourse, Bronx, New York

% H&H Motor Company, U.S. Highway 36, Senaca, Kansas
4589 North Glenn, Fresno, California

6 Bronco Drive, Rolling Hills, California

2115 11th Street, Galena Park, Texas

2216 Norwood Avenue, Savanah, Georgia

787 N.E. 12th Street, Grants Pass, Oregon

5 Apple Street, Highland Park, New Jersey

1260 Oribia Road, Route #1 — Box 340, Del Mar, California
68045 Monterico Road, Desert Hot Springs, California

6109 E. 18th Street, Tulsa 12, Oklahoma

(continued on page 36)
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MAIL CALL (continued)

William L. Moss 577 30th Street, Richmond, California
Henry W. Perry Teniente Mulet 88, Terreno, Palma de Mallorca, Spain
Roy F. Preston 1111 North Belt Line Road, Grand Prairie, Texas
Robert P. Reynolds Box 4425, Carmel, California
Glen M. Rudicil 1745 North Kingsley, Los Angeles 27, California
Roy R. Sanders % Mr. & Mrs. R. L. Kortum, 146 South Clark, Los Altos, California
Sam T. Schultz P. 0. Box 163, Danville, Pennsylvania
Louis E. Schlosa 3076 Panorama Road, Riverside, California
Thomas A. Scholl 501 9th Street, Modesto, California
James N. Slaven 420 S. E. 8th Avenue, Pompano Beach, Florida
Orlin O. Thomas 2503 S. Sandusky Avenue, Tulsa, Oklahoma
Harvey L. Thompson, Jr. 3324 St. Cloud Circle, Dallas 29, Texas
Garrison I. Tyler 6025 Merrimack Place S. E., Washington 22, D. C.
Harry F. Tyner 29071 Desert Hills Road, Sun City, California
Russell C. Walker 22211 Leadwell Avenue, Canoga Park, California
William Weiss 9720 Manzanar Avenue, Downey, California
Robert Witherow Route 1, Box 200—-A, Sheridan, Arkansas

TAPLINE
Orvis K. Bigelow % Tapline, P. 0. Box 1348, Beirut, Lebanon
James F. Corrigan 3573 Roger Drive, Wantaugh, L.I., New York
John R. Jones P. 0. Box 1033, Berkeley, California
Walter H. Koehler 8111 Willow Street, Whitfield Estates, Sarasota, Florida
C. G. Rush 941 Vanowen Street, Orange, California

WIDOWS OF ANNUITANTS

Mrs. Elizabeth K. Ismer B/lkier, Marienstrasse 77, (43) Essen-Kray, West Germany
Mrs. Hazel Leo 650 Waverly Street, Palo Alto, California

Mrs. H. A. Mills (formerly Eyre) P. O. Box 751, Bellflower, California

Mrs. Larkin F. Payne 9401 Drift Way, Orangevale, California

Mrs. George W. Rogers 21760 Ramona Avenue, Apple Valley, California

Mrs. Leonard Saulmon 5030% West 36th Avenue, Denver 12, Colorado

Mrs. Curtis D, Thue Rue Agrippa, Imm Zakaria Kronfol, Beirut, Lebanon
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